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amine and arrange into bridges, and about 1,200 animals of the trains to be cared for, while the total effective force of my brigade (except the company and fractional company at work in the depot and the company at Harper’s Ferry) is only about 1,000 to 1,100 men, and of them nearly 600 are now up the Potomac, under Major Spaulding and Captain Turnbull, and the balance of the command, some 200 of the Fiftieth, now at Alexandria, under Colonel Pettes, and the three years’ men of the Fifteenth, now being reorganized under Major Cassin, and just in here with the trains, should, as I would respectfully recommend, all be concentrated at this depot, when the services of all will be required for the care and guarding of this large number of animals and the speedy restoration of the bridges to a serviceable condition, which will be immediately reported to headquarters.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. BENHAM,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

General S. Williams,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac.

[Indorsement.]

Direct the corps of engineers now at Harper’s Ferry to report to Captain Turnbull, and for General Benham to concentrate the remaining part of command, now in Washington and Alexandria, to hold them at his depot, in readiness to march at the shortest notice.

J. H.

Telegraph this to Generals Benham and Tyler, at Sandy Hook.

September. 29—6.15 p. m.

Done.

D. B.

No. 28.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Henry J. Hunt, U. S. Army, Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac.

Artillery Headquarters, Army of the Potomac,

September 27, 1863.

General: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the artillery of this army in the battle of Gettysburg, July 1, 2, and 3:

On July 1, Reynolds’ (First) and Howard’s (Eleventh) corps and Buford’s division of cavalry, the whole under the command of Maj. Gen. J. F. Reynolds, engaged the enemy on the west and northwest of the town of Gettysburg. On the west of Gettysburg, about a third of a mile distant, there is a ridge running nearly north and south, parallel to the Emmitsburg pike. This ridge, on which the seminary is situated, is crossed by the Cashtown pike about 100 or 150 yards north of the seminary, and some 50 yards farther on it is cut by a railroad. On the west of the seminary is a grove of large trees, and the summit of the ridge and the upper part of both its slopes are more or less covered with open woods through its entire length. The ground slopes gradually to the west, and again rising, forms a second ridge, parallel to and about 500 yards distant from the Seminary Ridge. This second ridge is wider and smoother than that
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placed in position on Round Top, and immediately opened upon that portion of the enemy’s force which attacked the First Division, and continued it until night with marked effect, as its fire enfiladed the enemy’s line. Guthrie’s section of Gibbs’ battery was posted on the same hill on the right of Hazlett, and Walworth’s section at the base of the hill, commanding the ravine in front of Round Top, the remaining section being held in reserve. These sections did excellent service, especially Guthrie’s. On this afternoon, Lieut. Charles E. Hazlett, Fifth U. S. Artillery, a young officer, who had gained an enviable reputation for gallantry, skill, and devotion to his country and the service, received a mortal wound, and died the same evening.

For more detailed reports of the services of the artillery in the action on our left, I respectfully refer to the reports of General Tyler, commanding Artillery Reserve, and to the reports of the chiefs of artillery of the Second, Third, and Fifth Corps, transmitted herewith. It will be perceived that the batteries* suffered severely in officers, men, and horses, losing a large proportionate number of' officers—3 killed (Lieut. Charles E. Hazlelrt^i^&Artillery, commanding Bat-'tery B; Lieut. M. LivingsfonT^Tll^d ^-^Ubry, commanding Turn-bull’s battery; Lieut. C. Erickson, 'Bigelow’s battery); and 12 wounded (Capt. D. R. Ransom, Third Artillery, commanding Regular Brigade, Artillery Reserve; Capt. J. Thompson, C, Pennsylvania Artillery; Capt. N. Irish, D, Pennsylvania Artillery ; Capt. Patrick Hart, Fifteenth New York Battery; Lieut. T. F. Brown, Hazard’s battery; Lieut. Samuel Canby, Fourth Artillery, Cushing’s battery; Lieut. J. K. Bucklyn, Firsts Rhode Island, Randolph’s battery ; Lieut. F. W. Seeley, Fourth U. S. Artillery, commanding Battery K; Lieut. M. F. Watson, Fifth U. S. Artillery, commanding Battery I; Lieut. J. L. Miller, Thompson’s battery, mortally; Lieut. E. M. Knox, Fifteenth New York Battery; Lieut. E. Spence, Ricketts’ battery).

The night of the 2d was devoted in great part.to repairing damages, replenishing the ammunition chests, and reducing ana reorganizing such batteries as had lost so many men and horses as to be unable efficiently to work the full number of guns.

By daylight next morning this duty had been performed so far as possible, and, when it was found impossible to reorganize in time, the batteries were withdrawn, replaced by others from the Artillery Reserve, and finished their work during the next morning.

On the evening of July 2, a portion of Slocum’s corps (the Second) [Twelfth], which formed the right of our line, was sent to re-enforce the left. During its absence, the enemy took possession of a portion of the line in the woods, and it was resolved to.drive him out at daylight. Knap’s battery (E, Pennsylvania, six 10-pounders) was placed on the hill known as Slocum’s headquarters, and near the Baltimore pike, and Winegar’s battery (M, First New York, four 10-pounders) at a short distance east of it. These batteries overlooked and commanded the ground vacated by the corps.

At 1 a. m. of the 3d, Muhlenberg’s (F, Fourth United States, six 12-pounders) and Kinzie’s (K, Fifth United States, four 12-pounders) batteries were posted opposite the center of the line of the Twelfth Corps, so as to command the ravine formed by Rock Creek.

At 4.30 a. m. these batteries opened, and fired without intermission for fifteen minutes into the wood, at a range of from 600 to 800 yards. Soon after daylight, Rigby’s battery (A, Maryland, six 3-inch) was also placed on the hill, and at 5.30 a. m. all the batteries opened,
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and continued firing at intervals until 10 a. m., when the infantry succeeded in driving out the enemy and reoccnpied their position of the day before. In this work the artillery rendered good servee.

At our center, on and near Cemetery Hill, the batteries were in position very nearly the same as on the previous day. Those outside of the cemetery gate and north of the Baltimore pike, under the command of Colonel Wainwright, First New York Artillery, were, from right to left: Stevens’ (Fifth Maine, six 12-pounders), Reynolds’ (L, First New York, four 3-inch), Ricketts’ (F, First Pennsylvania, six 3-inch)—which had relieved Cooper’s (B, First Pennsylvania, four 3-inch) the night before—Wiedrich’s (I, First New York, four 3-inch), and Stewart’s (B, Fourth United States, four 12-pounders). The batteries south of the pike, and under command of Major Osborn, First New York Artillery, were: Dilger’s (I, First Ohio, six 12-pounders), Bancroft’s (G, Fourth United States, six 12-pounders), Eakin’s (H, First United States, six 12-pounders), Wheeler’s (Thirteenth New York, three 3-inch), Hill’s (0, First West Virginia, four 10-pounders), and Taft’s (Fifth New York, six 20-pounders).

On the left of the cemetery the batteries of the Second Corps were in line on the crest occupied by their corps in the following order, from right to left: Woodruff’s (I, First United States, six 12-pound-ers), Arnold’s (A, First Rhode Island, six 3-inch), Cushing’s (A, Fourth United States, six 3-inch), Brown’s (B, First Rhode Island, four 12-pounders), and Rorty’s (B, First New York, four 10-pound-ers), all under command of Captain Hazard, chief of artillery.

Next on the left of the artillery of the Second Corps were stationed Thomas’ battery (C, Fourth United States, six 12-pounders), and on his left Major* McGilvery’s command, consisting of Thompson’s (C and F, Pennsylvania, five 3-inch), Phillips’ (Fifth Massachusetts, six 3-inch), Hart’s (Fifteenth New York, four 12-pounders), Sterling’s (Second Connecticut, four James and two howitzers), Rank’s section (two 3-inch), Dow’s (Sixth Maine, four 12-pounders), and Ames’ (G, First New York, six 12-pounders), all of the Artillery Reserve, to which was added, soon after the cannonade commenced, Cooper’s battery (B, First Pennsylvania, four 3-inch), of the First Corps.

On our extreme left, occupying the position of the day before, were Gibbs’ (L, First Ohio, six 12-pounders) and Rittenhouse’s (late Haz-lett’s, D, Fifth United States, six 10-pounders) batteries. Gibbs’ was, however, too distant from the enemy’s position for 12-pounders, and was not used during the day, although under fire. Rittenhouse was in an excellent position for the service of his rifled guns, on the top of Round Top. We had thus on the western crest line seventy-five guns, which could be aided by a few of those on Cemetery Hill. There was but little firing during the morning.

At 10 a. m. I made an inspection of the whole line, ascertaining that all the batteries—only those of our right serving with the Twelfth Corps being engaged at the time—were in good condition aiid well supplied with ammunition. As the enemy was evidently increasing his artillery force in front of our left, I gave instructions to the batteries and to the chiefs of artillery not to fire at small bodies, nor to allow their fire to be drawn without promise of adequate results; to watch the enemy closely, and when he opened to concentrate the fire of their guns on one battery at a time until it was silenced■; under all circumstances to fire deliberately, and to husband their ammunition as much as possible.

I had just finished my inspection, and was with Lieutenant Bitten-
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house on the top of Bound Top, when the enemy opened, at about 1 p. m., along his whole right, a furious cannonade on the left of our line.

I estimated the number of his guns bearing on our west front at from one hundred to one hundred and twenty. I have since seen it stated by the enemy’s correspondents that there were sixty guns from Long-street’s, and fifty-five from Hill’s corps, making one hundred and fifteen in all. To oppose these we could not, from our restricted position, bring more than eighty to reply effectively. Our fire was well withheld until the first burst was over, excepting from the extreme right and left of our positions. It was then opened deliberately and with excellent effect. As soon as the nature of the enemy’s attack was made clear, and I could form an opinion as to the number of his guns, for which my position afforded great facility, I went to the park of the Artillery Reserve, and ordered all the batteries to be ready to move at a moment’s notice, and hastened to report to the commanding general, but found he had left his headquarters. I then proceeded along the line, to observe the effects of the cannonade and to replace such batteries as should become disabled.

About 2.30 p. m., finding our ammunition running low and that it was very unsafe to bring up loads of it, a number of caissons and limbers having been exploded, I directed that the fire should be gradually stopped, which was done, and the enemy soon slackened his fire also. I then sent orders for such batteries as were necessary to replace exhausted ones, and all that were disposable were sent me.

About 3 p. m., and soon after the enemy’s fire had ceased, he formed a column of attack in the edge of the woods in front of the Second Corps. At this time Fitzhugh’s (K, First New York, six 3-inch), Parsons’ (A, First New Jersey, six 10-pounders), Weir’s (C, Fifth United States, six 12-pounders), and Cowan’s (First New York Independent, six 3-inch) batteries reached this point, and were put in position in front of the advancing enemy. I rode down to McGilvery’s batteries, and directed them to take the enemy in flank as they approached. The enemy advanced magnificently, unshaken by the shot and shell which tore through his ranks from his front and from our j left. The batteries of the Second Corps on our right, having nearly ex- i hausted their supply of ammunition, except canister, were compelled to withhold their fire until the enemy, who approached in three lines, came within its range. When our canister nre and musketry were opened upon them, it occasioned disorder, but still they advanced gallantly until they reached the stone wall behind which our troops lay. Here ensued a desperate conflict, the enemy succeeding in passing the wall and entering our lines, causing great destruction of life, especially among the batteries. Infantry troops were, however, advanced from our right; the rear line of the enemy broke, and the others, who had fought with a gallantry that excited the admiration of our troops, found themselves cut off and compelled to surrender. As soon as their fate was evident, the enemy opened his batteries upon the masses of our troops at this point without regard to the presence of his own. Toward the close of this struggle, Rorty’s (B, First New York, four 10-pounders), Arnold’s (A, First Rhode Island, six 3-inch), and Cushing’s (A, Fourth United States, six 3-inch) batteries, which had lost heavily in men and horses, were withdrawn, and as soon as the affair was over their places were filled with fresh ones.

Soon the necessary measures had been taken to restore this portion of the line to an efficient condition. It required but a few minutes, as the batteries, as fast as withdrawn from any point, were sent to
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the Artillery Reserve, replenished with ammunition, reorganized, returned to the rear of the lines, and there awaited assignment. I then went to the left, to see that proper measures had been taken there for the same object. On my way, I saw that the enemy was forming a second column of attack to his right of the point where the first was formed, and in front of the position of the First Corps (Newton’s). I gave instructions to the artillery, under command of Major McGil-very, to be ready to meet the first movements of the enemy in front, and, returning to the position of the Second Corps, directed the batteries there, mostly belonging to the Artillery Reserve, to take the enemy in flank as he advanced. When the enemy moved, these orders were well executed, and before he reached our line he was brought to a fctand. The appearance of a body of our infantry moving down in front of our lines from the direction of the Second Corps caused the enemy to move off by his right flank, under cover of the woods and undergrowth, and, a few minutes after, the column had broken up, and in the utmost confusion the men of which it was composed fled across the ground over whichihey had just before advanced, and took refuge behind their batteries. The attacks on the part of the enemy were not well managed. Their artillery fire was too much dispersed, and failed to produce the intended effect. It was, however, so severe and so well sustained that it put to the test, and fully proved, the discipline and excellence of our troops. The two assaults, had they been simultaneous, would have divided our artillery fire. As it was, each attack was met by a heavy front and flank fire of our artillery, the batteries which met the enemy directly in front in one assault taking him in flank in the other.

The losses of the artillery on this day, and especially in the assault on the Second Corps, were very large. The loss in officers was 3 killed, 2 mortally and 9 severely wounded. Killed : Capt. J. M. Rorty, B, First New York; Lieut. A. H. Cushing, Fourth United States; Lieut. G. A. Woodruff, First United States (mortally wounded); Lieut. J, S. Milne, First Rhode Island; Lieut. A. H. Whitaker, Ninth Massachusetts (wounded severely); Capt. J. Bigelow, Ninth Massachusetts; Lieut. A. S. Sheldon, B, First New York; Lieut. H. H. Baldwin, Fifth United States; Lieut. J. McGilvray, Fourth United States; Lieut. R. C. Hazlett, Fourth Pennsylvania Battery; Lieut, J. Stephenson, Fourth Pennsylvania Battery; Lieut. H. D. Scott, Battery E, Massachusetts; Lieut. W. P. ‘Wright, First New York Battery; Lieut. W. H. Johnson, First New York Battery. Captain Rorty, who had taken command of his battery but three days before, fell, fighting, at his guns. Lieutenants Cushing and Woodruff belonged to a class of young officers who, although of the lowest commissioned rank, have gained distinguished army reputation. The destruction of materiel was large. The enemy’s cannonade, in which he must have almost exhausted his ammunition, was well sustained, and cost us a great many horses and the explosion of an unusually large number of caissons and limbers. The whole slope behind our crest, although concealed from the* enemy, was swept by his shot, and offered no protection to horses or carriages. The enemy’s superiority in the number of guns was fully matched by the superior accuracy of ours, and a personal inspection of the line he occupied, made on the 5th, enables me to state with certainty that his losses in materiel in this artillery combat were equal to ours, while the marks of the shot in the trees on both crests bear conclusive evidence of the superiority of our practice.
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This struggle closed'the battle, and the night of the 3d, like the previous one, was devoted to repairs and reorganization. A large number of batteries had been so reduced in men and horses that many guns and carriages, after completing the outfit of those which remained with the army, were sent to the rear and turned in to the ordnance department.

Our losses in the three days’ operations, as reported, were as follows:

Casualties, July 1, 2, and 3.

Organizations.�i Number of guns, j�Killed.��Wounded.��f §�Horses.

E CD i�Men.�Officers.�Men.

In the corps������212 108�5 2�57 41�18 15�361 171�52 15�565 316

Artillery Reserve

Total

320�7�98�33�532�67�881

Of these 320 guns, 142 were light 12-pounders, 106 3-inch guns, 6 20-pounders, 60 10-pounder Parrott guns, and a battery of 4 James rifles and 212-pounder howitzers, which joined the army on the march to Gettysburg. This table excludes the Horse Artillery, 44 3-inch guns, serving with the cavalry. It will be seen that the Artillery Reserve, every gun of which was brought into requisition, bore, as in all the campaigns of the Army of the Potomac, its full share, and more, of the losses.

The expenditure of ammunition in the three days amounted to 32,781 rounds, averaging over 100 rounds per gun. Many rounds were lost in the caissons and limbers by explosions and otherwise. The supply carried with the army being 270 rounds per gun, left sufficient to fill the ammunition chests and enable the army to fight another battle. There was for a short time during the battle a fear that the ammunition would give out. This fear was caused by the large and unreasonable demands made by corps commanders who had left their own trains or a portion of them behind, contrary to the orders of the commanding general. In this emergency, the train of the Artillery Reserve, as on so many other occasions, supplied all demands, and proved its great usefulness to the army.

For a more particular account of the operations of the artillery and of their relations to those of the other arms of service, I respectfully refer to the report of the commander of the Artillery Reserve, and to those of the chiefs of artillery of the army corps, transmitted herewith, to which reports I also refer for the names of those who distinguished themselves by their conduct and courage.

I have to acknowledge my indebtedness to these officers : Brig. Gen. R. O. Tyler, commanding Artillery Reserve; Col. C. S. Wain-wright, First New York Artillery, First Corps ; Capt. J. G. Hazard, First Rhode Island Artillery, Second Corps ; Capt. G. E. Randolph, First Rhode Island Artillery, Third Corps ; Capt.* A. P. Martin, Third Massachusetts Battery, Fifth Corps; Col. C, H. Tompkins, First Rhode Island Artillery, Sixth Corps; Maj. T. W. Osborn, First New York Artillery, Eleventh Corps; Lieut, E, D. Muhlenberg,

}6 g n—voi* tjcrii, py j
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Return of Casualties in the Army of Northern Virginia, &c. —Continued.

Command.
1

p

i

o

V a

11 1

Jones' Brigade.

fith Virjnnia 4
8

19
21

5
1 r

nth Virginia*
^

Total 12 40 6 p

Jenkins^ Brigade.

14thVirginia
10thVirginia
17thVirginia
34thVirginia Battahon
SBthVirginia Battalion

Total*

Stuart Horse ArtiUery.

Breathed's (Virginia) battery
Griffin's (2d Maryland) bnttery
McGregor's (Virginia) battery

Total*

36 140 64

RECAPITULATION.

First Army Ck)rps
Second Army Corps
Third Army Corps
Stuart'B Cavalry Division .

Grand total .

910
809
837
36

4,339
3,823
4,407

140

3,290
1,305
1,491

64

2,592 12,709 5,160

7,53!:
6,93(
6,raE

84C

90,451

Note.— The records of prisoners of war on file in the office of the Adjutant-General, U. S. Army,
bear the names of 12,227wounded and unwounded Confederates captured by the Union forces at ana
about Gettysburg, from July 1 to 5, inclusive. The number of woimded is reported by the medical
director of the Army of the Potomac as 6,802.

No. 428.

Reports of Brig. Gen. William N. Pendleton, C. S. Army, Chief of
Artillery.

Hdqrs. Artillery Corps, Army of Northern Virginia,
September 12, 1863.

General : A report of artillery operations during the late cam-
paign I have no-w the honor to submit. It has been some-what re-
tarded by delays on the part of battalion commanders.

The severe contests near Fredericksburg early in May having
resulted disastrously to the enemy, opportunity was allowed us of
repairing losses and getting ready for subsequent operations. To this
end my energies were directed throughout the month of May. What
has been the general reserve was distributed, and the three corps, into
which the army was now divided, had assigned to each five artillery
battalions, averaging four four-gun batteries, each battalion being
satisfactorily equipped and well commanded, and the group for each

corps being under charge of a suitable chief.
* Loss, if any, not of record.
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halted, and sent back to hasten his artillery. Members of my stafif
were also dispatched to remedy, as far as practicable, the delay.
Cabell's, Alexander's, and Henry's battalions at length arrived, and
the whole column moved toward the enemy's left. Colonel Alex-
ander, by General Longstreet's direction, proceeded to explore the
ground still farther to the right, and. Henry's battalion, accompany-
ing Hood's division, was thrown in that direction. Upon these, as
soon as observed, the enemy opened a furious cannonade, the course
of which rendered necessary a change in the main artillery column.
Cabell's battalion deflected to the right, while Alexander's was mainly
parked for a season, somewhat under cover, till it could advance to
better purpose. The fire on the cross-road through the woods hav-
ing, after some time, slackened, I reconnoitered that front again. As
before, the enemy was only a few hundred yards off, awaiting attack.

Soon after, at about 4 p. m. , the general assault was made. Alex-
ander's battalion moved into position, fronting the peach orchard
near the Emmitsburg road, and opened with vigor, as did the bat-
talions to its right. The enemy obstinately resisted, and our batteries
suffered severely. Within an hour, however, his guns were silenced
and his position was carried. Alexander then ran forward his pieces,
which did effectual service in hastening and confining the enemy to
his rear position on the mountain. Between his guns in that position
and our batteries a cannonade was kept up, more or less briskly, till
dark.

While the First Corps thus advanced into position and operated on
the right, the batteries of the Third Corps from the advanced posi-
tion in the center, early taken, occupied the attention of the enemy
by a deliberate fire during the whole afternoon. Opportunity was
once or twice taken by myself to observe the progress and effect of
this fire. It elicited a spirited reply, and was useful in preventing
full concentration by the enemy on either flank. On the left, attack
was also delayed till the afternoon.

About 4 p. m. the guns of the Second Corps, in position on that
front, generally opened with a well-directed and effective fire. This
also (although the right seemed to claim my chief attention) was
partially observed by me from the central ridge in rear of the Third
Corps. Massed as were the enemy's batteries on the Cemetery Hill,
fronting our left, and commanding as was their position, our artil-
lery, admirably served as it was, operated there under serious disad-
vantage and with considerable loss. It still, however, for the most
part, maintained its ground, and prepared the way for infantry oper-
ations. Here the gallant Major Latimer, so young and yet so exem-
plary, received the wound which eventuated in his death.

Thus stood affairs at nightfall, the 2d : On the left and in the cen-
ter, nothing gained; on the right, batteries and lines well advanced,
the enemy meanwhile strengthening himself in a position naturally
formidable and everywhere difficult of approach.

By direction of the commanding general, the artillery along our
entire line was to be prepared for opening, as early as possible on the
morning of the .3d, a concentrated and destructive fire, consequent
upon which a general advance was to be made. The right, especially,
was, if practicable, to sweep the enemy from his stronghold on that
flank. Visiting the lines at a very early hour toward securing readi-
ness for this great attempt, I found much (by Colonel Alexander's
energy) already accomplished on the right. Henry's battalion held
about its original position on the flank. Alexander's was next, in
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front of the peach orchard. Then came the Washington Artillery
Battalion, under Major Eshleman, and Bearing's battalion on his
left, these two having arrived since dusk of the day before; and be-
yond Bearing, Cabell's battalion had been arranged, making nearly
sixty guns for that wing, all well advanced in a sweeping curve of
about a mile. In the posting of these there appeared little room for
improvement, so judiciously had they been adjusted. To Colonel
Alexander, placed here in charge by General Longstreet, the wishes
of the commanding general were repeated. The battalion and bat-

tery commanders were also cautioned how to fire so as to waste as

little ammunition as possible. To the Third Corps artillery atten-
tion was also given. Major Poague's battalion had been advanced
to the line of the right wing, and was not far from its left. His guns
also were well posted. Proper directions were also given to him and
his officers. The other battalions of this corps, a portion of Garnett's,
under Major [Charles] Richardson, being in reserve, held their posi-
tions of the day before, as did those of the Second Corps, each group
having specific instructions from its chief. Care was also given to
the convenient posting of ordnance trains, especially for the right,
as most distant from the main depot, and due notice given of their
position.

From some cause, the expected attack was delayed several hours.
Meanwhile the enemy threw against our extreme right a considerable
force, which was met with energy, Henry's battalion rendering, in
its repulse, efficient service.

' At length, about 1 p. m., on the concerted signal, our guns in posi-
tion, nearly one hundred and fifty, opened fire along the entire line
from right to left, salvos by battery being much practiced, as directed,
to secure greater deliberation and power. The enemy replied with
their full force. So mighty an artillery contest has perhaps never been

waged, estimating together the number and character of guns and

the duration of the conflict. The average distance between contest-
ants was about 1,400 yards, and the efi'ect was necessarily serious on

both sides. With the enemy, there was advantage of elevation and

protection from earthworks; but his fire was unavoidably more or

less divergent, while ours was convergent. His troops were massed,

ours diffused. We, therefore, suffered apparently much less. Great
commotion was produced in his ranks, and his batteries were to such
extent driven off or silenced as to have insured his defeat but for the

extraordinary strength of his position.
Proceeding again to the right, to see about the anticipated advance

of the artillery, delayed beyond expectation, I found, among other
difficulties, many batteries getting out of or low in ammunition, and

the all-important question of supply received my earnest attention.
Frequent shell endangering the First Corps ordnance train in the con-
venient locality I had assigned it, it had been removed farther back.
This necessitated longer time for refilling caissons. What was worse,
the train itself was very limited, so that its stock was soon exhausted,
rendering requisite demand upon the reserve train, farther off. The
whole amount was thus being rapidly reduced. With our means,
to keep up supply at the rate required for such a conflict proved
practically impossible. There had to be, therefore, some relaixation
of the protracted fire, and some lack of support for the deferred and
attempted advance. But if this and other causes prevented our
sweeping the enemy from his position, he was so crippled as to be
incapable of any formidable movement. Night closed upon our guns
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in their advanced position. And had our resources allowed ammuni-
tion for the artillery to play another day, the tremendous part it had
performed on this his stronghold could scarcely have sufficed to save
the enemy from rout and ruin.

In the defensive measures directed for the 4th, my care was given
to the whole line. The batteries on the right and left were drawn
back and kept ready for emergencies. Two batteries of Garnett's
battalion. Third Corps, two of Eshleman's, First Corps, and one of
Jones', Second Corps, were detailed to report to General Imboden,
at Cashtown, and aid in guarding the main wagon train back to
Williamsport. The battalions generally remained in position most
of the day. Nothing, however, was attempted by the enemy. That
night artillery and infantry all moved to the rear.

After some casualties incident in part to the progress of such a
train in an enemy's country, through mountains infested by cavalry
detachments, the batteries accompanying General Imboden arrived
with the train at Williamsport late on the 5th, and, on the 6th, did
excellent service in repelling an attack of the enemy.

On the 7th, the artillery, with the body of the army, encamped near
Hagerstown, without material incident since leaving Gettysburg.
Men and animals were, however, much fatigued, and the latter greatly
worn down by the hard service they had endured with light fare, and
by heavy draught in roads rendered deep by continued rain, with
numbers reduced by losses in battle.

On the 10th, attack being threatened by the enemy, the artilleo-,
partaking the hopeful expectations of the whole army, earnestly
participated in forming an extended and fortified line of battle, whose
left rested on heights west of Hagerstown, and right on the Potomac,
some miles below Williamsport. In full expectation of a decisive
battle here, the army was, by the commanding general, called upon for
its utmost efforts, and I was specially- directed to see that everything
possible was accomplished by the artillery. Accordingly, for three
days, during which the enemy was waited for, my best energies were
given, with those of others, to the work of arrangement and prepara-
tion. The enemy, however, prudently forbore, and, it being unde-
sirable to await him longer, our army was, on the night of the 13th,
withdrawn to the south bank of the Potomac. In this movement,
necessarily involving much labor, greatly increased difficulty was
imposed upon those responsible for artillery operations by the en-
feebled condition of horses drawing through roads saturated with rain,
and by the swollen state of the river, which confined the whole army,
train and all, to one route across the pontoon bridge at Falling Wa-
ters. Still, the task was cheerfully undertaken, and in the main suc-
cessfully accomplished. With the exception of a few caissons aban-
do:aed by some officers because teams could draw them no longer, and
two guns left by those in charge for like reason, the battalions were
entirely across by noon of the 14th. After crossing, Carter's guns
were placed in position on the hill just below the bridge, and some
of Garnett's on that just above. Lane's 20-pounder Parrotts were
also posted some distance farther down, ana [W. B. ] Hurt's Whit-
worths higher up, all to repel an expected advance of the enemy.*
A few only of his guns, however, approached, and threw a shell or
two, though they took care to keep out of view. A small body of
skirmishers, besides, ventured rather nearer, but they were speedily
dispersed by some well-directed shots, and cannon were there needed
no longer.
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Twelfth Corps Hospital, July 3, 1863.

General: A great many colors were taken by our troops to-day— one brigade took ten. In order to collect them, it would be well to send a circular for each regimental commander to report the number taken. I have seen several on the road to-day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.

[General Meade.]

Headquarters Second Corps, July 5, 1863.

I have the honor to transmit herewith twenty-two flags captured by this corps in the last battle at Gettysburg.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. P. BROWNSON,

General Williams,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain, and Aide-de-Camp.

------,-------, 1863.

General: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of my command from June 28 until July 5, inclusive:

On the morning of June 28, the Second Corps marched from near Sugar Loaf Mountain, Md., with orders from Major-General Hooker to encamp at Frederick. When near Monocacy Junction, the corps was ordered into camp near that place by Major-General Meade, who had that day assumed command of the army.

On the morning of the 29th, orders were received for the corps to march at 4 a. m. and move to Frizellburg. An accident delaying the delivery of the order, the command was not in motion until 8 a. m.

At 10 p. m. the command was halted for the night 1 mile beyond Uniontown^ having accomplished with its entire train a march of over 30 miles. Frizellburg was not reached, owing to its being considerably farther from Monocacy Junction than indicated by the maps.

At Uniontown I ascertained that Stuart was at Westminster with a heavy force of cavalry and a number of guns, which information I communicated to the major-general commanding.

The corps remained in camp at Uniontown on the 30th.

On the morning of July 1, the command marched to Taneytown,

going into bivouac about 11 a. m. I then proceeded in person to reneral Meade’s headquarters, and, on reporting to him, was informed as to his intention with reference to giving battle to the enemy, the orders for preparatory movements being then ready for issue.

A few minutes before 1 p. m., I received orders to proceed in person to the front, and assume command of the First, Third, and Eleventh Corps, in consequence of the death of Major-General Reynolds. Having been fully informed by the major-general commanding as to his intentions, I was instructed by him to give the necessary directions upon my arrival at the front for the movement of troops and trains to the rear toward the line of battle he had selected, should I deem it expedient to do so. If the ground was suitable, and circumstances made it wise, I was directed to establish the line of battle at Gettysburg.

Turning over the command of the Second Corps to Brigadier-Gen-
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the enemy’s batteries to the right of thfc brick house, in which the One hundred and eleventh New York Volunteers, under Colonel Mac-Dougall, bore a distinguished part. This brigade lost nearly one-half its numbers.

It was nearly dark/ Proceeding to the right of the Second Corps, near Cemetery Hill, and hearing a heavy engagement on General Howard’s front, the firing seeming to come nearer and nearer, I directed General Gibbon to send Colonel Carroll’s brigade, Third Division, to that point, to report to General Howard at once. I was gratified to hear subsequently, from General Howard in person, that it arrived at a very critical time, and that this unexpected re-en-forcement materially assisted him in driving the enemy from his front. Hearing firing farther to the right, and believing it to be on General Slocum’s front, and fearing that the troops he had sent to me had left him without sufficient force, I directed General Gibbon to send two regiments to that point. The Seventy-first Pennsylvania, Col. R. Penn Smith, and the One hundred and sixth Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. W. L. Curry, were dispatched, but they also reported to Major-General Howard. The One hundred and sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers remained until relieved next day, doing good service. The Seventy-first returned to its command about midnight, without having received orders to do so, after suffering some loss.

In addition to the troops specially mentioned heretofore as being on the line of the Second Corps on July 2, I would mention Battery C, Fourth U. S. Artillery, commanded by Lieut. Evan Thomas. This officer is particularly mentioned for bravery and good conduct.

A battery of the Artillery Reserve, commanded by------------, was also

on the line during this action.

During the night of the 2d, the batteries were supplied with ammunition as far as practicable. Having brought but half the ammunition train of the corps, we were dependent somewhat on others. The battery ammunition was suppliea by the train of the Artillery Reserve, though not to the full extent required.

For details of the important service rendered by the First Division of the Second Corps, during the time it was detached in the afternoon of the 2d instant, I refer you to the clear "and concise report of its commander, Brigadier-General Caldwell, which is herewith transmitted. Between 500 and 600 prisoners were captured by this division on that occasion.

The corps had been so weakened by its losses on the 2d, that on the 3d instant it required every available man in the line of battle to cover the ground held the previous day. Colonel Carroll’s brigade, of General Hays’ division, was retained by General Howard, and, with the exception of the Eighth Ohio, was not engaged with the Second Corps during the day.

The early morning passea in comparative quiet along our front, but the heavy and continued firing on the right indicated that the efforts of the enemy were being directed on the Twelfth Corps. Trifling affairs occurred at intervals between the enemy’s skirmishers and our own, and the artillery of the corps was frequently and successfully engaged with that of the enemy.�'

From 11 a. m. until 1 p. m. there was an ominous stillness. About 1 o’clock, apparently by a given signal, the enemy opened upon our front with the heaviest artillery fire I have ever known. Their guns were in position at an average distance of about 1;400 yards from my line, ana ran in a semicircle from the town of Gettysburg to a point
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opposite Round Top Mountain. Their number is variously estimated at from one hundred and fifteen to one hundred and fifty. The air was filled with projectiles, there being scarcely an instant but that several were seen bursting at once. No irregularity of ground afforded much protection, and the plain in rear of the line of battle was soon swept of everything movable. The infantry troops maintained their position with great steadiness, covering themselves as best they might by the temporary but trifling defenses they had erected and the accidents of the ground. Scarcely a straggler was seen, but all waited the cessation of the fierce cannonade, knowing well what it foreshadowed. The artillery of the corps, imperfectly supplied with ammunition, replied to the enemy most gallantly, maintaining the unequal contest in a manner that reflected the highest honor on this arm of the service. Brown’s battery (B, First Rhode Island), which had suffered severely on the 2d, and expended all of its canister on that day, retired before the cannonading ceased, not being effective for further service. The remaining batteries continued their fire until only canister remained to them, and then ceased.

After an hour and forty-five minutes, the fire of . the enemy became less furious, and immediately their infantry was seen in the woods beyond the Emmitsburg road, preparing for the assault. A strong line of skirmishers soon advanced (followed by two deployed lines of battle), supported at different points by small columns of infantry. Their lines were formed with a precisionand steadiness that extorted the admiration of the witnesses of that memorable scene. The left of the enemy extended: slightly beyond the right of General Alexander Hays’ division, the right being about opposite the left of General Gibbon’s. Their line of battle thus covered a front of not more than two of the small and incomplete divisions of the corps. The whole attacking force is estimated to have exceeded 15,000 men.

No attempt was made to check the advance of the enemy until the first line had arrived within about 700 yards of our position, when a feeble fire of artillery was opened upon it, but with no material effect, and without delaying for a moment its determined advance. The column pressed on, coming within musketry range without receiving immediately our fire, our men evincing a striking disposition to withhold it until it could be delivered with deadly effect.

Two regiments of Stannard’s Vermont Brigade (of the First Corps), which had been posted in a little grove in front of and at a considerable angle with the main line, first opened with an oblique fire upon the right of the enemy’s column, which had the effect to make the troops on that flank double in a little toward their left. They still pressed on, however, without halting to return the fire. The rifled guns of our artillery, having fired away all their canister, were now withdrawn, or left on the ground inactive, to await the issue of the struggle between the opposing infantry. Arrived at between 200 and 300 yards, the troops of the enemy were met by a destructive fire from the divisions, of Gibbon and Hays* which they promptly returned, and the fight at once became fierce and general. In front of Hays’ division it was not of very long duration. Mowed down by canister from Woodruff’s battery, and by the fire from two regiments judiciously posted by General Hays in his extreme front and right, and by the fire of different lines in the rear, the enemy broke in great disorder, leaving fifteen colors and nearly 2,000 prisoners in the hands of this division. Those of the enemy’s troops who did not fall into
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Wells, color-bearer Sixth New York Cavalry, and Privates [Alvin] Stearns and [David] Smith, Company D, Sixth New York Cavalry— behaved with their usual bravery, and always faithfully remained at their posts, no matter how dangerous their position.

I desire to bring particularly to the notice of the major-general , commanding the case of Sergt. Frederick Fuger, first sergeant of Battery A, Fourth U. S. Artillery. During the action of the 3d, his conduct was such as to entitle him to promotion, and his character is such as to make this a proper method of rewarding his services. In this connection I refer to the report of Brigadier-General Webb. Attached hereto is a tabular statement of casualties.*

With reference to the number of colors taken from the enemy, it is proper to say that each division has been credited with the number actually turned in, and for which receipts are held, making the aggregate of twenty-seven. There were undoubtedly thirty-three colors captured, the balance having been secreted as individual trophies.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, Major-General, Commanding Second Corps.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac.

ADDENDA.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,

October 24, 1863.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: General : At the request of Major-General Hancock, I submit the following corrections in his official report of the operations of the Second Corps at Gettysburg. The general wishes the changes made in the copy of his report understood to have been already forwarded to the War Department:

In the description of the fight of July 2, the sentence, “The force which had turned General Caldwell’s right and driven the left of the Third Corps now approached the line of battle as originally established, driving Humphreys’ command rapidly back,” to be changed to read as follows: “The force, &c., *�* * approached the line

of battle as originally established. Humphreys’ command was forced back, contesting the ground stubbornly.”

Again, on next page, for “Their artillery had been left on the field,” read, “Three guns of one of its batteries had been left on the field, owing to the losses of horses and men.”

Again, after the sentence, “By the advance of these regiments the artillery which had been left on the field in the Third Corps line was recaptured from the enemy,” insert the following sentence: “Humphreys’ division participated in this advance and in the recapture of its guns.”

The report forwarded to general headquarters not being accessible,. I am not able to refer to pages and lines when indicating the corrections desired by Major-General Hancock.

I am, general, very respectfully,

C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel, and Assistant Inspector-General.

* Embodied in revised statement, pp. 175-177.
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Company E, and Sergt. Maj. Irving P. Jaques. Among the seriously wounded are Col. C. D. MacDougall; Acting Adjutant Capron; Captain Holmes, Company D, Captain Mead, Company I, and Captain Smith, Company K.

Lieutenant-Colonel Lusk was thrown from his horse and seriously injured during the first part of July 3, thus leaving no field officer with the regiment.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. P. SEELEY,

Capt., Comdg. One hundred and eleventh New York Vols.

Lieutenant Sheldon,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 131.

Report of Lieut. Harry L. Haskell, One hundred and twenty-fifth New York Infantry.

-----,--------, 1863.

Sib : The regiment left Centreville, Va., on June 25, and arrived at Gettysburg on the morning of July 2. Took position on a nameless hill, situated about half a mile from the village. Three companies were immediately after our arrival deployed as skirmishers in front of our position, suffering some considerable loss during the day.

Just before sunset of that day the brigade was ordered to take position on and support the left, where the entire brigade charged the enemy and drove them, after which we were ordered by Colonel Willard, commanding the brigade, to retreat, which was done in excellent order. The loss on that day was heavy.

About 9 p. m. took the position previously occupied, and held it until after the battle.

On the 3d, skirmishers were kept in front of our position. About 2 p. m. the enemy formed line, and made a desperate charge on our position, and was repulsed with heavy loss. All prisoners agree in saying that it was by far the most desperate battle of the war. Nothing further, other than skirmishing, occurred on our front up to the time the enemy fell back.

The regiment left Gettysburg July 5.

HARRY L. HASKELL, Second Lieutenant, and Acting Adjutant.

[Lieut. Elias P. Sheldon,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.]

No. 132.

Report of Capt. John G. Hazard, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, commanding Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps.

Hdqbs. Abtilleby Bbigade, Second Abmy Cobps,

August 1, 1863.

Sib: I have the honor to transmit the following report of the part taken by the batteries of this brigade in the battle of July 2 and 3: On the morning of July 1, the brigade—composed of Light Com-
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pany I, First U. S. Artillery, First Lieut. George A. Woodruff commanding; Battery A, Fourth U. S. Artillery, First Lieut. A. H. Cushing commanding; Battery A, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, Capt. W. A. Arnold commanding; Battery B, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, First Lieut. T. Frederick Brown commanding; Battery B, First New York Artillery, Capt. J M. Rorty commanding—moved from Uniontown, Md., to Taney town, where a halt of three hours was made.

At 2 p. m. the brigade moved toward Gettysburg, Pa., to the support of the First Corps, then engaged with the enemy, and at 11 p. m. went into position 3 miles southeast of Gettysburg, on the Taney town road and facing Gettysburg.

The brigade moved with the corps at daylight on July 2 toward Gettysburg, and, upon the establishment of the battle-line of the corps to the left of the Taneytown road, took position in the following order, as shown in diagram: Oh the right, in a grove, Light Company I (six light 12-pounders); 150 yards to the left, Battery A, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, and Battery A, Fourth U. 8. Artillery (both six 3-indh batteries). Upon their left was placed Battery B, First Rhode Island Light Artillery (six light 12-pounders), while to the extreme left, and operating with the First Division of the corps, was placed Battery B, First New York Artillery (four 10-pounaer Parrotts).

- At 11 a. m. the enemy was seen in force in the woods to the front and right, and shell and case shot were fired till their disappearance. The enemy opened with artillery several times during the day, but was always silenced by the concentrated fire of our own artillery.

About 4 p. m. the Third Corps advanced to the Emmitsburg road, and, upon being repulsed, our lines were opened upon by the enemy writh artillery. A vigorous fire was returned.

At 6 p. m. the enemy advanced in force, and, after a sharp contest, our lines were pushed back several hundred yards, the two batteries on the left—Battery B, First New York Artillery, and Battery B, First Rhode Island Light Artillery—conforming their movements to that of the infantry. Upon gaining a more commanding position upon the crest of the hill, a rapid fire was opened upon the enemy, causing great slaughter, and steadily driving them back.

The two batteries on the left, being at the main point of attack on the left and center of the line, suffered most severely. Battery B, First New York Artillery, lost 1 man killed, 8 men wounded, and 13 horses disabled. Battery B, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, lost 1 man killed, 7 men wounded, and 2 missing. This battery was exposed to a most severe infantry fire; 24 horses were killed and 6 disabled, and it became necessary to send two guns to the rear. First Lieut. T. Fred. Brown was severely wounded in the neck by a musket-shot while gallantly commanding the battery, and the command devolved upon First Lieut. W. S. Perrin. First Lieut. Samuel Canby, Battery A, Fourth U. S. Artillery, was severely wounded in the hand.

The morning of July 3 was quiet until about 8 o’clock, when the enemy suddenly opened fire upon our position, exploding three limbers of Battery A, Fourth U. S. Artillery, but otherwise causing little loss. Little reply was made, save by Light Company I, First U. S. Artillery, which battery during the forenoon had eight separate engagements with the enemy.

-At 1 p. m. the artillery of the enemy opened along the whole line,
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and for an hour and a quarter we were subjected to a very warm artillery fire. The batteries did not at first reply, till the fire of the enemy becoming too terrible, they returned it till all their ammunition, excepting canister, had been expended; they then waited for the anticipated infantry attack of the enemy. Battery B, First New York Artillery, was entirely exhausted ; its ammunition expended; its horses and men killed and disabled; the commanding officer, Capt. J. M. Rorty, killed, and senior First Lieut. A. S. Sheldon severely wounded. The other batteries were in similar condition; still, they bided the attack. The rebel lines advanced slowly but surely ; half the valley had been passed over by them before the guns dared expend a round of the precious ammunition remaining on hand. The enemy steadily approached, and, when within deadly range, canister was thrown with terrible effect into their ranks. Battery A, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, had expended every round, and the lines of the enemy still advanced. Cushing was killed; Milne had fallei\, mortally wounded; their battery was exhausted, their ammunition gone, and it was feared the guns would be lost if not withdrawn.

At this. trying moment the two batteries were taken away; but Woodruff still remained in the grove, and poured death and destruction into the rebel lines. They had gained the crest, and but few shots remained. All seemed lost, and the enemy, exultant, rushed on. But on reaching the crest they found our infantry, fresh and waiting on the opposite side. The tide turned; backward and downward rushed the rebel line, shattered and broken, and the victory was gained. Woodruff, who had gallantly commanded the battery through the action of July 2 and 3, fell, mortally wounded, at the very moment of victory. The command of the battery devolved upon Second Lieut. Tully McCrea, First U. S. Artillery.

Batteries from the Artillery Reserve of the army immediately occupied the positions vacated by the exhausted batteries of the brigade, and immediate efforts were made to recuperate and restore them to serviceable condition. So great was the loss in officers, men, and horses, that it was found necessary to consolidate Light Company I, First U. S. Artillery, Battery A, Fourth U. S. Artillery, and Batteries A and B, First Rhode Island Light .Artillery, thus reducing the five batteries that entered the fight to three.

The greatest praise is due to the gallantry and courage of the officers and men of the brigade, of whom one-third were either killed or wounded. The fire under which they fought on the afternoon of July 3 was most severe and terrible, as the inclosed list of killed, wounded, and missing* will sufficiently testify.

In the death of Capt. J. M. Rorty the brigade has lost a worthy officer, a gallant soldier, and an estimable man. He had enjoyed his new position but one day, having assumed command of Battery B, First New York Artillery, on July 2, as it was about to engage the enemy.

First Lieut. A. H. Cushing, commanding Battery A, Fourth U. S. Artillery, fell on July 3, mortally wounded by a musket-shot. He especially distinguished himself for his extreme gallantry and bravery, his courage and ability, and his love for his profession. His untimely death and the loss of such a promise as his youth cherished are sincerely mourned.

First Lieut. George A. Woodruff, commanding Light Company I?

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 177,



﻿Chap. XXXIX.]�THE GETTYSBURG CAMPAIGN.�481

First U. S. Artillery, fell, mortally wounded, on July 3, while the rebel lines, after a most successful and daring advance, were being pushed back in destruction and defeat. To the manner in which the guns of his battery were served and his unflinching courage and determination may be due the pertinacity with which this part of the line was so gallantly held under a most severe attack. Lieutenant Woodruff was an able soldier, distinguished for his excellent judgment and firmness in execution, and his loss is one which cannot be easily replaced. He expired on July 4, and, at his own request, was buried on the field on which he had yielded his life to his country.

Second Lieut. Joseph S. Milne, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, was mortally wounded on the afternoon of July 3 by a musket-shot through the lungs. He survived his wound one week, and breathed his last at Gettysburg on July 10. In his regiment he was noted for his bravery and willingness to encounter death in any guise, while his. modesty and manliness gained for him the ready esteem of his many comrades. His death is a loss to all, and we cannot but mourn that so bright a life should thus suddenly be veiled in death. At the time of his decease he was attached to Battery A, Fourth U. S. Artillery, with which battery he had served during the campaign. Every officer in this battery was either killed or wounded.

First Lieut. T. Fred. Brown, Battery B, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, was severely wounded in the neck on the afternoon of July 2. This officer deserves great praise for the cool and able manner in which he commanded his battery, although exposed to a most galling infantry fire, in a position to the front of the line of the corps, where his horses were shot down faster than they could be replaced. The guns were served admirably and with precision, driving the rebels with great loss.

Honorable mention should be made of First Lieut. A. S. Sheldon, Battery B, First New York Artillery, wounded on the afternoon of July 3; of Capt. W. A. Arnold, commanding Battery A, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, who, after gallantly fighting his own battery and saving it, also withdrew the battery of A, Fourth U. S. Artillery, Cushing and Milne having fallen; of Second Lieuts. Tully McCreaand John Egan, First U. S. Artillery, for their distinguished coolness and bravery, and of First Lieut. R. E. Rogers, First New York Artillery, upon whom the command of Battery B, First New York Artillery, finally devolved.

Special mention is made of First Sergt. Frederick Fuger, of Battery A, Fourth U. S. Artillery, for his bravery during the battle, especially exhibited when all his officers had fallen, and he, in the heat of the fire, was obliged to assume command of the company. He is most earnestly recommended for promotion, having proved himself a brave soldier and a modest but competent officer.

I beg leave to call particular attention to First Lieut. G. L. Dwight, ordnance officer and acting adjutant of the brigade, for the untiring energy displayed in supplying the brigade with ammunition, and the efficient service rendered in the field. Reposing the utmost confidence in this officer’s abilities, I most respectfully recommend him for promotion.

JNO. G. HAZARD,

Capt First Rhode Island Light Artillery, Qgmdg. Brigadef Lieut. Col. C. H. Morgan,

Chief of Staff, Second Army Corg$f�i
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feet over our lines. About one-half hour after the commencement, some general commanding the infantry line ordered three of the batteries to return the fire. After the discharge of a few rounds, I ordered the fire to cease and the men to be covered. After the enemy had fired about one hour and a half, and expended at least 10,000 rounds of ammunition, with but comparatively little damage to our immediate line, a slow, well-directed fire from all the guns under my command was concentrated upon single batteries of the enemy of those best in view, and several badly broken up and successively driven from their position to the rear.

At about 3 p. m. a line of battle of about 3,000 or 4,000 men appeared, advancing directly upon our front, which was completely broken up and scattered by our fire before coming within musket range of our lines. Immediately after, appeared three extended lines of battle, of at least 35,000 men, advancing upon our center. These three lines of battle presented an oblique front to the guns under my command, and by training the whole line of guns obliquely to the right, we had a raking fire through all three of these lines. The execution of the fire must have been terrible, as it was over a level plain, and the effect was plain to be seen. In a few minutes, instead of a well-ordered line of battle, there were broken and confused masses, and fugitives fleeing in every direction. This ended the operations of the batteries under my command at the battle of Gettysburg.

In conclusion, I feel it a duty to state that the officers and men of the batteries in my brigade behaved in the most gallant manner. On July 2, where the battle raged most furiously, part of the Fifth and Ninth Massachusetts, and C and F, consolidated Pennsylvania Artillery, contested every inch of ground, and remained on the field to the very last. The Sixth Maine Battery came into action in very opportune time, and rendered very valuable service. Captain Irish, erf Battery F, Pennsylvania Artillery, acting volunteer aide to me, was hit on the thigh in the early part of the engagement by solid shot, but would not leave the field to have his wound dressed until ordered by me to do so, and, notwithstanding a serious contusion which he was suffering under, reported to me on the morning of July 3, and remained with me during the day, ready to discharge any duty. Captains Phillips’ and Bigelow’s conduct was gallant in the extreme.*

F. McGILVERY,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

General R. O. Tyler, Comdg. Artillery Reserve.

No. 319.

Report of Capt. Charles A. Phillips, Battery E, Massachusetts

Light Artillery.

Hdqrs. Battery E, Massachusetts Artillery,

July 6, 1863.

Major: I have the honor to forward a report of the battery during the action of July 2 and 3.

* The number taken into action by this brigade was as follows: E, Massachusetts Artillery, 4 officers and 100 men; Ninth Massachusetts, 4 officers and 100 men; Fifteenth New York, 2 officers and 68 men: and C and F, Pennsylvania Artillery, 6 officers and 100 men; making a total of 15 officers and 368 men.
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On the morning of the 2d, I marched from Taneytown toward Gettysburg, and came into park near the battle-field.

At 4 o'clock I was ordered into action, and took position on the right of Captain Bigelow and left of Captain Hart. The enemy soon opened a heavy artillery fire on our front and right, one battery on my right, which I could not see, giving us a very hot enfilading fire.

Toward 5 o’clock the enemy succeeded in forcing back our lines on our right and left, and the battery was subjected to a heavy musketry fire on both flanks. Accordingly, upon receiving the order from you, I limbered to the rear and retired. The horses on the left piece were shot before limbering, and we were obliged to bring the piece off by hand, leaving the limber. This was, however, brought off on the 4th.

Lieut. Henry D. Scott was shot in the face and severely wounded while bringing off this piece.

After retiring about 1,000 yards, I came into battery by the side of the Sixth Maine Battery, Lieutenant Dow commanding, and remained until my ammunition was expended, when I marched to the rear and went into park for the night.

At daylight on the 3d, I was ordered to the front, and took position to the right and rear of the position of the day before, on the right of Captain Hart and left of Captain Thompson. Under your directions, the guns were protected by a slight parapet, which proved of very great service.

About 1 o’clock the enemy opened a heavy fire from a long line of batteries, ‘which was kept up for an hour, but beyond the noise which was made no great harm was done. Having received orders from General Hunt and from you not to reply to their batteries, I remained silent for the first half hour, when General Hancock ordered us to open. We then opened fire on the enemy’s batteries, but in the thick smoke probably did very little damage. By your orders, we soon ceased firing. Soon after, a charge was made by General Longstreet’s corps, and from my position I was enabled to pour a heavy enfilading fire into the rebel infantry. After the repulse of this charge, another was made by a Florida brigade within range of my guns. During the charge of General Longstreet, the rebels advanced a battery of 12-pounders on our left, whereupon the batteries of the First Brigade were ordered to concentrate their fire on it, which was done with such good effect that the rebel cannoneers were driven from their posts almost immediately, and left their guns on the field. I remained in this position until Saturday forenoon.

I beg leave to express entire satisfaction with my officers and men.

During the two days I fired 690 rounds; lost 1 officer, wounded; 4 men killed and 16 wounded, and 40 horses killed and a number disabled.

A number of small implements were lost during the falling back of the first day, but the only losses of materiel which interfere with the efficiency of the battery are 1 wheel harness for 1 horse, 4 sets of lead harness, and 2 wheels.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHAS. A. PHILLIPS,

Captain Battery E, Massachusetts Artillery,

Major McGilvery,

Comdg. First Volunteer Brigade, Artillery Reserve.
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then ordered to report to Lieutenant-Colonel McGilvery, then on the right of the Baltimore pike, about 2 miles to the rear.

I have the honor to remain, yonr obedient servant,

R. S. MILTON,

Lieutenant, Comdg. Ninth Massachusetts Vol. Battery. Captain Whittelsey, A. A. G., Artillery Reserve.

No. 321.

Report of Capt. Patrick Hart, Fifteenth New York Battery.

Near Warrenton Junction, Va., August 2, 1863.

Captain: I have the honor to report, in compliance with the circular of July 17, the proceedings of the Fifteenth Independent New York Light Battery.

On the 2d instant [ultimo], I was ordered by Major McGilvery to go to the front with him, to take a position in the line of battle. I proceeded to the left and center, when we met General Sickles, with whom the major consulted. I halted my battery, and received orders to go with the major to reconnoiter the enemy. The major, General Tyler’s aide, and I proceeded to the front, when the major pointed out the position I was to occupy. According to Major Mc-Gilvery’s orders, I formed my battery into line, and was proceeding to take position when I met General Hunt, chief of artillery, who ordered me to take a position on the left of the peach orchard. I immediately obeyed the general’s orders, and came into battery as directed. I then directed the fire of my battery on one of the enemy’s batteries, which was doing heavy execution on our line of battle. This battery was to my right and front, and distant about 900 yards. I used solid shot and shell with such effect that the enemy was compelled to withdraw their battery. They then brought a battery still farther to my right. They poured a tremendous cross-fire into me, killing 3 of my men and wounding 5, also killing 13 horses.

At this time my attention was drawn to a heavy column of infantry advancing on our line. I directed my fire with shrapnel on this column to good effect. I then changed to canister, repulsing the attack made on my battery. At this time the batteries on my right were abandoned, with the exception of Captain Ames’, which retired in good order to the rear.

After the first repulse of the enemy, they reformed and advanced on me a second time, and were repulsed. At this very moment I saw a very heavy column of the enemy advancing on the left of the barn and through a wheat-field, distant about 400 yards. I directed the fire of the left piece of my battery with canister upon this column, which did excellent execution, the enemy breaking in confusion. At this time the enemy were advancing in heavy force on me. I fired my last round of canister at this column before I retired. Previous to this I had sent to the rear for two of my caissons. There came word to me that they were not where I left them. I sent another messenger to bring them up. When they were convenient to me, they were again ordered to the rear. The only projectiles I had left were a few solid shot. I then limbered to the rear, and retired about 1 mile. When I got to the rear it was after dark. I then repaired damages, drew a supply of ammunition, and reported to General Tyler. I was ready for action again at 4 a. m. of the 3d.



﻿888

K. C.? VA,y W. VA., MD., PA.? ETC.�[Chap. ZXXIX.

I think it my- duty to mention the brave and gallant conduct of General Tyler's aide, and also that of Lieutenant Knox, of my battery.

Early on tbe morning of the 3d, I received orders by Major McGil-very's orderly to proceed to the front, which order I immediately obeyed. When I reached the front, not being able to find Major Mc-Gilvery, I reported to Captain Thompson. He told me to come into position anywhere on his left, so as to leave room for Captain Phillips. I took position accordingly. A short time after, General Hunt, passing along the line, told me to hold my position and not to return the enemy's fire unless I saw his infantry advancing; then to open fire to the best advantage. This order was afterward repeated to me by Major McGilvery, which I obeyed, until ordered by General Hancock to open on the enemy's batteries. I obeyed this order, but after firing a few rounds Major McGilvery ordered me to cease firing. After the enemy opened with all of his batteries, I was ordered by Major McGilvery to return their fire, which I did.

At this time Second Lieut. E. M. Knox and I were wounded; Lieutenant Knox severely and myself slightly. First Lieut. A. R. McMahon being at the rear in arrest, and I having no officer to place

in charge of the right section, I placed----------in charge of it,

and Sergt. William Sheehy in charge of the left. The conduct of the latter during that terrific day's fight is deserving of the highest praise.

While firing at the enemy’s batteries I used solid shot and shell, but when his infantry commenced to advance, I fired shell and shrapnel until the right of his first column came within about 500 yards of me, when I opened with canister, which took good effect. His second line appeared to be coming direct for my battery. I turned all my guns on this line, every piece loaded with two canisters. I continued this dreadful fire on this line until there was not a man of them to be seen.

At this time the enemy; opened a battery on his right, in front of a barn, his projectiles killing many of my horses. I directed my fire on this battery and on his caissons, which were partly covered by the barn. I candidly believe it was I who caused his caissons to explode and set the barn on fire. Immediately afterward he brought a section to bear on me. I brought all the guns of my battery to bear on this section. The first gun that I fired exploded one of his limbers. Corporal Hammond with the next shot dismounted, I believe, one of his guns. Sergt. William Sheehy, I believe, followed with equal success. There was not a gun fired or a man to be seen at this section afterward, until, late in the evening, they sent down horses and took away one limber. My battery remained in position until near noon on the 4th, when I was ordered to the rear.

I think it my duty to mention here the gallant conduct of my sergeants and to recommend them. Their names are as follows: Sergts. William Sheehy, Alexander L. Robinson, Edmund Sheehy, James Sheehy, Thomas Fitzgerald (was severely wounded nobly doing his duty), John McGowan, and Corpl. Josiah B. Hammond. The corporals and men of my battery acted nobly during those two days’ hard fighting. The noble and gallant conduct of Lieutenant Knox deserves the highest honor that could be conferred on him.

P. HART,

Captain, Commanding Battery.

Oapt. C. H. Whittelsey,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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wounded, 7. Losses in materiel, &c.: Horses, 5. Ammunition expended: Shrapnel, 120; shell, 80. Total, 200.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. H. FITZHUGH,

Captain Battery K, First New York Artillery,

Comdg. Fourth Volunteer Brigade, Artillery Reserve.

Capt. G. H. Whittelsey,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Artillery Reserve.

No. 331.

Report of Lieut. Edwin B. Dow, Sixth Maine Battery.

Camp near Berlin, Md., July 17, 1863.

Captain: I have the honor to report the action taken by the Sixth Maine Battery, under my command, at the battle of July 2 and 3, near Gettysburg, Pa.

I received orders from General Tyler, through Lieutenant Blucher, to report to General Sickles’ (Third) corps, on the left center, about 6 p. m. 2d instant. I immediately marched my command to the front, meeting, an ambulance with General Sickles in it, badly wounded.

1 had not gone far when Major McGilvery ordered me into position in rear of the first line, remarking that he had charge of the artillery of the Third Corps. On going into position, my battery was under a heavy fire from two batteries of the enemy, situated some 1,000 yards in my front. I replied to them with solid shot and shell until the enemy’s line of skirmishers and sharpshooters came out of the woods to the left front of my position and poured a continual stream-of bullets at us. I soon discovered a battle line of the enemy coming through the wood about 600 yards distant, evidently with a design to drive through and take possession of the road* to Taney-town, directly in my rear. I immediately opened upon them with spherical case and canister, and, assisted by a section of Captain Phillips’ (Fifth Massachusetts) battery, drove them back into the woods. Their artillery, to which we paid no attention, had gotten our exact range, and gave us a warm greeting.

We continued to shell the woods after their infantry retired, and upon visiting the spot the same night, about 9 o’clock, found many rebels dead and wounded. It was evidently their intention, after capturing the Ninth Massachusetts Battery and Company I, Fifth Regulars, to have charged right through our lines to the Taneytown road, isolating our left wing and dividing our army; but owing to the prompt and skillful action of Maj. Freeman McGilvery, in forming this second line as soon as he found the first line lost, their plan was foiled, for they no doubt thought the woods in our rear were filled with infantry in support of the batteries, when the fact is we had no support at all. At this crisis, my orders from Major McGilvery were to hold my position at all hazards until he could re-enforce the position and relieve me. It was about 7 o’clock when the enemy retired, and I was in action altogether about one hour and a half.

At 7.30 p. m. I was relieved by Major McGilvery, who placed Seeley’s battery, under command of Lieutenant James, in my position, and I retired into the edge of the woods. Lieutenant Rogers, of this battery, in reconnoitering found the enemy had retired from 57 R R—VOL XXVII, PT I
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the field in haste, and had not taken the captured guns with them, nor even spiked them. He immediately reported the fact to me, and as many men as I could spare were sent under his charge to bring them off the field. With the aid of the Garibaldi Guard, of New York, he brought off, under a fire from the enemy’s sharpshooters, four 3-inch rifled guns and two limbers belonging to Company I, Fifth Regulars, which we immediately limbered on our caissons and fan to the rear.

I was then ordered by Major McGilvery to go to the front and see if any other public property was on the field, which order I obeyed, and discovered four light 12-po.under guns and a limber of the Ninth Massachusetts Battery. The remnant of the One hundred and fiftieth New York Regiment, although tired and weary, took hold of the guns and ran them up to Lieutenant James’position, where I turned them over to Lieutenant James, not having force sufficient to bring them off the field. Lieutenant James brought the guns off, and, I understood, turned them over to the Ninth Massachusetts Battery.

By order of Major McGilvery, I reported to Generals Tyler and Hufrt what we had done. General Hunt ordered me to go to the rear near the reserve train with the guns. I did so, and next morning had the satisfaction of returning the guns of Company I, Fifth Regulars, to their commanding officer.

I am happy to state that in this action, although under the most severe artillery and sharpshooters’ fire, I had only 8 men wounded, not one killed. Ammunition expended, 244 rounds.

After repairing damages and getting a new supply of ammunition, I reported to Major McGilvery on the morning of the 3d, and was ordered into position between the Second Connecticut Battery and Ames’ (First N ew Y ork) battery, supported by a brigade of the Second Corps. I built earthworks in front of my guns.

Nothing of importance occurred until about 11 o’clock, when, at a signal of one gun, the whole rebel line opened a most terrific fire upon our position. Case shot and shell filled the air. The men were ordered to cease firing and take refuge behind their earthworks. This fire lasted without much abatement about one hour and a half, when we discovered the enemy advancing under cover of the artillery. A light 12-pounder battery of four guns ran some 400 or 500 yards in front of the enemy’s line, so as to enfilade the batteries on our right. We opened with solid shot and shell upon this battery, and succeeded in dismounting one gun, disabling the second, ana compelled the battery to leave the field minus one caisson and several horses.

I deem it due to Major McGilvery to say that he was ever present, riding up and down the line in the thickest of the fire, encouraging the men by his words and dashing example, his horse receiving ei^ht wounds, of which he has since died, the gallant major himself receiving only a few scratches.

The enemy fired mostly case shot and shell at our position, nearly all of which passed over our line of artillery and supports and exploded in the woods behind, covering the road with their fragments. Our loss this day was only 5 men wounded and 5 horses killed.

Owing to an injunction from General Hunt not to reply to the enemy’s fire, but save our ammunition, we expended only 139 rounds. In the two days’ action we did not lose a gun or carriage, but reported for duty again as soon as our stock of ammunition was replenished. I was ably seconded by Lieutenant Rogers, to whom we owe much of our success.
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Where all did well it is -useless to specify any certain individual among the non-commissioned officers and privates.

I have the honor to be, captain, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWIN B. DOW,

First Lieutenant, Commanding Sixth Maine Battery.

Capt. C. H. Whittelsey,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Artillery Reserve.

No. 332.

Report of Capt. James H. Rigby, Battery A, Maryland Light Artillery.

Berlin, Md., July 17, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report the following as the part taken by my battery in the recent fight at Gettysburg :

On the morning of July 2, I was ordered to place my battery in position on a hill about 1 mile south of Gettysburg and 500 yards west of the Baltimore turnpike. The Twelfth Corps, under the command of Major-General Slocum, occupied the woods in front. I opened fire at about 2 o’clock on a battery of the enemy, distant about 2,500 yards; but, finding the distance too great, I ceased firing for that day.

At daylight on the morning of the 3d, I commenced shelling the woods in my front, and continued firing slowly for about three hours.

I remained in this position until Sunday afternoon, July 5. During the whole time I only fired 211 rounds—41 rounds of Schenkl percussion shell and 170 Hotchkiss shell. I have been informed by Major-General Slocum that the battery did terrible execution.

On Sunday afternoon I was ordered to report to the headquarters Artillery Reserve.

I am happy to state that I had no casualties whatever.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES H. RIGBY,

Captain, Commanding Battery A, Maryland Artillery.

Captain Whittelsey,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Artillery Reserve.

No„ 333.

Report of Lieut. Augustin N. Parsons, Battery A, New Jersey

Light Artillery.

Battery A, First New Jersey Artillery, Art. Res.,

July 17, 1863.

General: I have the honor to report that on the 3d instant, about 3 p. m., I received orders from General Hunt to move the battery to the front as quickly as possible. I at once obeyed the order, and soon had the battery in position about one-fourth of a mile south of Gettysburg Cemetery and near the Second Division, Second Corps, Captain Fitzhugh’s battery following immediately after me and taking position on my right. At this time the enemy’s infantry were advancing very rapidly. I at once opened fire upon them with cas©


