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made no attempt to approach to any point nearer than about 2 miles
from the village. .

In this position we remained until the following day, when, by
direction of General Pleasonton, the command prepared to return to
Aldie. The First and Third Brigades, returning, moved in good
order, followed by the Second Brigade and the battery. The enemy,
following carefully the force as it was withdrawn, endeavored to
annoy us, but, under the direction of General Gregg, the command
halted, and was drawn up to await further orders from General
Pleasonton. These were soon received, and the First and Third
Brigades resumed the march toward Aldie, while the Second Brigade
with the battery were directed to remain to resist any attempt which
the enemy might make to disturb the force as it was gradually with-
drawn. With the exception of a few random shots, no important
effort was made by them.

The two brigades returned in order to their camp at Aldie on the
same evening, and, on the following morning, the Second Brigade re-
sumed its former position in the division. Under orders from Gen-
eral Pleasonton, I reported the return of the division to Major-Gen-
eral Meade, commanding the Fifth Corps, the whole command hav-
ing successfully accomplished the object which had been designated
by General Pleasonton upon first reporting to him for orders.

Tt gives me pleasure to bear testimony to the zeal displayed by the
command in their co-operation with the Cavalry Corps, and I men-
tion with pleasure the names of the officers composing my staff in
their prompt and ready discharge of the duties confided to them.
. Captain Mervine, my assistant adjutant-general; Major [William H.

Lamont and Lieutenant Ross, aides-de-camp; Captain [Percy B.
Spear, acting aide-de-camp, and Captain [George A.] Batchelder,
ordnance officer, all discharged their duties in.a manner highly cred-
itable to them.

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

JAMES BARNES,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

Col. A. J. ALEXANDER,
Assistant Adjutent-General, Cavalry Corps.

HEADQUARTERS FIrRsT DivisioN, FirTH CORPS,
Beverly Ford, Va., August 24, 1863.

CoLoNEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of the First Division of the Fifth Corps from June 28 to
July 9, including the battle of Gettysburg and the movements of the
command during the few days previous and subsequent thereto, in
conformity with instructions from headquarters: : ,

On June 28, after a succession of rapid marches from Virginia, the
division encamped about 2 miles to the south of Frederick City, Md.

On the 29th, the command of the Army of the Potomac having
devolved upon Major-Geeneral Meade, until then commanding the
Fifth Corps, Major-General Sykes, who had succeeded to the com-
mand of the corps, directed an early movement forward. The First
Division, under my command, moved accordingly through Frederick
City toward the town of Liberty, and, passing beyond that place
about 2 miles, bivouacked for the night.



600 N. €., VA., W. VA, MD., PA., ETC. [CaAP. XXXIX.

On the 30th, at 4 a. m., the march was resumed and continued
toward Union Mills, approaching the place with proper precautions,
on account of a heavy ‘kI))ody of cavalry of the enemy, some 8,000 or
10,000 in number, as reported, then occupying it. Upon reaching
the town, we found that this cavalry force had left it some three or
four hours before our arrival, and had gone in the direction of Han-
over.

The division halted here for the night, and on the following morn-
ing, July 1, left at an early hour for Hanover, where it arrived at
about 4 o’clock in the afternoon. Orders were here received to halt
for the night, but scarcely had arms been stacked when news was
received that an engagement had that day taken place between the
enemy and a portion of the army at Gettysburg. Orders were
received for an immediate resumption of the march toward Gettys-
burg, and, notwithstanding a long march had already been accom-
plished, the orders were received by the troops with the utmost enthu-
siasm. The division was soon on the road, and continued its march
toward Gettysburg, halting after midnight about 2 miles from that
place. Resuming its march, after a brief rest of two or three hours,
?]h? division reached Gettysburg at about 7 o’clock in the morning of

uly 2.
T{le Eighteenth Massachusetts, Colonel Hayes commanding, was
immediately detached to support a battery upon the left of the road,
and the remaining portion of the command was placed in position,
by direction of General Sykes, on the right of the Second Division
of the corps, south of and facing toward the village.

The Ninth Massachusetts, Colonel Guiney commanding, was here
detailed from the Second Brigade as skirmishers, and deployed at
some distance in front of the line.

The command here rested for further instructions. After the lapse
of an hour or more, the division received orders to change its posi-
tion, moving some distance to the rear and toward the left of this
first line, but it remained in this new position for a short period only.
Orders were again received to move still farther to the left, and, sub-
sequently crossing the creek over a small bridge, we were held in re-
serve in an orchard on the left of the road, with instructions to wait
there for further orders. Here the Eighteenth Massachusetts, de-
tached as above stated early in the morning, rejoined the command,
and was posted on the opposite side of theroad. These various move.
ments occupied the time until long after midday. The sound of the
enemy’s artillery still®indicated a movement toward the left of the
point where we were then halted. .

Between 4 and 5 o’clock in the afternoon, orders were received from
General Sykes to move toward the left and to the front. The column
was immediately formed, and moved rapidly up by the Taneytown
road to the ground assigned to the division. "General Sykes and my-
self, preceding the advance of the column upon the ground upon
which it was to take position, reconnoitered the field, and the posi-
tion to be held by the command was determined upon by him.

Soon after, the head of the column entered upon the field. At the
same time General Warren, of the staff of General Meade, came up,
riding rapidly from the left, and, pointing out the position of the ele-
vation known as the Round Top, not far off and toward the left,
ur%ed the importance of assistance in that direction. General Sykes

ielded to his urgent request, and 1 immediately directed Colonel /
incgnt, commanding the Third Brigade, to proceed to that point |
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with his brigade. Colonel Vincent moved with great promptness to
the post assigned to him. - The brigade consisted of the Sixteenth
Micﬁigan, the Forty-fourth New York, the Eighty-third Pennsyl-
vania, and the Twentieth Maine Regiments.

The Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel Sweitzer, arrived
next upon the ground. _This brigade consisted of the Fourth Mich-
igan, the Sixty-second Pennsylvania, the Ninth Massachusetts, and
the Thirty-second Massachusetts. The Ninth Massachusetts, how-
ever, was absent, being upon the special duty for which it had been
detailed in the morning. Upon receiving his instructions, Colonel
Sweitzer placed his command promptly in position.

The First Brigade, under the command of Colonel Tilton, arrived
next. This brigade was composed of the Eighteenth Massachusetts,
the Twenty-second Massachusetts, the One hundred and eighteenth
Pennsylvania, and the First Michigan Regiments. The position as-
signed to it was on the right of the ground occupied by the Second
Brigade, and was immediately placed by Colonel Tilton in con-
formity with the instructions given to him.

The division thus in position constituted the right of the Fifth
Corps, and its place in line was on the left of the ground assigned to
the Third Corps. The line was on the edge of a thick wood, the
ground to the front being cleared of timber, but interspersed with
rocks and some straggling trees. As the two brigades entered the
wood, they passed over a line of troops, understood to be a portion
of a %‘igade of the Third Corps; they were lying down upon the
ground.

Upon the right of our position an open space, ap arently unpro-
tected, extended to some distance. Upon calling tIl)le attention of
General Sykes to it, he remarked, referring to the part of the Third
Corps over which we had passed and then lying down in our rear,
that those troops were to be removed. The remaining portion of the
Third Corps was understood to be at some distance to the right, and
much in advance of what seemed to be their natural and true posi-
tion. Thisunguarded space was watched with great anxiety. There
was little time, however, for deliberation. _General Sykes, called by ~
his duty to the left of the line, went toward that ortion of his com-
mand. . The attack of the enemy commenced almost immediately
along my front. It was very severe, but was gallantly withstood.

After some time, during which the firing was very heavy, the
enemy showed himself in great force upon our right flank. He had
penetrated through the unguarded space there, and commenced pour-
ing in a destructive fire from the advantageous position he had
gained, and without changing my front there, were no means of
checking his advance toward my rear. Colonel Tilton, commanding
the First Brigade, which was on the right, was immediately directed
to change his front to the right, and the order was at once executed,
deliberately, yet promptly, and in good order. Colonel Sweitzer,
commanding the Secong Brigade, on the left of the First, was imme-
diately notified of this change upon hisright, and directed to fall back
in good order, and to take up a new position a short distance in his
rear, for the % rpose of co-operating in opposing this heavy attack
upon the flank. ~This brigade, consisting at that time of only three
regiments, numbering in all, officers and imen, 1,010, was placed
promptly and in good order as directed. The First Brigade num-~
bered in all, officers and men, 654.

Affairs being in this position, Geeneral Caldwell, commanding a,
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brigade of the Second Corps, came up in great haste, and stated to
me that his brigade, then in the woods a short distance to the left,
was driving the enemy in his front, and urgently requested assist-
ance. I immediately directed Colonel Sweitzer to go to his relief.
He moved his brigade forward in line, to the front and left, his men
giving cheers as they advanced across an open field to the edge of
the wood; but the progress of the enemy upon our flank still con-
tinued, and this brigade was compelled again to change its front to
repel his advance, and soon found itself in close conflict with him.
The Fourth Michigan and the Sixty-second Pennsylvania were in
actual contact with him. Colonel Jeffords, commanding the Fourth
Michigan, was thrust through with a bayonet while gallantly at-
tempting to rescue his colors from the grasp of the enemy.

Finding himself unable to compete with numbers far superior to
his own, and that the enemy was gaining ground to his rear, Colonel
Sweitzer directed his command to retire slowly, but orderly, halting
and firing asthey retired, and took position on elevated ground a short
distance to his rear, and succeeded in preventing the enemy from
making any further progress in that direction.

In the meantime the movements of the First Brigade, under similar
circumstances, corresponded with those of the Second. This brigade,
small in numbers, fired, and retired in good order, and succeeded in
reaching the ground on the opposite side of the open field toward the
left, and there halted. The garkness put an end to the conflict, and
the enemy was foiled in his effort to get in the rear of the command.
The Ninth Massachusetts shortly afterward rejoined the Second Bri-
- gade, having been relieved from the duty upon which it had been

detailed early in the morning. In this position the two brigades re-
mained during the night.

On the following day, the First Brigade was directed to relieve the
Third Brigade at Little Round Top, where it also had succeeded in
maintaining the position assigned to it, as will appear in the sequel.

I cannot speak in terms too commendatory of the bearing of the
officers and men of these two brigades during the progress of this con-
flict. Skillfully directed by the two brigade commanders, they obeyed
with cool intrepidity every order issued to them, under the most try-
ing circumstances, and long resisted superior numbers with firmness.
Partly surrounded by the enemy, they succeeded in preventing the
left of the line from being taken in reverse, resisting an attack not
exceeded, I am sure, in violence in any contest hitherto occurring.
The exposure of their flank, arising from whatever cause, placed them
in a most dangerous position, and their heroic conduct alone saved the
command at least, if not the entire left of the army, from disaster.
The statement of the casualties of the contest is sufficient evidence of
their gallant resistance, and it is alike due to those who have survived
and to the memory of the gallant dead that this record should be made
of their valor and devotion. . :

The Third Brigade, as above related, was detached from the divis-
ion upon its arrival upon the ground, and was consequently removed
from my immediate oversight. The record of its service, however,
drawn principally from the report of its commander, belongs to this
record of the service of the division.

Colonel Vincent, commanding the brigade, upon being detached,

-as above mentioned, proceeded promptly to the position assigned him.
It was upon an elevated and rocky hill known as the Little Round
Top. It was situated at some distance to our left, and near the ex-
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treme left of the line of battle. Itsdefense was of the utmost impor-

tance. When the brigade was placed in position, the Twentieth Maine -

occupied the left of the line, the Sixteenth Michigan the right, the
Eighty-third Pennsylvania and the Forty-fourth New York the cen-
ter. 'The Third Division of the Fifth Corps was posted on the right
of the brigade. The enemy had concentrated a heavy force in front
of the line, and began a fierce attack immediately after the troops
were in position. Repeated charges were made upon the center of
the brigade, but the line was unbroken. A vigorous attack upon the
right caused a temporary wavering there, but the One hundred and

fortieth New York coming promptly to its support, it was re-estab- |

lished at once. .

It was at this time that Colonel Vincent, commanding the brigade,
* while rallying this part of his command, fell, mortally wounded. He

was a galf;mt officer, beloved and respected by his command and by
all who knew him. His death is a serious loss to the army and the
country.

Upon the removal of Colonel Vincent from the field, the command
of the brigade devolved upon Colonel Rice, of the Forty-fourth New
York Volunteers. The enemy, as stated, having in vain attempted
to break the right of the brigade, renewed his attack upon the center
and left. The Twentieth Maine, Colonel Chamberlain commanding,
was posted on the left. It consisted of 380 men and officers. While
the enemy in its front was making a fierce attack, a brigade was
observed in the rear of their lines moving bﬁ its right flank and
passing through a slight ravine on our left, with the evident purpose
of gaining a position on the left flank of this regiment.

Colonel Chamberlain at once threw back his left wing, and ex-
tended his right wing by intervals toward the left, in order to avoid
diminishing the extent of his front. The brigade of the enemy al-
luded to reaching a proper position, attacked him furiously on the
left lank, advancing within 10 paces and rapidly firing. They were
first' checked and t%en repulseé) by the left wing of the regiment,
thrown back for that purpose. ,

A second, third, and fourth time the enemy renewed their attempt
to break this line, and each time were they successfully repelled by
that handful of men. Four times that little interval of 10 paces was
the scene of a desperate conflict. The ground was strewed with
dead and wounded men of both sides, promiscuously mingled. Their
ammunition was exhausted; they replenished it from the cartridge-
boxes of the men lying around them, whether friends or foes, but
even this resource soon failed them; the enemy in greatly superior
numbers pressed hard; men and officers began to look to the rear for
safety, but the gallant commander of the regiment ordered the
bayonets to be fixed, and, at the command ‘Forward,” that wearied
and worn body of men rushed onward with a shout. The enemy fell
back. Pressing on, and wheeling to the right in open intervals, the
left wing came again in line with the right wing, and then the whole
regiment, deployed at intervals of 5 paces, followed up the advan-
tage they had gained. The enemy threw down their arms and sur-
rendered in large numbers; the others fled rapidly from the contest;
368 prisoners, including 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant-colonel, and a dozen
other officers of lesser rank were sent to the rear; 50 of their dead
lay upon the field, and large numbers of their wounded; 30 of this
gallant regiment were killed, over 100 were wounded, but not one
was taken a prisoner, and none were missing.
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It was now nearly dark. A portion of the enemy appeared to have
occupied the summit of the rocky hill to the left.” The men of this
brave regiment, exhausted by their labors, had thrown themselves
upon the ground, and many of them sunk at once in sleep. Colonel
Rice, now in command of the brigade, directed Colonel Chamberlain
to drive the enemy from this height. = The order was at once given.
Roused again to actien, and advancing with fixed bayonets and with-
out firing, lest the smallness of their numbers might be suspected,
they rushed up the hill. : '

Twenty-five more prisoners, including some staff officers, were
added to the number previously taken, with a loss to the regiment of
1 officer mortally wounded and 1 man taken prisoner by the enemy.
It was ascertained that these troops occupying the hill had been sent _
from Hood’s division, which was then massed a few hundred yards
distant, and that their object was to reconnoiter the position asa pre-
liminary to taking possession of the height.

In addition to the prisoners above mentioned as taken by this regi-
ment, 300 stand of arms were also captured by them. It is due to
this regiment and to its commander that their service should be thus
recorded. in some detail. :

Upon receiving a re-enforcement of five regiments of the Third Di-
vision, under command of Colonel Fisher, Colonel Rice detached two
of them to the aid of Colonel Chamberlain, in order to maintain the
position he had gained, and he was thus enabled to hold it, and the
enemy, having been repelled upon every point of his attack, and
night coming on, withdrew from the conflict.

Colonel Rice directed the Forty-fourth New York and the Eighty-
third Pennsylvania to move to the front and gather up the wounded,
who, including those of the enemy who had been left upon the field,
were carefully brought in. The total results of the service of this
brigade are stated by Colonel Rice to be 500 prisoners captured, in-
cluding 2 colonels and 15 other commissioned officers, and 1,000 stand
of arms. The brigade numbered about 1,000 men.

The following day was principally occupied in burying the dead.
The Third Brigade was relieved by the First Brigade, and ‘held the
position occupied by it.

It would be a grateful task to relate in detail the services of many
who deserve a more particular mention, but the limits of this report
will not permit. No one failed in his duty.

A tribute is due to the memory of Colonel Vincent, who fell, mor-
tally wounded, early in the engagement. He lingered a few days
after the engagement. His promotion as a brigadier-general was
sent to him at once as an appreciation of his services by the Govern-
ment, but it reached him too late for his own recognition. He ex-
pired soon after its receipt.

A special mention should also be made of Colonel Jeffords, of the
Fourth Michigan Volunteers, who sealed his devotion to his country
with his blood, while contending hand to hand with overpowering
numbers, in endeavoring to rescue the colors of his regiment fromthe
hands of the enemy.

To Colonels Tilton, Sweitzer, and Rice, the commanders of bri-
gades, great credit is due for the successful and skillful management
of their commands under the very trying circumstances in which
they were placed. Colonel Chamberlain, of the Twentieth Maine
Volunteers, whose service I have endeavored briefly to describe, de-
serves especial mention.
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No. 77.

Report of Brig. Gen. John C. Caldwell, U. S. Army, commanding
Hirst Division.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
September 5, 1863.

CoroxNEL: I have the honor to transmit the following report of the
part taken by my division in the battle of Gettysburg, July 2 and 3:
My command arrived on the field of battle on the morning of July
-9, and was placed in position by General Hancock on the left of the
Second Division, in columns of regiments by brigades. Early in the
afternoon the Second Corps, which had moved forward some distance
toward the Emmitsburg road, engaged the enemy, and I'was ordered
to its support. Ihad moved but part of the distance required, when
a column of the Fifth Corps appeared, coming to the assistance of
the Second, and by order I resumed my former position. The battle
was raging with considerable fury at the left, where, between 4 and
5 o’clock, 1 received orders to report with my command to General
Sykes. I moved off immediately by the left flank, and sent forward
my aide (Lieutenant Cross) to find General Sykes, but he did not
succeed in finding him. Before reaching the position designated
for me, I met a staff officer (I think the adjutant-general of General
Sykes), who told me he had orders where to place me, 1 moved
forward rapidly, a portion of the time at double-quick, as the Third
Corps was said to be hard pressed. The position assigned me was
on the right of the Fifth ang the left of the Third Corps, and I was
ordered to check and drive back the enemy who were advancing at
that point. I ordered Colonel Cross, commanding the First Brigade,
to advance in line of battle through a wheat-field, his left resting on °
the woods which skirted the field. He had advanced but a short dis-
tance when he encountered the enemy, and opened upon him a terrific -
fire, driving him steadily to the farther end of the wheat-field. ;
In the meantime I had put the Second Brigade in on the right of
the First, and they advanced in like manner, driving the enemy be-
fore them. The Third Brigade I ordered still farther to the right, to
connect with the Third Corps, while I held the Fourth Brigade in
reserve. The First, Second, and Third Brigades advanced with the
utmost gallantry, driving the enemy before them over difficult and
rocky ground, which was desperately contested by the slowly re-
_ treating foe. The First Brigade, which had been longest engaged,
' had expended all its ammunition, when I ordered Colonel Brooke to
" relieve it. : He advanced with his usual gallantry, and drove the
enemy until he gained the crest of the hill, which was afterward
" gained by the whole of my line. In this advantageous position 1
halted, and called upon General Barnes, who was some distance in
the rear, to send a brigade to the support of my line. He readily
complied, and ordered the brigade of Colonel [Sweitzer] forward into
the wheat-field. I then galloped to the left to make a connection
. with General Ayres, and found that I had advanced some distance
beyond him. He, however, gave the order to his line to move for-
ward and connect with my left. Thus far everything had progressed
favorably. I had gained a position which, if properly supported on
the flanks, I thought impregnable from the front. General Ayres
was moving forward to connect with my left, but I found on going
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to the right that all the troops on my right had broken and were
fleeing to the rear in great confusion. Assoon as they broke, and be-
fore I could change front, the enemy in great numbers came in upon
my right flank and even my rear, compelling me to fall back or have
my command taken prisoners. My men fell back under a very heavy
cross-fire, generally in good order, but necessarily with some con-
fusion. I reformed them behind a stone wall until relieved by the
Twelfth Corps.

By direction of Major-General Hancock, I marched my command
Jback to the ground it had occupied in the earlier part of the day,
where we lay on our arms until the morning of the 3d. I then
formed what was left of the division in one line on a slight crest, and
began to throw up breastworks. Before noon we had a work which
served to protect the men during the artillery fire which followed.

About noon the enemy opened upon us with all his artillery the
most fearful fire I have ever witnessed. Although this lasted an
hour, but one of my men was killed and very few wounded.

Nearly at the same time with the grand assault which, followin
the artillery fire, was made upon our center, a single line, I shoul
think a small brigade, advanced in our immediate front, but did not
succeed in getting beyond our picket, being broken by the fire of our
artillery. A large portion of this force came in and gave themselves
up as prisoners.

The division on the afternoon of the 2d fought with its accustomed
gallantry, and performed everything that could be expected of either
officers or men. The large number qf its killed and wounded attest
its desperate valor. That it fell back was owing entirely to the
breaking of the troops on the right, permitting the enemy to get on
its flank and its rear. ‘

‘While driving the enemy triumphantly before them, two of my
brigade commanders, Brigadier-General Zook and Colonel Cross, of
the Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers, fell, mortally wounded. They
were both old and tried soldiers, and the country can illy spare their
services. They both fellin the front of battle while driving back the
invader, and lived long enough to know that their blood had not
been shed in vain, but that the enemy had been driven back with
terrible repulse. A grateful country will remember their virtues
and hold them up to the admiration of posterit%. ‘

Colonel Roberts, One hundred and fortieth Pennsylvania Volun-
teers, and Lieutenant-Colonel Merwin, Twenty-seventh Connecticut
Volunteers, were instantly killed; both gallant officers and brave .
men.

Colonel McKeen, Eighty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, who, after
the fall of Colonel Cross, succeeded to the command of the First
~ Brigade, behaved, as he always has on every battle-field, with the

most distinguished gallantry, and brought off his command in per-
fect order.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hapgood, Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers,
and Lieutenant-Colonel Broady, Sixty-first New York Volunteers,
behaved with the utmost coolness and bravery, and added to their
already high reputation. |

Colonel Kelly behaved with his wonted gallantry.

The conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, One hundred and
fortieth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Lieutenant-Colonel Chap-
man, Fifty-seventh New York Volunteers, was worthy of all praise.

Of the merit of Colonel Brooke, commanding Fourth Brigade,
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too much can scarcely be said. Hisservices on this as well as many
other fields have fairly earned him promotion.

Colonels Brown and Baily are deserving of high praise.

The members of my staff rendered most efficient service. I would
mention as worthy of particular commendation Lieutenants [Daniel
K.] Cross and [William P.] Wilson and Majors [George W.] Scott
and [John] Hancock. .

I have before had occasion to mention the bravery and good con-
duct of my orderly, Corpl. Uriah N. Parmelee, Company D, Sixth
New York Cavalry. On this occasion he not only behaved with
great bravery, but was of great assistance to me in checking fugi-
tives. I respectfully recommend his promotion.

The lists of killed, wounded, and missing have already been for-
warded. *

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN C. CALDWELL,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

Lieut. Col. FrANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Corps.

No. 78.

Report of Col. H. Boyd McKeen, Eighty-first Pennsylvanio In-
faniry, commanding First Brigade.

CamMP oN THE FIELD, August 11, 1863.

MaJor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
First Brigade in the action at Gettysburg, Pa., July 2 and 3:

Early in the morning of the 2d, the brigade was massed in the woods
to the left and rear of the position occupied by the corps when in line.

At 10 a. m. the brigade massed in column of regiments on the left
of the division and the left center of the general line of battle. Here
we remained until 4 p. m., when the division was detached from the
corps and marched to the left of the line, to check the advance of the
enemy. The brigade moved by the left flank from the position on
the left of the center, until it reached the foot of Sugar Loaf Hill, and
then formed line of battle in rear of a stone wall, over whieh we ad-
vanced and engaged the enemy. At this time I was in command of
the One hundred and forty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers. The
brigade was formed in the following order: The Sixty-first New York
Volunteers, Eighty-first and One hundred and forty-eighth Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers, and Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers, and the
Sixty-first and Eighty-first and a portion of the One hundred and
forty-eighth advanced in a wheat-field; the remainder of the One
hundred and forty-eighth and Fifth New Hainpshire Volunteers in a
thick woods. The brigade steadily drove the enemy back to the far
end of the wheat-field, a distance of over 400 yards. So quickly was
this done that prisoners were taken by the brigade before the enemy
had time to spring from their hiding-places to retreat. A brigade of
the Fifth Corps relieved the Sixty-first, Eighty-first, and a portion of
the One hundred and forty-eighth. Perceiving that if the balance
of the brigade should retire it would expose the left flank of.this bri-

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 175.
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men to fall back, firing as they retired. My left wing retreated up
the hill and allowed the enemy to pass up the ravine, when they
poured a destructive fire into his flank and rear.

/" Here Adjutant Norton, with about a dozen men, captured and
" sent to the rear 22 prisoners. Special mention should be made of
this officer for his coolness and bravery during this day’s engage-
ment.

The right wing fell back gradually until they mingled with the
regiments composing the Second Brigade, and remained till night,
when the brigade was relieved.

In this day’s action were wounded Capts. E. T. Rowell (acting
mag’or), J. McClure, and A. Buxton. Our loss was 28 killed, wounded,
and missing. Among the missing was Lieut. D. B. Pettijohn, Com-

any A.
P On the 3d instant, the Second Regiment was not engaged, with
the exception of about a dozen volunteers, who went out to the
front of the breastworks of the First Army Corps, to silence one of
the enemy’s guns, which was accomplished, losing 1 killed and 1
wounded. :

On the 4th instant, I was ordered to move forward to the Emmits-
burg pike, a few hundred yards to the left of the cemetery, and to
deploy four companies to skirmish through the field to the woods in
front. The enemy was driven back to his earthworks, about 150 or
200 yards from his first position. 'Weheld this position through the
da%f‘, under a sharp fire from his shergshooters. ,

he regiment sustained a loss this day of 3 killed and 8 wounded.
Among the wounded was Lieutenant Law, Company E.
At 7.30 p. m. I was relieved by a New Jersey regiment, of the
. Sixth Corps, and rejoined the brigade.
I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant,
‘ HOMER R. STOUGHTON,
Magjor, Commanding Second U. S. Sharpshooters.

Capt. Joun M. COONEY,
A. A. G., Second Brig., First Div., Third Army Corps.

No. 152.

Report of Col. P. Regis de Trobriand, Fifty-fifth New York In-
‘ fantry, commanding Third Brigade.

HEeADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, July —, 1863,

CapraIN: I have the honor of submitting the following report of
the part acted by the Third Brigade, First Division, Third Corps,
under my command, in the battle of Gettysburg, on the 2d and 3d’
instant :

On July 1, T had been left with my command, and a battery of ar-
tillery from the Firss New York Artillery at Emmitsburg, to hold
the place, in connection with a brigade from the Second Division,
while the balance of the Third Corps was moving toward Gettysburg.

But an order having reached me at 2 o’clock on the following morn-
ing to join the corps, I started at daybreak, and reported to Major-
General Birney about 10 o’clock.

About 2 p. m. the same day, a line of battle was formed in expec-
tation of an impending attack from the enemy on our left. The First
Brigade (General Graham’s) formed the left end of our front line,
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and the Second Brigade (General Ward’s) was drawn en potence to
prevent a flank movement, while the Third Brigade occupied the
apex of the angle, being in column by regiments, ready to support
- either of the other two brigades according to circumstances.

. In the meantime the enemy had been steadily moving large masses
of troops under cover of the woods toward our left, out of range of
musketry, and covering himself with a line of skirmishers, the march
by the left flank of which was the indication of the direction of the
probable attack. Our skirmishers soon after having been hardly
pressed, and the fire becoming more brisk, I was ordered to detach a
regiment to their support, and while our artillery was opening fire I
sent the Third Regiment Michigan Volunteers, which, under the
command of Col. Byron R. Pierce, proceeded forward to a peach
orchard close to the road to Emmitsburg, and, deploying rapidly,
checked any farther advance of the rebel skirmishers on that point.

Still, the forces of the enemy were passing around our left, and
when in proper position, their columns rushed forward on General
Ward’s brigade, drawn in line to receive the shock. The accustomed
)slfells of the Confederates and the intensity of the firing on my left

ad scarcely announced the precise point and the violence of the at-
tack, when I extended my right by moving the Seventeenth Maine
Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Merrill commanding, across a wheat-
field, in order to fill a gap open there, thereby re-enforcing General
Ward. The Seventeenth Maine took a strong position behind a stone
wall, and did good service at this point. Soon after, I was ordered to
send a regiment to support General Ward, and I immediately de-
tached for that purpose the Fortieth New York Volunteers, Colonel
Egan, which marched forward, and aided efficiently in checking the
enemy’s advance in the most exposed position on our extreme left.

The battle was raging on my left and right to the rear on both
- sides, in consequence of my advanced position as already explained,
and soon these two attacks came converging on the angle of which I
formed the summit, with the Fifth Michigan, Lieutenant-Colonel
Pulford, and the One hundred and tenth Pennsylvania, Major Jones,
the only two regiments left at that point. Fortunately my position
there was a strong one, in a wood commanding a narrow ravine, which
the enemy attempted in vain to cross under our fire. .

The unflinching bravery of the Fifth Michigan, which sustained
the loss of more than one-half of its number without yielding a foot of

ound, deserves to be especially mentioned here with due commen-
dation. Had a sufficient force been there under my orders when the
enemy gave up forcing our position, I would not have hesitated to
try to break his line at that point; but two regiments from the Fifth
Corps, sent there to my support, having fallen back without en-
gaging the enemy (by what orders I could never ascertain), and
some points of our line yielding under a disproportionate contest for
want of timely support, I found myself in danger of being sur-
rounded, and fell back out of the woods, where the enemy did not
risk to follow us. I found the Seventeenth Maine in a wheat-field,
where it had followed the receding movement of the line,

As the enemy was pressing upon us on that side, I made a refour
offensif with that regiment, re-enforced by the Fifth Michigan,
keeping the enemy at bay in the woods until the arrival of sufficient
re-enforcements from the Second Corps allowed us to be relieved
when our ammunition was just exhausted.

By order of Major-General Birney, who was present with us in the
wheat-field, I then took my ¢ommand to the adjoining wood in the
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rear, and then farther off, to avoid unnecessary losses by the fire of
the enemy, which disabled some of my men in that position. I was
soon joined there by the Third Michigan, and later in the evening by
the Fortieth New York.

On July 3, when the last and furious attack of the enemy took
lace on our right, my brigade was at once brought to form a second
ine, supporting our batteries, when, without being actually engaged,

several officers and men were wounded by the too well directed fire
of the enemy’s artillery. .

At night I was put in command of the advance line across that.
part of the battle-field, which I occupied until the following day
with two brigades, the Third and First, without any special occur-
rence to mention.

It becomes now my gratifying duty to state how nobly the officers
and men of my command have sustained at Gettysburg the glorious.
reputation won on many other battle-fields by the old Kearny (now
Birney’s) division.

The regimental commanders have gallantly and efficiently done
their duty. Among them Col. B. R. Pierce, Third Michigan, was.
wounded in the leg, since amputated, as also Maj. D. M. Jones, One
hundred and tenth Pennsylvania. Lieut. Col. John Pulford, Fifth -
Michigan, was slightly wounded in the hand. Col. T. W. Egan had
his horse killed under him.

I could not mention here the field or line officers who have distin~
guished themselves under my eyes without injustice to the others, all
of them having behaved in the most gallant manner.

The officers of my staff I must mention as brave and efficient in
action. Capt. Ben. M. Piatt, assistant adjutant-general, had his
horse shot under him, while he was himself slightly hit. Capt. I. C.
Smith, acting assistant inspector-general, was severely wounded in
the leg, which will deprive me for a time of the services of that most
valuable officer. My two aides, Lieuts. E. B. Houghton and G. W.
Waldron, lent me good assistance by their gallant alacrity in the:
performance of their duties.

Casualties.
Killed ‘Wounded. | Missing,
=l ] =1
Command. & & g
g g i |3
AEERRE 2123
£ €3
§18|§ §18|¢&
He&d%uarters Third Brigade ........cocoieevivvivencnnnn]eninai]inn., b N P PR N PR 1
40th New York .................. e 1 28 6| 114 |...... 5 154
17th-Maine....... ...cooooeviennnn . 17 71 105 14...... 2 132:
110th Pennsylvania . 8 6 39 ...l 53.
Sth Michigan ..........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeninenns 17 8 4...... 4 105
8d Michigan ........ooiviniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienanan, 7 2 29 ...... 7 45
b7 4 ki 80| 861 |...... 18 490+

Respectfully submitted.
R. pE TROBRIAND,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.
Capt. F. BIRNEY, Adsst. Adjt. Gen., First Division.

* But see revised statement, p. 178.
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No. 153.

Report of Lieut. Col. Charles B. Merrill, Seventeenth Maine In-
fantry.

BATTLE-FIELD OF GEITYSBURG, PA.,
July 5, 1863.

Sir: In compliance with orders from brigade headquarters, I have
the honor to submit the following report of the part sustained by the
Seventeenth Regiment Maine Volunteers under my command in the
battle of Gettysburg:

On the morning of July 2, we broke camp at Emmitsburg at 4.30
o’clock, and marched toward Gettysburg, arriving upon the battle-
field about 10 0’clock. Already the pickets of both armies were busily
engaged, and with our brigade we were at once drawn up in line
of battle, facing the pike leading to Gettysburg, where we rested
under arms for an hour. Soon after this the line was changed, and
we were moved forward and placed in a new position, supporting a
line of skirmishers thrown toward the front by this brigage. ‘

About 4p. m., the brigade of General Ward having become actively
-engaged with the enemy on our left, I was ordered by Colonel De
Trobriand to ‘march my regiment to connect with and support the
line of General Ward, on his right. The regiment at once moved by
the left flahk, and, crossing an interval between the two brigades, our
line was formed behind a stone wall, which afforded a strong position.
‘We opened fire upon the enemy, then within 100 yards of us. The
contest became very severe, the enemy at times being driven back by
our line, and then by superior numbers compelling us in turn to give
way. The ground was }Il)otly contested, but we held our position till,
finding the right of my regiment outflanked and exposed to a mur-
derous fire from the enemy’s re-enforcements, I was obliged to form
a new line, changing the right wing of the regiment into position at
a right angle with’ the left. This movement was executed in good
order, under & heavy fire from the advancing foe. In this position .
we continued the fight, checking the enemy till, receiving orders to
retilgs, we fell back across a wheat-field in our rear to the edge of the
woods. ‘

At this point, Major-Gieneral Birney rode upon the field and directed
our line to advance. With cheers for our gallant commander, the
regiment moved quickly forward, and pouring into the enemy volley
upon volley, their advance was checked. The contest was now of a
most deadly character, almost hand to hand, and our loss was very
severe. In the color guard of 10, but 8 escaped uninjured.

Our ammunition being exhausted and fresh troops having arrived
to take our places, we were ordered to withdraw from the field, which
‘we did in good order. A new line was then formed but a short dis-
tance to the rear, where we bivouacked for the night. ‘

At early dawn (July 3) the regiment was drawn up in line of bat-
tle in the same position held by us on the previous forenoon. At 1
p. m., the enemy opening upon the whole line of our army a heavy
artillery fire, and advancing to break through the position held by
the right, we were ordered to proceed to re-enforce General Double-
day. Proceeding at the doub e—qgick, we were soon placed in line,
supporting the Ninth Michigan Battery. Throughout the terrible
attack of the enemy, we were exposed to a severe artillery fire, and
suffered heavy loss of officers and men. After dark, the regiment was
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sent to the front on picket duty, where we remained during the night.
Much attention was given by our men to the care of the wounded left
upon the field. ‘

On July 4, the regiment was occupied nearly all day in throwing
up earthworks, expecting a renewal of the attack by the enemy.

On July 5, we moved into our present position.

It is with sadness that I am compelled to report the loss of several
valuable line officers: Lieutenant Dyer, commanding Company @G,
was instantly killed in the engagement on the 2d, while Captain Fogg,
Company H, was carried from the field mortally wounded. Adjt.
C. W. Roberts, a gallant soldier, was seriously wounded in the leg,
requiring amputation.

Throughout these en%agements both officers and men of my com-
mand behaved with gallantry, and their conduct was worthy of the
cause in which they were engaged and of the noble division to which
they belong. Many of the men were without shoes; the whole com-
mand had been without rations for nearly twenty-four hours, and,
after a long and tedious march from Camp Sickles, were poorly fitted
for the labors which they were called upon to perform.

Our gratitude is due to Almighty God for the success with which
He has crowned our exertions.

The list of casualties, herewith annexed, shows the severity of the
contest in which the regiment participated:

B .
. L] g
Officers and men. B g 7 3
O 24
BElg|g|2
OFFICOTS. ... ettt ettt et et e e et e e e e i (A 8
Enlistedmen.................. P P 17 | 105 2 14
07 ) 18| 112 2 132

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
CHARLES BENJAMIN MERRILL,
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Seventeenth Regt. Maine Volunteers.

Capt. BEN. M. Piatrt, Assistant Adjuiant-General,

No. 154.
~ Report of Lieut. Col. Edwin S. Pierce, Third Michigan Infantry.

Hoqrs. THIRD REGIMENT MICHIGAN VOLUNTEERS,
‘ August 4, 1863.

Caprain: I have the honor to report the part taken by this regi-
ment in the battle of Gettysburg, on July 2 and 3.

We left Emmitsburg at 3 a. m. on the 2d, and arrived at Gettys-
burg about 12 m. On our nearing Gettysburg, the enemy appeared
in our rear and left flank. We were then marched near and to the
left of the Taneytown road, where the brigade was formed in column
of regiments, we accupying the right, where we halted for a short
time. Then we were moved forward about 1 mile, when the enemy
made his appearance in force, and was driving in our pickets. The

* But see revised statement, p. 178.



The War of the Rebellion : a compilation of the official records of the Union
and Confederate armies. / Pub. under the direction of the ... Secretary of
Har

United States.
Washington : Gowvernment Printing Office, 1880-1901.

Find this Book Online: https://hdl.handle.net/2027/c00.31924077699761

Digitized by Original from

CORNELL UNIVERSITY CORNELL UNIVERSITY

athi
rust

Public Domain

We have determined this work to be in the public domain, meaning that it is
not subject to copyright. Users are free to copy, use, and redistribute the work
in part or in whole. It is possible that current copyright holders, heirs or the estate
of the authors of individual portions of the work, such as illustrations or photographs,
assert copyrights over these portions. Depending on the nature of subsequent
use that is made, additional rights may need to be obtained independently of
anything we can address.

Generated through HathiTrust on 2026-03-08 16:10 GMT


https://www.hathitrust.org/the-collection/search-access/access-use-policy/#pd
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/coo.31924077699761

610 N. C., VA.,, W. VA., MD., PA., ETC. [CHAP. XXXIX.

Both officers and men behaved in a manner to sustain the previous
reputation of the division. I have especially to thank Colonel Ab-
bott, of the First Michigan, for the valuable assistance rendered me
by his regiment in guarding the road.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. SWEITZER,
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. JAMES BARNES,
Commanding First Division, Fifth Corps.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE,
Comp near Warrenton, Va., July 31, 1863.

GENERAL: In obedience to orders, I respectfully submit the fol-
lowing report of the operations of this brigade during the recent
battle of Gettysburg:

After a hard march on the day previous, July 1, from Unionville,
Md., by way of Hanover, the brigade bivouacked after 12 p. m., with-
the division in the woods by the roadside, 4 or 5 miles distant from
the battle-field.

Next morning by daylight we were on the march again, the Sec-
ond Brigade leading. Having arrived near what I supposed to be the
right of our line, and near a farm-house and barn, the division was
massed, the brigades occupying positions in the order of their num-
bers from right to left, General Sykes’ division being on our left.
Here a call was made for a regiment from this brigade for picket
duty by General Barnes, and Colonel Guiney, with the Ninth Mas-
sachusetts, was directed to report to him for instructions, and did so.

Shortly after this, the division changed front to the left, at nearl
a right angle with its former position, and formed in line of battal-
ions in close column by division. -

‘We had been in this position but a few moments before we were
again moved a coﬁsidera%le distance to the left; then moved by the
front across the creek, and massed in an orchard on the hill above
the bridge on the Gettysburg turnpike. There we remained until
late in the afternoon (the precise time I do not remember), and the
command had a few hours’ quiet and rest.

Meanwhile there had been very little firing along the line, and
I came to the conclusion the day would pass without the division
being called into action. But soon after cannonading was heard on
the left, and we were moved quite a distance farther to the left, and
diagonally to the front, skirting in our march the woods in rear of
or in which our lines were formed. When we moved off from the
orchard, the Third Brigade, being on the left of the division, moved
first, the Second and First Brigades following in the inverted order.

The Second Brigade was placed in position in a wood fronting an
open field, the woods bordering two sides of the field, the side in
which we were and also that extending at right angles from our left
toward the enemy, and in the last-mentioned wood the First Brigade
was posted, connecting with our left. Having formed the three
regiments of this brigade in line of battle (the Ninth Massachusetts
being still absent on picket duty) in their regular order from right
to left, and finding this formation threw the Thirty-second Massa-
chusetts, which was on the left, into an exposed position beyond the
woods in low, cleared ground, I directed Colonel Prescott to change
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his front to the rear, so as to give him the benefit of the elevated
ground and the cover of the woods, which movement he executed.

We had not remained long in this position before an attack com-
menced by the enemy in front of the First Brigade and Thirty-second
Massachusetts. As there was no appearance of the enemy in front
of the line formed by the Sixty-second Pennsylvania and Fourth
Michigan, I directed them to change front to the left, and form lines
in rear of the Thirty-second Massachusetts, to strengthen that posi-
tion. During the execution of this order, the attack continued; the
firing was very severe, and we lost many brave officers and men.
Here fell Major Lowry, second to none in all the attributes of a
soldier and a gentleman.

When the attack commenced, word was sent by General Barnes
that when we retired we should fall back under cover of the woods.
This order was communicated to Colonel Prescott, whose regiment
was then under the hottest fire. Understanding it to be a perempt-
ory order to retire then, he replied, I don’t want to retire; I am
not ready to retire; I can hold this place,” and he made good his
assertion. Being informed that he misunderstood the order, which
was only intended to inform him how to retire when it became neces-
sary, he was satisfied, and he and his command held their ground
manfully.

Some time after that, word was sent that the First Brigade was re-
tiring, and Gteneral Barnes sent me word to fall back also, which I
did in perfect good order, the regiments retaining their alignments
and haﬁting and firing as they came back. Having arrived at the
road leading along the rear of the wheat-field, the brigade was
formed in line in the woods in rear of the road and parallel to it, the
right resting at the corner of the woods toward the front. We had
not remained here more than, say, fifteen minutes, when a general
officer I had never seen before rode up to me, and said his command
was driving the enemy in the woods in front of the wheat-field; ‘that
he needed the support of a brigade, and desired to know if I would
give him mine. ]

I referred him to General Barnes, and said I would obey his direc-
tions with pleasure. He spoke to the general, who was not far off.
General Barnes came and stated to me what had been said to him by
Geeneral Caldwell (this I learned was the officer who had lately spoken
~ to me), and asked me if I would take the brigade in. I tofd imI
would if he wished me to do so. He said he did. The command was
then called to attention. General Barnes got out in front of them,
and made a few patriotic remarks, to which they responded with a
cheer, and we started off across the wheat-field in a line parallel to
the road, our right flank resting on the woods. Weadvanced to the
stone fence beyond the wheat-field next to the woods, and took posi-
tion behind it to support, as we supposed, our friends in the woods
in front. The Fourth Michigan, being on the right of the brigade,
extex&ded beyond the stone fence, and was, consequently, most ex-
posed.

We had scarcely got to this position before I noticed regimentsre-
tiring from the woods on our right, which I supposed were relieved
by others who had taken their places, and would protect us in’
that direction. I observed also tﬁat there was considerable firing
diagonally toward our rear from these woods, which I then thought
were shots from our troops aimed over us at the enemy in the woods
beyond and falling short. They were, however, much too frequent
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to be pleasant, and my color-bearer, Ed. Martin, remarked, ¢ Colonel,
I’ll be — if I don’t think we are faced the wrong way; the rebs are
up there in the woods behind. us, on the right.”

About this time, too, word was brought me from the Fourth Michi-
gan and Sixty-second Pennsylvania that the enemy were getting into
our rear in the woods on the right. I directed those regiments to
change front, to face in that direction and meet them, which they did,
the firing in the meanwhile being rapid and severe. I at the same
time dispatched Lieutenant Seitz, aide-de-camp, to communicate to
General Barnes our situation. He reached the point where he had
last seen General Barnes. He was not there. Lieutenant Seitz found
the enemy had reached that point, and he came near falling into their
hands himself; his horse was killed, and he made his way back to me
on foot; reported that General Barnes was not to be found; that the
enemy was in the woods on our right as far back as where we had
started from, and along the road in rear of the wheat-field.

Finding that we were surrounded—that our enemy was under
cover, while we were in the ogen field exposed to their fire—I directed
the command to fall back. This was donein order, the command halt-
ing and firing as it retired. The Fourth Michigan and Sixty-second
Pennsylvania had become mixed up with the enemy, and many hand-
to-hand conflicts occurred. Colonel Jeffords, the gallant commander
of the Fourth Michigan, was thrust through with a bayonet in a con-
test over his colors, and Sergt. William McFairman, Company I, and
Private William McCarter, Company A, Sixty-second Pennsylvania,
receive honorable mention by Colonel Hull in his report for their *
conduct during this part of the engagement.

Finding, as we retired in the direction fromwhich we advanced, that
the fire of the enemy grew more severe on our right, I took a diag-
onal direction toward the corner of the wheat-field on our left and
rear.. We crossed the stone fence on this side of the field, and retired
to the rear of the battery on the elevation beyond, where the com-
mand was halted. ]

‘We had lost heavily in our passage across the field. The Fourth
Michigan and Sixty-second Pennsylvania had been surrounded, and
a large proportion of those regiments were missing, either killed,
wounded, or prisoners. What remained of the command formed in
the rear of the battery, and we were shortly afterward joined by the
dNinth Massachusetts, which had been absent all day on detached

uty.

It is difficult to conceive of a more trying situation than that in
which three regiments of this command had lately found themselves,
and from which they had just effected their escape; in fact, I have
since understood that one of General Barnes’ aides remarked to him
shortly after we had advanced, when it was discovered the enemy
was behind us on the flank, that he might bid good-bye to the Second
Brigade. Iwas alsoinformed by General Barnes that, learning soon
after we had advanced the situation on our right, he had dispatched
an orderly to me with the information and a verbal order to with-
draw, but the orderly never reached me.

Every officer and man in the command, so far as I am informed,-
did his whole duty. All stood their ground and fought unflinchingly
until they were ordered by me to retire, and in falling back behaved
with coolness and deliberation. We lost many of our best officers
and men.

I subjoin a field report of the regiments engaged on the morning
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of July 2, and also a report of the same regiments on July 4. A
nominal and tabular report of casualties in the command has already
been forwarded. *

_ About dark on the evening of the 2d, the acting assistant adjutant-
general of the First Brigade came to me and inquired for General
~ Barnes; said he was directed by General Sykes to tell him to have

the Second Brigade form on the right of the First in the position they
then were. As General Barnes was not present, I received the order,
and put the Second Brigade in the position indicated, where we re-
mained until the evening of the 5th, when the division advanced
toward Emmitsburg.

In conclusion, I desire to express my gratification at the conduct of
my staff during the engagement—-Captain [George] Monteith, acting .
assistant adjutant-general; Captain [Alvan C.] Lamson, acting as-
sistant inspector-general ; Captain [John 8.] Burdett, acting com-
missary of subsistence, and Eieutenant [John A. M.] Seitz, acting
aide-de-camp. They were prompt and fearless in the discharge of
their duty. We were all fortunate enough to escape being hit,
though a number of horses in the party were shot—two of the
orderlies’, the bugler’s, Lieutenant Seitz’s, and my own.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: J. B. SWEITZER,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.
Brig. Gen. CHARLES GRIFFIN, Comdg. Division.
[Inclosure.]

Report of commissioned officers and, enlisted men present for duty in the Second
rigade, of the regiments engaged, before the action of July 2, and after the
action of July 4.

Before the action, | After the action,
July 2. July 4.
o d g g
ommand. s a
-] o
A AN 9
& g |7 :
S|a&| & |6 |& |8
dth Michigan.........oooiviiiiiiiiiiiiinin e 26 | 316 342 14| 125 139
62d Pennsylvania..........ccooeeeniiiniinaeaanns 26 | 400 426 14| 217 231
32d Massachusetts 1| 221 A2 12| 162 | "174
L4 ) 7 X 73| 937 | 1,010 40 | 504 54
BEFOTE ACHIONL. . . . oo e ee ettt te et e et e e s ae e e a e e s et s aaaseaseaaesaasaasatreaaetres 1,010
544
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No. 194.

Report of Col. Strong Vincent, Eighty-third Pennsylvania Infantry,
commanding Third Brigade.

HpqQrs. THIRD Bric., FirsT Div., FirTH CORPS,
Camp mear Aldie, Va., June 22, 1863.

CapraIN: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to_orders
from the general commanding the division, I moved to Middleburg

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 179.
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To the officers of my staff I am indebted for efficient and prompt
attention to their arduous duties, namely: Captain [Catharinus B.
Mervine, assistant adjutant-general; Lieuts. g%harles H.] Ross an
[T. Corwin] Case, aides; Captain [George M.] Barnard, assistant
inspector-general of the division, and Dr. [Charles] Shippen, the
medical director of the division.

The command remained in the same position the two following

days.
geing disabled for further actual command of the division, the
opportune arrival of General Griffin enabled me to relinquish it to
him, and the division moved toward Middletown, where it arrived
on J ul{; 8. '
A tabular and a nominal return of casualties have been duly for-
warded.* The total strength of the division upon entering the en-
agement was, in the three brigades, 2,664, and the aggregate of
illed, wounded, and missing, 897. .
Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, &ec.,
' JAMES BARNES,
Brigadier-GQeneral, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Lieut. Col. FreED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifth Corps.

No. 190.

Report of Bfrfég. Gen. Charles Griffin, U. S. Army, commanding
First Division.

Hpqrs. First DivisioN, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Beverly Ford, Va., August 14, 1863.

S1r: In compliance with circular from headquarters Army of the
Potomac, dated August 12, 1863, I have the honor to report that I
arrived at Gettysburg on July 3 last, and relieved General Barnes,
in command of the division, on the 4th.

.On the.day following, the division took up its line of march toward
the Potomac, arriving at Middletown on the 7th, and from thence pro-
ceeded by way of Fox’s Gap to Jones’ Cross-Roads, in which vicinity
it was occupied in strengthening its position and in outpost duty until
* ‘the 14th, when it marched to Williamsport.

From Williamsport the division proceeded to Berlin by way of
Burkittsville; crossed the Potomac at that place on the 17th, and
encamped for the night at Lovettsville, Va.

On tI})xe 18th, the march was resumed and continued without inter-
ruption to Manassas Gap, by the way of Purcellville and Piedmont.

assing nearly through the Gap, it ~ as deployed on the 23d in sup-
port of the Third Corps at the battle of Wapping Heights. -

On the morning of the 24th, the division again took up its line of
march to Warrenton, in the vicinity of which place it arrived, by the
way of Barbee’s Cross-Roads and Orleans, on the 27th ultimo.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. GRIFFIN,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Lieut. Col. FrREp. T. LOCKE, )
Assistant Adjutant-General. .

* But see revised statement, p. 179.
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ber of 430 wounded men transported from one hospital to the éther
when the hospital was changed; also 53 men transported for Second
Division, Fifth Corps; also 32 wounded men collected from the sev-
eral hospitals of the army and taken to division hospitals, making a
total of 1,157 wounded men transported by this ambulance corps
upon July 2, 3, and 4.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOS. C. AYER,

First Lieut., and Chief of Ambulance Corps.

Capt. J. BATES, )
Chief of Ambulance Corps, Fifth Corps.

No. 192.

Report of Col. William 8. Tilton, Twenty-second Massachusetts
Infantry, commanding First Brigade.

Hpors. FIrsT BRIG., FIrsT DIv., FIFTH ARMY CoRrps,
Middletown, Md.; July 9, 1863.

OapraIN: I have the honor to report the part taken by this brigade
in the battles of the 2d and 3d instant.

At 4.30 p. m. on July 2, the brigade, under my command, advanced
to the front, and was placed, by order of General Barnes, in order of
battle in a piece of woods at the south of Mr. Rose’s house. The
Second Brigade was on our left, but there being no infantry upon our
right, I made a crotchet by refusing the right wing of my right bat-
gﬂion )(One hundred and eighteenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel

wyn).

Tﬁe line was like this:

Rose's.

24 Brigade. 223 Mass. Ist Micl. 118¢h Penr.
L = _J
]
5 EE
&, Ny
X ;
s
P
z
_

No sooner was the line formed than the foe attacked our front.
The onslaught was terrible and my losses heavy—so much so that I
was somewhat doubtful if our line could withstand it. This fact I
communicated to the general commanding division, who ordered me
to fall back in good order if unable to hold the position; but my men
behaved nobly, and twice repulsed the assailants. My colonels wished
to advance. Being anxious about my right, however, 1 reconnoitered
in person, and discovered the enemy in large force coming from the
direction of Rose’s house, with the evident design of outflanking me.
1 immediately retired and took up a new position (in two lines), at the
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left and rear of a battery which had been posted about 300 yards to
my right and rear. The battery soon commenced to retreat, firing,
followed by the rebels, who were now again upon my right flank.
To avoid this flank movement, I retired, firing, a short distance in the
timber, and then moved across an open field, took up a new position
upon the right of the Second Division, and reported to General Sykes.
In this last movement I was greatly embarrassed by squads of men
and parts of regiments, who, hurrying from the front, broke into and
through my line. I think, however, that I saved my brigade from
great disaster after it could no longer do any good in front, and suc-
ceeded in forming a new line, which was retained through the night.

All of my officers and men did their duty, their whole duty, and
showed the greatest coolness and courage, and where all did so well
it were invidious to mention names.

On the 3d, we relieved the Third Brigade, on duty, holding the
rocky hill upon the extreme left. '

On the 4th, I advanced the brigade to the edge of the woods in our
front, and sent out a strong line of skirmishers to feel the enemy.
The report of this reconnaissance has been made by order directly .
to Major-General Sykes. '

My loss on-the 2d instant was 12 killed, 80 wounded, and 17 miss-
ing; total, 109.

Owing to forced marches, we had remaining on the 2d only 474
men, and as part of these were not actually engaged, it will be seen
that the percentage of loss is very great.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
~ ‘WM. S. TILTON,
' . Colonel, Commanding First Brigade.

Capt. C. B. MERVINE,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Division, Fifth Corps.

No. 193.

Reports of Col. Jacob B. Sweitzer, Sixty-second Pennsylvanic
: Infantry, commanding Second Brigade.

Hpgrs. SECOND BrIGADE, FIrsT D1visioN, FirrH CORPs,
: June 10, 1863.

GENERAL : I beg leave to report that on the receipt of your letter
of instructions of 6 p. m., 8th instant, received at 8 p. m.; I called on
General D. McM. Gregg, submitted your note to him, and requested
information as to how he desired me to co-operate with him.

The general explained to me the plan of his movements, and
said he desired me to cross the river immediately after his forces had
passed, and follow his column to a point beyond Mountain Run,
which point would be indicated to me on my reaching it, and remain
there until I should receive orders to withdraw. I then ealled his
attention to so much of your note as directed me to occupy and hold
the opposite side of the river after my connection with him had
ceased, as I construed it. Finding he thought I should withdraw to
this side of the river when I retired from the position assigned to
me by him, on my return to these headquarters I addressed you a
note asking further instructions on this point, and in reply recéived
by daylight your note of 2.30 a. m. of the 9th instant, saying, inter
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With regard to the conduct of officers and men, I can only say
that they behaved in their usually brave and courageous manner.
"My especial thanks are due to Second Lieut. E. S. Smith, Fourth
New York Independent Battery, and to First Sergt. Gilbert H.
Purdy and Sergt. Thomas Cusack, who each commanded a section,
for the manner in which they performed their most arduous duties,
I am, sir, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT JAMES,
Second Lieutenant Third U. S. Artillery, Commanding.

Capt. A. J. CLARK,
Acting Chief of Artillery, Third Corps.

No. 187.

Reports of Maj. Gen. George Sykes, U. 8. Army, commanding
Fuifth Army Corps.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CoRrps,
Camp near Warrenton, Va., July 31, 1863.

Sir: On the 28th ultimo, by the assignment of General Meade to
the command of the Army of the Potomac, I became the senior gen-
eral of this corps. . :

On June 29 and 30 and on July 1 and 2, I made long, rapid, and
fatiguing marches, starting at Frederick, Md., and reaching the field
of Gettysburg, via Liberty, Union Mills; Hanover, &c., about 8 a. m.
on the latter date. My troops took position on the right of our line,
but it being thought too exfended, they were subsequently massea
near the bridge over Rock Creek, on the Baltimore and Gett sburg

~pike, and within reach of the Twelfth Army Corps. 'While thus
situated, I was directed to support the Third Corps, General Sickles
commanding, with a brigade, should it be required.

At 3 p. m. General Meade sent for me, and while myself and other
corps commanders were conversing with him, the enemy formed,
opened the battle, and developed his attack on our left. ' I was at
once ordered to throw my whole corps to that point and hold it at all
hazards. This, of course, relieved my troops from any call from the
commander of the Third Corps. En route to the position thus as-
signed the Fifth Corps, various staff officers from General Sickles met
me, and, in the name of that officer, asked for assistance. 1 explained
to them that it was impossible for me to give it; the key of the
battle-field was intrusted to my keeping, antf I could not and would
not jeopardize it by a division of my forces.

A rocky ridge, commanding almost an entire view of the plateau
held by our army, was on our extreme left. Between it and the
position occupied by Birney’s division, Third Corps, was a narrow
gorge filled with immense bowlders and flanked on either side bg
dense woods. It afforded excellent cover and an excellent approac
for the enemy, both of which he promptly made use of. The rocky
ridge commanded and controlled this gorge. In examining it and
the ground adjacent previous to posting my troops, I found a bat-
tery at its outer edge and without adequate support. I galloped to

~General Birney, whose troops were nearest, explained’ to him the
necessity of protecting the guns, and suggested that he should close
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his division on the battery, and hold the edge of the woods on its
right. I promised to fill the gap he opened, which I did with Sweit-
zeﬂs and Tilton’s brigades, of my First Division, posting them my-
self.

In the meantime Vincent’s brigade, of this division, had seized the
rocky height, closely followed by Weed’s brigade, Second Division.
These troops were ﬁosted under the direction of General Warren,
chief engineer of this army. After closing the interval made by
Birney with the brigades of General Barnes, I rode rapidly to the
Taneytown pike to bring up the remaining troops of the corps, and
on my return with them found the greater part of Weed’s brigade
moving away from the height where it had been stationed, and
where its presence was vital. I dispatched a staff officer to know of
the general why he had vacated the ground assigned him. Hisreply
was, “By order of General Sickles.” I at once directed him to re-
occupy it, which was done at the double-quick step. Hardly had he
reached it before the enemy came on in tremendous force. Vincent’s
brigade and O’Rorke’s regiment (Weed’s brigade) were and had been
sorely pressed. Both those heroic commanders had fallen; but Weed
again in %)osition, Hazlett working his guns superbly, and the timely
arrival of Ayres’ brigades of regulars, who were at once ordered to
attack, stemmed the tide, and rolled away the foe in our front.

At a later hour, by the withdrawal or retreat of the troops on his
right—first, a division of the Third Corps, and next, Caldwell’s com-
mand, of the Second Corps—a large body of the enemy gained his
right and rear, and Ayres was compelled to fight his way, front and
flank, to the heel of the gorge. This he did steadily, in excellent
order, and connected with his left brigade (Weed’s) on the general
line of battle. But his loss was fearful; some of the regiments left
60 per cent. of their number on the ground. As Ayres assumed this
new position, General Crawford’s command (my Third Division) was
ordered to the front, and, entering the woods, became briskly en-
gaged with the enemy. This combat lasted till dusk, and resulted
in General Crawford’s gaining considerable ground, capturing many
prisoners, and a flag of a Georgia regiment.

Night closed the fight. The key of the battle-field was in our
possession intact. Vincent, Weed, and Hazlett, chiefs lamented
throughout the corps and army, sealed with their lives the spot
intrusted to their keeping, and on which so much depended. The
general line of battle on the left was shortened, strengthened, firm.
Pickets were established, and the troops slept on their arms. Sedg-
wick (Sixth Corps) had moved up to my aid. :

On the 3d, Crawford held his ground in front, sustained by Bart-
lett’s division, of Sedgwick’s corps. The troops remained as the day
before. Desultory firing from the pickets continued along our front.
At 1 p. m. the enemy commenced a furious cannonade from more
than one hundred guns, and occasionally a part of it was bestowed
on the Fifth and Sixth Corps. It was the prelude to his attack,
which soon followed and raged to our right; but, beaten, baffled, and
discomfited, he returned to the shelter of the forests west of the
Emmitsburg and Gettysburg pike. My artillery on the rocky ridge
helped to shatter and disorganize his troops.

On the 4th, reconnaissances were made, but developed nothing save
a line of skirmishers covering his troops, and artillery on the slope
falling away from the turnpike to the west. -

On the 5th, I began the march to Williamsport.

38 R R—VOIL XXVII, PT I
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I respectfully call the attention of the major-general commanding
to the services of the artillery of this corps, under its chief, Capt. A.
P. Martin, and the subordinate battery commanders, as detailed in
his report. ‘

The regular batteries were the greatest sufferers. Hazlett’s bat-
~tery (D, Fifth U. S. Artillery) was especially distinguished, and Wat-
son’s battery (I, same regiment)—though unfortunately taken away
by General Sickles without my consent or knowledge—after falling
into the hands of the enemy, was recaptured by Lieutenant Peeples,
of the battery, heading the Garibaldi Guard, in the most heroic and
gallant manner. Lieutenant Peeples richly deserves promotion for
his conduct, and I trust the Government will not withhold it.

I am happy to say the Fifth Corps sustained its reputation. An
important duty was confided to it, which was faithfully and gallantly
performed. Other brave men helped them in its-execution, among
whom the Sixth Corps was the most prominent.

I respectfully beg leave to call attention to the reports of division
and brigade commanders, herewith inclosed.

The division commanders—Generals Barnes, Ayres, and Crawford
—aided me in every particular with the utmost zeal and heartiness.
I most urgently unite in their recommendations of the various gentle-
%nen who distinguished themselves in and around the field of Gettys-

urg.

Colonel Rice, who succeeded to the command of the Third Brigade,
Tirst Division, on the fall of Colonel Vincent, deserves great credit |
for the management of his troops. His position on our extreme left |
was one of the most important held by the corps, and the unflinching -
- tenacity with which he maintained it, and his subsecLuent forcible !

occupation of the ground possessed by the enemy, with Chamberlain’s |
regiment (Twentieth Maine) and two regiments of Fisher’s brigade, \
Third Division, are worthy of the highest praise.

The medical department, under Surg. J. J. Milhau and Asst. Surg.
C. P. Russell, was organized in the most effective and satisfactory
manner.

My personal staff and the chiefs of departments were zealous, inde-
fatigable, and ready for any emergency. I name them in the order
of rank, and respectfully recommend them to the notice of the Depart-
ment of War: Lieut. Col. Fred. T. Locke, assistant adjutant-general;
Lieut. Col. William H. Owen, chief quartermaster; Capt. D. L.
Smith, acting chief commissary of subsistence; Surg. J. J. Milhau,
U. S. Army, medical director; Asst. Surg. C. P. Russell, U. S. Army,
medical inspector; Capt. John W. Williams, assistant adjutant-gen-
eral and acting aide-de-camp; Capt. William Jay, aide-de-camp, and
Tirst Lieut. George T. Ingham, Eleventh U. 8. Infantry, aide-de-
camp.

The signal officers, Capt. W. H. Hill and Lieut. I. S. Lyon, per-
formed their duties creditably. :

General Weed and Colonel Vincent, officers of rare promise, gave
their lives to their country. The former had been conspicuous dur-
ing the war, won and adorned his promotion, and surrendered it and
his life on the spot he was called upon to defend.

In this campaign of the Army of the Potomac, consequent upon
Lee’s second invasion of Maryland, troops never endured more,
marched. more in the same length of time, suffered more, deserved
more, or fought better than they. Prompt response and obedience to
all orders characterized them. ~Their record up to July 24, with its
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incalculable results, is a study, and has few parallelsin the history
of the rebellion. :
Tabular and nominal lists have preceded this report.
I inclose the reports of division and other commanders, and with
them a list of casualties in the corps.* '
GEO. SYKES,

Major-General, Commanding Corps.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Camp at Beverly Ford, Va., August 15, 1863.

GENERAL: The operations of this corps from June 28 to July 27,
at which date it reached Warrenton, Va., embrace the following :

June 29.—Left Frederick; marched to and encamped in the vicinity
of Liberty, Md.; 15 miles.

June 30.—Marched to Union Mills, via Johnsville, Union, and
Frizellburg. Encamped on Big Pipe Creek, along the turnpike lead-
ing from Westminster to Gettysburg; 23 miles. :

July 1.—Marched to Hanover, and relieved the cavalrg there under
General Kilpatrick. At 7 p. m. resumed the march, and at midnight
bivouacked at Bonaughtown; 20 miles.

July 2.—Marched at 4 a. m. for Gettysburg, 6 miles; arrived early. -
Occupied the positions and performed the work explained in my re-
port of that battle.

July 5.—Started en route for the Potomac. Reached the Antietam
at Delaware Mills on the 10th, marching via Emmitsburg, Creagers-
town, Utica, and-Middletown, crossing the Catoctin and South Moun-
tain ranges at High Knob and Fox’s Gap; distance, 55 miles.

July 11, 12, 13, and 14.—Maneuvered in face of the enemy; con-
structed breastwork, rifle-pits, &c.; did picket duty; suffered and
inflicted some loss; marched in pursuit of the enemy beyond Will-
iamsport in the direction of Falling Waters; distance, about 10 miles.

July 15.—Marched to Burkittsville, 22 miles; thence on the 16th,
6 miles, to Petersville, Md.; thence on the 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st,
and 22d, to Lovettsville, Wheatland, Purcellville, and Goose Creek, to
Rectortown, Va.; 40 miles.

July 23.—Marched to Manassas Gap, 15 miles, and during the fight
at that place formed in battle array, in support of the Third Corps,
General French. ,

July 24.—Made a reconnaissance of the country to the right of
General French, but the enemy having disappeared, at noon biv-
ouacked in the Gaé).

July 25.—Moved toward Warrenton via Farrowsville, Barbee’s
Cross-Roads, and Orleans, 15 miles; thence on the 26th and 27th, 14
miles, to and beyond Warrenton. s

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
: GEO. SYKES,
Major-General, Commanding Corps.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac.

* Embodied in revised statement, p: 179.
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