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of both. The people give and sell the men something to eat, but I
can’t stand that Waf’ of subsisting; it causes dreadful straggling.
Should I have to fall back, advise me by what route.

Respectfully,
JNO. BUFORD.
Major-General REYNOLDS.

GETTYSBURG, June 30—10.40 p. m.

I have the honor to state the following facts: A. P. Hill’s corps,
composed of Anderson, Heth, and Pender, is massed back of Cash.
town, 9 miles from this place. His pickets, composed of infantry
and artillery, are in sight of mine. There is a road from Cashtown
running through Mummasburg and Hunterstown on to York pike
at Oxford, which is terribly infested with roving detachments of
cavalry. Rumor says Ewell is coming over the mountains from
Carlisle. One of his escort was captured to-day near Heidlersburg.
He says Rodes, commanding a division of Ewell’s, has already
crosseg the mountains from Carlisle. When will the reserve be
relieved, and where are my wagons? I have no need of them, as 1
can find no forage. I have kept General Reynolds informed of all
that has transpired. The inclosed * is in reply to last dispatch.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. BUFORD,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers.
General PLEASONTON.

[Indorsement.]

Respectfully forwarded. A report from General Buford and one
from General Kilpatrick. + Kilpatrick has done very well.
A. PLEASONTON,
Magor-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION,
Gettysburg, July 1, 1863—10.10 a. m.

The enemy’s force (A. P. Hill’s) are advancing on me at this point,
and driving my pickets and skirmishers very rapidly. There is 2lso
a large force at Heidlersburg that is driving my pickets at that point
from that direction. General Reynolds is advancing, and is within
3 miles of this point with his leading division. T am positive that
the whole of A. P. Hill’s force is advancing.

JNO. BUFORD,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION,
July 1, 1863—3.20 p. m.

I am satisfied that Longstreet and Hill have made a junction. A
tremendous battle has been raging since 9.30 a. m., with varying
success. At the present moment the battle is raging on the road to
Cashtown, and within short cannon-range of this town. The enemy’s

* Not identified, 1 Of same date, made by Alexander, p. 987.
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line is a semicircle on the height, from north to west. General Rey-
nolds was killed early this morning. In my opinion, there seems to

be no directing person.
JNO. BUFORD,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers.
General PLEASONTON.

P. S.—We need help now.

HAGERSTOWN AND SHARPSBURG PIKE,
Midway between the two places, July 7, [1863.]
- (Received 11.45 p. m.)
GENERAL: I attempted to take Williamsport yesterday, but found
too large a force of infantry and artillery. ~After a longfight, I with-
drew to this place. Heavy forces were coming into Williamsport
all night. There are a good many wagons at Williamsport. There
is no bridge there. Troops and wagons are being ferried across in
two flat-boats very slowly. I can do nothing with the enemy save
observe him. There is nothing at Sharpsburg.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. BUFORD,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comdg. First Division.

Major-General FRENCH.

*
HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION,
Boonsborough, July 8, 1863.

I have had a very rough day of it. Early this morning the enemy
advanced upon me in a pretty strong force (cavalry, infantry, and
artillery). During the first part of the day they pressed me severely,
and came near the town. Toward night, I turned the tables upon
them, and drove them across the Antietam, toward Hagerstown and
Williamsport. You never saw the division behave better. My loss
is not heavy. The artillery fire was very hot. All of my fighting
had to be on foot. The river is 5 feet higher than before, and Fising.
I have drawn in close to this place, to sleep. My train has been in-
terfered with by the Eleventh Corps. I hope it may arrive in the
night. There are no rebs this side of Antietam; none on the old
battle-ground, and none at Sharpsburg. Plenty of them, however,
can be found between Greencastle and Williamsport and between
Hagerstown and Williamsport. Hurrah for Vicksburg.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. BUFORD,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Colonel ALEXANDER,
Chief. of Staff, Cavalry Corps.

(Received by General Pleasonton ‘‘ during the night,” and for-
warded to army headquarters July 9, 1863.)

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION,
Three-fourths of a mile east of Funkstown, July 10, 1863.
GENERAL: I have been fighting Fitzhugh Lee’s, Hampton’s, and
Jones’ brigades; have driven them back upon Longstreet’s whole
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them from this branch of the service. We have lost many such
officers, and unless something is done to cure the evil we will lose
more.

The reports of the horse artillery were rendered to the cavalry
officers under whose orders they served, and I have not yet received
all of them. As their operations were detached from those of the
main body of the army, and do not naturally connect with them, I
reserve them as the subject of a separate report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY J. HUNT,
" Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery, Commanding.

Brig. Gen. S. WiLLIaMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac.

ARTILLERY HDQRS. ARMY OF THE Potomac,
October 4, 1863.

GENERAL: In compliance with your directions, I have the honor
to state that the following were the captures from the army in the
recent operations:

First Corps lost one gun, 3-inch, from Reynolds’ battery (L, First
New York), July 1; Eleventh Corps, one light 12-pounder, Heck-
man’s battery (K, First Ohio), July I; Third Corps, three 10-pounder
Parrotts, Smith’s Fourth Independent New York Battery, July 2;
Artillery Reserve, one 3-inch, Thompson’s battery, Third and Fourth
Pennsylvania, July 2; six lost.

I received no report of captures from the enemy in an official form,
although I heard that the cavalry had picked up several on the road,
and that two were taken at Falling Waters.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY J. HUNT,

Major-General, Chief of Artillery.
Brig. Gen. S. WiLLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 29.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Abner Doubleday, U. S. Army, commanding
Third Division of, dnd First Army Corps.

WasHINGTON, D. C., December 14, 1863.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, on the morning of June
28, the First Corps left Middletown, Md., for Frederick, and encamped
in the western suburbs of that town, picketing the roads toward the
northwest.

_ On the 29th, it left Frederick, and after a long and toilsome march

~~arrived at Emmitsburg; passed through that place, and bivouacked
for the night on the sheights to the north. TEis position had been
carefully selected by General Reynolds as a defensive line, the rebels
having been reported in some strength at Fairfield.

On the 30th, we made a short march of 3 or 4 miles to Marsh
Creek, where we again took up a defensive position, Wadsworth’s
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division, with Hall’s (Second Maine) battery, covering the Gettys-
burg road; my own division, with Cooper’s (First Pennsylvania Re-
serve Volunteer) battery, covering the airfield road, and Robinson’s
division, with the remaining three batteries, some miles in rear as a
reserve. It was General Reynolds’ intention to dispute the enemy’s
advance at this point, falling back, however, in case of a serious at-
tack, to the ground already chosen at Emmitsburg. Here he received
orders to reassume the command of the right wing, consisting of his
own (First), Howard’s (Eleventh), and Sickles’ (Third) corps. In
consequence of this order, he directed me to take command of the
First Corps.

-"On the eventful morning of July 1, between 7 and 8 o’clock, Gen-
eral Reynolds sent for me for the purpose of explaining the telegrams
received by him in relation to the movements of the rebels and the
latest position of our own troops. This information showed that the
enemy was reported in force at Cashtown and Mummasburg, and that
our cavalry was skirmishing with them on the roads leading from Get-
tysburg to those places. He told me he had already given orders to
Wadsworth’s division, with Hall’s battery, to move forward, and that
he would accompany these troops in person, while I remained to bring
up the balance of the corps. Owing to the intervals between the divis-

jons and the necessity of calling in the pickets, from an hour and a
half to two hours elapsed before the remaining troops were en route.
Wadsworth’s division was, therefore, obliged to sustain the brunt of
the action alone for this length of time. As soon as I saw that Rob-
inson’s and Rowley’s divisions, with the remaining batteries, had
commenced the march, I rode on in advance of the column.

The sound of rapid cannon firing convinced me that our cavalry
was warmly engaged. I pushed forward at full speed, and soon over-
took Wadsworth’s division, which had left the main road and was
filing rapidly through woods and fields toward a ridge which ran
north and south, about 400 yards to the west of the seminary, which
‘is itself about a c%uarter of "a mile to the west of Gettysburg, and
ilocated on a similar ridge parallel to the first. About 200 yards far-
ther on, the former range of heights sloped down, and ended in a
ravine called Willoughby’s Run. On the most westerly of these
ridges, General Reynolds had directed his line of battle to be formed,
and was himself superintending the placing of Cutler’s brigade as I
rode up. I had previously sent an aide (Lieutenant Marten) to the
general for instructions. He returned with orders for me to attend
o the Millerstown road, on the left of our line. A small piece of
woods cut the line of battle in about two equal parts. These woods
possessed all the advantages of aredoubt, strengthening the center of
our line, and enfilading the enemy’s columns should they advance in
the open spaces on either side. 1 deemed the extremity of the woods,
which extended to the summit of the ridge, to be the key of the
position, and urged that portion of Meredith’s brigade, the Western
men assigned to its defense, to hold it to the last extremity. Full of
the memory of their past achievements, they replied cheerfully and
proudly, “If we can’t hold it, where will you find men who can ? ”
General Reynolds’ intention appeared to be simply to defend the twos_
roads entering the town from the northwest and southwest, and to
occupy and hold the woods between them. The principal effort of

_ the enemy was made on the Cashtown road from the northwest, and
*  was o%posed at first by Cutler’s brigade and Hall’s battery, the former
stretching across, the latter posted on, the right of the road,
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Immediately on my arrival at the ridge, I rode to the left to exam-
ine the ground in that direction, and then was engaged in overseeing
the operations of Meredith’s brigade, commonly known as the Iron
Brigade. These troops were formed in the following order, from
right to left : The Second Wisconsin, Seventh Wisconsin, Nineteenth -
Indiana, and Twenty-fourth Michigan Volunteers. The Sixth Wis-
consin, together with the brigade guard, under Lieutenants Harris,
of the Sixth Wisconsin, and Showalter, of the Second ‘Wisconsin,

. had been detached by my order, to remain with me as a reserve.
There wasno time to be lost, as the enemy was already in the woods,
and advancing at double-quick to seize this important central B\?Si-
tion and hold the ridge. The Iron Brigade, led by the Second Wis-
consin in line, and followed by the other regiments, deployed en
échelon without a moment’s hesitation, charged with the utmost
steadiness and fury, hurled the enemy back into the run, ca tured,
after a sharp and desperate conflict, nearly 1,000 prisoners—all from
Archer’s brigade—and reformed their lines on the high ground be-
yond the ravine.

The Second Wisconsin, in this contest, under the gallant Colonel
Fairchild, was particularly distinguished. It accomplished the diffi-
cult task of driving superior numbers of rebel infantry from the
shelter of the woods, and to it also belongs the honor of ca; turing
General Archer himself. He was brought in by Private g‘atric
Maloney, of Company G-. It is to be lamented that this brave Irish-
man was subsequently killed in the action.

The troops were now withdrawn to the eastern side of the run by
my order, and reformed on a line with the Second Wisconsin, the
Seventh Wisconsin taking the right of the new line and the Nine-
teenth Indiana the left. Immediately after this, I took my position
behind the left wing. I had hardly done so when I learned, with
deep sorrow, that our brave and_lamented commander, Major-Gen-
eral Reynolds, had just been shot, and was no more. This melan-
choly event occurred in the beginning of the attack referred to,

~about 10.15 a. m. The whole burden of the battle was thus suddenly
thrown upon me.

The death of General Reynolds was followed by other disasters. A
column of the enemy’s infantry had succeeded in approaching Hall’s
battery to within a distance of 60 yards by charging up the ravine
on his right, and had poured in a terrible and destructive fire at that
short range. At the same time a vastly superior force advanced
in two lines against Cutler, in front and on his right flank. General
Wadsworth directed this brigade to fall back to the shelter of the
woods on Seminary Ridge. This left Captain Hall without any sup-
ports to his battery, and, as he received no orders to withdraw, his
situation soon became a precarious one.

The One hundred and forty-seventh New York Volunteers, of
Cutler’s brigade, did not receive the order to retire ; Lieutenant-
Colonel Miller, its commander, having been wounded, was unable
to communicate his instructions to his successor, Major Harney.
The latter bravely held the regiment to its position until the enemy
was in possession of the railroad cut on his left, thus intercepting
his line of retreat. During the half hour which elapsed before he
could be relieved, his loss was 207 killed and wounded out of 380,

The dispositions made by Captain Hall to meet the emergency and
save his battery were both able and resolute. He broke the force of
the charge against him by firing canister, and then ordered his bat-

L]
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tery to retire by sections. The right section, while falling back, was
charged upon by the enemy’s skirmishers, and 4 of the horses of one
iece shot. The cannoneers, however, drew off the piece by hand.
n reference to this period of the action, Captain Hall says, in his offi-
- cial report: .
" As the last piece of the battery was coming away, all of its-horses were shot, and
I was about to return for it myself, when General Wadsworth gave mea peremptory
order to lose no time, but get my battery in position near the barn on the heights, to

cover the retiring of the troops.” I sent a sergeant and 5 men after the piece, all of
whom were wounded or taken prisoners. :

Captain Hall was now withdrawn behind Seminary Ridge by way
of the railroad grading, which runs nearly parallel to the Cashtown
road, and is about 100 yards fror it—an unfortunate route to take, as
it was swept by the enemy’s guns. He was soon afterward assigned
t0 a new and more advanced position by an aide-de-camp of the di-
vision commander, but, in attempting to occupy it, he was fired upon
by the rebel advance, who already held possession of the ground,
and he again withdrew.

The whole of these events had occurred on the right so soon after
my arrival, that there was no opportunity for me to interpose, issue
orders, or regulate the retreat. The moment was a critical one, in-
volving the defeat, perhaps the utter rout, of our forces. I imme-
diately sent for one of Meredith’s regiments (the Sixth Wisconsin),
a gallant body of men, whom Iknew could be relied upon. Forming
them rapidly perpendicular to theline of battle on the enemy’s flank,
I directed them to attack immediately. Lieutenant-Colonel Dawes,
their commander, ordered a charge, which was gallantly executed.
The enemy made a hurried attempt to change front to meet the
attack, and flung his troops into the railroad cut for safety. The
Ninety-fifth New York Volunteers, Colonel Biddle, and the Four-
teenth Brooklyn, under Colonel Fowler, joined in the charge; the
cut was carried at the point of thé bayonet, and two regiments of
Davis’ (rebel) brigade were taken prisoners.

The results of this maneuver were the capture of the two rebel
“regiments referred to, with their battle-flags, the release of the One
. hundred and forty-seventh New York Volunteers, which had been
cut off, and the recapture of one of Hall’s pieces, which had been
left, in consequence of all the horses having been shot down and men
wounded or killed. I immediately directed the original line of battle
to be resumed, which was done. ~All this was accomplished in less
than half an hour, and before General Howard had arrived ou the
field or assumed command. Tidball’s horse battery was now or-
dered up by General Wadsworth, to replace Hall’s battery, which
had been very much cut up. Tidball was soon hotly engaged with
a battery in his front. Soon after, Captain Reynolds was sent to re-
lieve him.

Upon taking a retrospect of the field, it might seem, in view of the
fact that we were finally forced to retreat, that this would have been
a proper time to retire; but to fall back without orders from the
commanding general might have inflicted lasting disgrace upon the
corps, and as General Reynolds, who was high in the confidence of
General Meade, had formed his lines to resist the entrance of the
enemy into Gettysburg, I naturally supposed that it was the inten-
tion to defend the place.

There were abundant reasons for holding it, for it is the junction
of seven great roads leading to Hagerstown, Chambersburg, Car-

[
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lisle, York, Baltimore, Taneytown, and Washington, and is also an
important railroad terminus. The places above mentioned are on
the circumference of a circle of which it is the center. It was, there-
fore, a strategic point of no ordinary importance. Its possession
would have been invaluable to Lee, shortening and strengthening
his line to Williamsport, and serving as a base of maneuvers for
future operations. fknew that Slocum’s and Sickleg’ corps were
within sfriking distance when we left Marsh Creek; that Howard’s
" corps was already passing through the streets of the town, and that
the remaining divisions of the First Corps were almost uE. A re-
treat without hard fighting has a tendency to demoralize the troops
who retire, and would, in the present instance, in my opinion, have
dispirited the whole army anf injured its morale, while it encour-
aged the enemy in the same proportion. There never was an oc-
casion in which the result could have been more momentous upon
our national destiny. Final success in this war can only be attained
by desperate fighting, and the infliction of heavy loss upon the
enemy; nor could I have retreated without the full knowledge and
approbation of General Howard, who was my superior officer, and
who had now arrived on the field. Had I done so, it would have un-
covered the left flank of his corps. If circumstances required it, it
was his place, not mine, to issue the order. General Howard, from
his commanding position on Cemetery Hill, could overlook all the
enemy’s movements as well as our own, and I therefore relied much
upon his superior facilities for observation to give me timely warn-
ing of any unusual danger.

I sent word to him shortly after this that, in addition to the forces
opposed to me, Ewell’s corps was coming down on my right flank,
and requested him to protect that portion of the line with the Eleventh
Corps. Almost at the same time he sent me the same information,
together with instructions to hold Seminary Hill at all hazards, if -
driven back. Just previous to this, the remainder of the First Corps,
consisting of Robinson’s and Rowley’s divisions, came up. I imme-
diately directed Geeneral Robinson to station his division in reserve
at the seminary, and to throw up some slight intrenchments, to aid
me in holding that point in case I should be driven back. I divided
Rowley’s division, sending Stone’s brigade to the open space on the
right of the wood, to close the interval between Cutler and Meredith.
The other brigade, under Colonel Biddle, One hundred and twenty-
first Pennsylvania Volunteers, was posted on the left and rear of the
Iron Brigade, toward the Millerstown road. General Rowley had
charge of this part of the line. Later in the day he intrusted the
extreme left to Colonel Gates, Twentieth New York State Militia,
who, with his own regiment and the One hundred and fifty-first
Pennsylvania Volunteers, .under Liéutenant-Colonel McFarland,
stubbornly maintained it to the last. He was greatly aided in this
by two companies of skirmishers from his regiment, who occupied a
house and barn in advance of our left, on the other side of the ravine.
I relied greatly on Stone’s brigade to hold the post assigned them, as
I soon saw I would be obliged to change front with a portion of my
line to face the northwest, and his brigade held the pivot of the
movement. My confidence in this noble body of men was not mis-
placed, as will be shown hereafter. . They repulsed the repeated at- °
tacks of vastly superior numbers at close quarters, and maintained
their position until the final retreat of the whole line. Stone himself
was shot down, battling to the last. The gallant Colonel Wister,
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who succeeded him in command, was also wounded, and the command

devolved upon Colonel Dana, of the One hundred and forty-third

Pennsylvania Volunteers. This brigade, in common with almost

every regiment in the Third Division, were Pennsylvanians, and

%Vel:ﬁe actuated by a héroic desire to avenge the invasion of their native
tate.

General Howard now formed his lines to resist the advance of
Ewell’s corps, which came from the northeast. The corps of A. P.
Hill, opposite us, at once made a junction with the new-comers. This-
compelled me also to change front, with Wadsworth’s division on
Stone’s brigade as a pivot, so that the two branches of my line of
battle were facing, the one west, the other northwest. I relied upon
the woods and ridges to partially shield the troops from an enfilading
fire. In consequence of Ewell’s new line of battle, Wadsworth threw
back Cutler’s brigade to Seminary Ridge, to avoid a battery upon his
flank. Both Tidball’s and Reynolds’ batteries were obliged to retire,
as they were exposed to a cross-fire from two directions. Captain
Reynolds was badly wounded in the eye, but for a long time refused
to leave the field. ,

Colonel Stone, who had been contending with very little shelter
against the rebel infantry and two batteries on the other side of the
run, suffered some loss from the same enfilading battery which had
rendered a change of front necessary on the part of Wadsworth.
Leaving Colonel Wister’s regiment, the One hundred and fiftieth
Pennsylvania Volunteers, still facing the west, he threw successivel
Lieutenant-Colonel Dwight, with the One hundred and forty-nint
Pennsylvania, and Colonel Dana, with the One hundréd and forty-
third Pennsylvania, into the Cashtown road, facing a little east of
north. As tﬁis left an open space of some 200 yards between the right
of Stone and the left of Cutler, and as the rebels at this time were not
making any strong demonstrations against our left, Cooper’s battery
fired through the interval, and Biddle’s brigade changed front to sup-

ort it.
P Shortly after this, Lieutenant Wilber, of Battery L, First New York
Artillery, was sent, in answer to a request from General Wadsworth
for a baftery, and posted in an orchard on the south side of the Cash-
town road, where the right flank was sheltered by a house and barn.
The remaining two sections were posted on the open crest, also to the
south of the road.

T had hoped General Howard would have been able to connect with
the right of my line, but after Geeneral Schurz had formed his division,
there was a wide interval between the two corps. This gap might
have been filled by my falling back to the Seminary Ridge, but un-
fortunately that ridge is open ground, and could have been, as it was
afterward, enfiladed by Ewell’s batteries throughout its whole ex-

tent. Finding it necessary to stop this gapat all hazards, I directed
 General Robinson, whose division I had kept in reserve, to send one
of his brigades there. He detailed General Baxter for that purpose.
. This brigade moved forward and formed on the right of Wadsworth’s
division, but an interval still existed of nearly 400 yards between
Baxter’s right and the Eleventh Corps. The enemy attacked in this
interval, and were driven back by a change of front. They then as-
sailed the left flank of the brigade, obliging Baxter again to change
front. He drove the rebels before him in handsome style, but was
constantly outflanked and enfiladed. Nevertheless, the brigade be-
haved nobly, capturing a great number of prisoners, the Eighty-
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eighth Pennsylvania taking two battle-flags and the Ninety-seventh
New York one. They were greatly aided in this by a galling fire
poured in on the flanks of the enemy by the Twelfth Massachusetts.

Finding Baxter was in danger of being overpowered, I directed
General Robinson to go in person to his assistance with the remainder
of hisdivision (Paul’s brigade). Stewart’s battery, of the Fourth U.
S. Artillery, was also sent to report to General Robinson. Part of
Paul’s brigade was posted by General Robinson as a support to Bax-
ter against an enemy advancing on our front, and part was posted
perpendicular to our line to protect the right flank. General Robin-
son says: R

The enemy now made repeated attacks on the division, in all of which he was
handsomely repulsed, with the loss of three flags and about 1,000 prisoners. In one
of these attacks I was deprived of the services of the veteran commander of the
First Brigade, Brigadier-General Paul, who fell, severely wounded, while gallantly
directing and encouraging his command. The division held this position on-the
right, receiving and repelling the fierce attacks of a greatly superior number, not
only in front, but on the flanks, and, when the enemy’s ranks were broken, charg-
ing upon him, and capturing his colors and his men, from about noon until nearly
5 p. m., when I received orders to withdraw. These orders not being received until
all the other troops, except Stewart’s battery, had commenced moving to the rear,
the division held its ground until outflanked right and left, and retired, fighting.
From the nature of the enemy’s attacks, frequent changes were rendered necessary,
and they were made promptly, under a galling fire. %oldiers never fought better
or inflicted severer blows upon the enemy. When out of ammunition, their boxes
were replenished from those of their killed or wounded comrades.

Ewell’s forces advanced about 1.30 p. m. in two deployed lines,
supported by a third line of battalions en masse. A portion of these
made the attack already referred to against Baxter’s left, in which
they were repulsed. Their defeat was partly owing to the fact that
they became separated from their main line, and swung around in
such a manner as to expose their flank to Colonel Stone’s troops in !
the road, who took advantage of the opportunity to pour in a destruc-
tive fire at long range.

Having thus failed in their assault upon Robinson’s division, they
next made a determined advance against the two regiments in the
road. To meet this, Colonel Stone sent one of these regiments, the
Onehundred and forty-ninth Pennsylvania, under Lieutenant-Colonel
Dwight, forward to the railroad cut. This formed en échelon about
100 yards to the front and left of Colonel Dana’s regiment (One hun-
dred and forty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers). Inspite of two most
effective volleys of musketry, the enemy struggled on to within 30
{ards of the cut. Here, however, they were driven back in confusion

y a spirited bayonet charge ordered by Lieutenant-Colonel Dwight.
Dana was at the same time warmly engaged in protecting the flank of.
the advanced regiment. The enemy,immediately after this, brought

‘a battery to enfilade the cut, and Dwight was forced to fall back to
his first position, on Dana’s left. , , _

It was in this affair that Colonel Stone was severely wounded, and
Colonel Wister assumed command of the brigade.

The rebels now advanced from the northwest to flank the two regi-
ments in the road, but the One hundred and fiftieth Regiment, under
Lieutenant-Colonel Huidekoper, changed front forward and met the
enemy preciselfr as Dwight had met them, with two volleys of mus-
ketry and a gallant bayonet charge, led by Colonel Wister in person;
this dispersed them. Another desperate onslaught came from the
north, passed the railroad cut, and almost reached the road, only,

>
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however, to encounter another defeat from the irresistible bayonets
of our men. The next attack came from the west, but was again
“repulsed by the indomitable One hundred and fiftieth Regiment.
Colonel Wister was now severely wounded in the face. Colonel
Dana, who assumed command, contested the position with varying
fortunes until the close of the battle. Just previous to this, the brave
and resolute Lieutenant-Colonel Huidekoper had faced four compa-
nies of his regiment to contend with the opposing forces from the
west, while six companies kept off an entire brigade from the north.
Lieutenant-Colonel Huidekoper lost his arm at this point, and as
Major Chamberlain was also wounded, the command devolved upon
Captain Widdis.
ieutenant-Colonel Dwight was left upon the field wounded in
three places; and fell temporarily into the hands of the enemy.
Every regiment of Stone’s brigade changed front forward, and two
regiments changed front to the rear while closely engaged. The
most eminent military writers regard the first movement as difficult,
and the last as almost impossible, to be executed under fire.
About 4 f) m. the enemy, having been strongly re-enforced, ad-
vanced in large numbers, everyw%ere deploying into double and
- triple lines, overlapping our left for a third of a mile, pressing heav-
ily upon our right, and overwhelming our center. It was evident
Lee’s whole army was approaching. Our tired troops had been
fighting desperately, some of them for six hours. They were thor-
oughly exhausted, and General Howard had no re-enforcements to
give me. It became necessary to retreat. All my reserves had been
thrown in, and the First Corps was now fighting in a single line.
It is stated by General Wadsworth in his official report -that the
portion of the Eleventh Corps nearest to us, unable to stand the pres-
sure, had fallen back some time before this, and that our right flank
was thus uncovered, so far as that corps was concerned. Biddle’s
brigade about this time again changed front to meet the strong lines
advancing from the west. I now gave orders to fall back, this and
Meredith’s brigades covering the movement by occupying the in-
trenchments in front of the seminary, which I had directed to be
thrown up as a precautionary measure to assist in holding the new
position. ~ Cooper’s battery was assigned by the chief of artillery on
the north, and Stevens’ battery (Fifth Maine) on the south of the
seminary, and the shattered remnants of the Iron Brigade also fell
into line. From behind the feeble barricade of rails these brave
men stémmed the fierce tide which %ressed upon them incessantly,
and held the rebel lines, which encircled them on three sides, at bay
until the greater portion of the corps had retired. The One hundred
and_fifty-first, One hundred and forty-second, One hundred and
twenty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Twentieth New York
State Militia, of Biddle’s command (the last two under Colonel
Gates, of the Twentieth New York State Militia), and the Second
and Seventh Wisconsin and Nineteenth Indiana, of the Iron Brigade,
here made their final stand. Captain [Hollon]| Richardson, acting
assistant inspector-general, of Meredith’s staff, rode up and down the
hin_es, waving a regimental flag and encouraging the men to do their
uty.

The troops, with the assistance of part of Stewart’s battery, under
Lieutenant Davison, poured in so deadly a fire as to Whoﬁry break
up and disable the first line of the enemy approaching from the west;
but the other lines pressed on, and soon commenced a flank attack,
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which it was no longer possible to answer. When all the troops at
this point were overpowered, Captain Glenn, of the One hundred
and forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, in command of my head-
quarters guard, defended the building for fully twenty minutes
against a whole brigade of the enemy, enabling the few remaining
trgops, the ambulances, artillery, &c., to retreat in comparative
safety.

The batteries had all been brought back from their advanced posi- '
tions and posted on Seminary Hill. They greatly assisted the orderly
retreat, retarding the enemy by their fire. They lost heavily in men
and horses at this point, and, as they retired to the town, were sub-
jected to so heavy a fire that the last gun was left, the horses being
all shotdown by the enemy’s skirmishers, who had formed line within
50 yards of the road by which the artillery was obliged to pass.

he First Corps only consisted of about 8,200 men when 1t entered
the battle. It was reduced at the close of the engagement to about
9 450. It must be remembered that A. P. Hill’s corps alone, which
fought us on the west, was estimated at 35,000 men, of which 25,000,
under Heth and Pender, were in line opposed to us, and that Ewell’s
corps, which attacked us on the north, was said to amount to 30,000
more. Its two divisions with which we contended, under Rodes and
Early, contained about 20,000 men. Reserves amounting to 20,000
additional men, belonging to the two corps, and backed by the whole
rebel army, were within a few hours’ march. When that part of
th@Eleventh Corps adjacent to us fell back, a force of 30,000 men was
thrown upon the First Corps, which in the beginning only contained
about 8,200. :

I remained at the seminary superintending the final movement
until thousands of hostile bayonets made their appearance around the
sides of the building. I then rode back and rejoined my command,
nearly all of whom were filing through the town. As we passed
through the streets, the pale and frightened inhabitants came out of -
their houses, offering us fé6od and drink and the expression of their
deep sorrow and sympathy. The written statements of the division
commanders in regard to the details of this p:riod are slightly con-
flicting. I therefore present extracts from the reports themselves.
General Robinson has already been quoted.

General Wadsworth says:

I received orders direct from Major-General Howard to hold Seminary Ridge as
long as possible. Tidball’s battery had been driven back, but about 3 p. m. Bat-
tery B, Fourth Regular Artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Stewart, came to our
assistance, and rendered effective service, demolishing a brigade of the enemy by a
destructive fire of canister and shell. Battery L, First New York Artillery, and the
Fifth Maine Battery, were likewise engaged in position near the seminary.

At about 2.30 p. m. Major-General Schurz, who had been advanced on our right,
fell back after partially engaging the enemy, and left our right exposed. The enemy
advanced in large force from that direction, and on our left the Third Division of -
this corps was driven back. Finding myself outflanked on both right and left,
heavily pressed in front, and my ammunition nearly exhausted, I ordered the com-

mand to retire at 3.45 o'clock. The movement was effected in good order, and
all the artillery brought off safely, excepting one caisson, the Seventh Wisconsin

“bringing up the-rear and suffering heavily with the whole of the command from
the fire from our front and both flanks. The severity of the contest during the day
will be indicated by the painful fact that at least half of the officers and men who

went into the engagement were killed or wounded.

General Rowley says:

A general advance of the enemy’s infantry was now made in two very strong
lines, the right of which outflanked the First Brigade, at that time consisting only
of three small regiments, numbering together not over 830 men and officers, the
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One hundred and fifty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers having been previously de-
tached from that brigade to support the part of our line on the right of the wood.
‘When the enemy was first observed advancing on their extreme right, they issued
from a piece of woods extending north and south, a mile distant from the First
Brigade, the brigade being then faced to the north, and almost at right angles to
its original position. A change of front of this part of the division was ordered,
and executed under a _heavy fire. After the change, the One hundred and forty-
second Pennsylvania Volunteers and Twentieth New York State Militia were on the
right and center of the brigade, and the One hundred and twenty-first Pennsylvania
Volunteers on the left, with the battery between the One hundred and forty-second
Pennsylvania Volunteers and Twentieth New York State Militia. Notwithstanding
the murderous fire with which the enemy was received by my left, the disparity

. between the contending forces was too great to render it possible for our line to

hold its position. The First Brigade gradually fell back, firing, until it reached a
cover of rails, hastily thrown up by some of the other troops, in front of the seminary.
Here it remained, together with some men of the First Division, fighting desper-
ately, and until time was afforded to most of our other troops, to the artillery, and
to the ambulances to withdraw in an orderly manmner from the town in the direction
of Cemetery Hill, and until the advancing lines of the enemy were gaining on our
flanks. At the breastworks, Colonel Biddle, commanding fhe First Brigade, was
wounded in the head by a shot, but he still remained on the field, and retired with
his men, and reformed them on arriving in rear of Cemetery Hill, behind which
Colonel Dana, with the Second Brigade, with reformed lines, was also again read,
for service. The Second Brigade, on first falling back, halted in a peach orchard,
where it renewed its fire, giving time for the removal of a battery which had been
established there.

Arrived at the cemetery, our lines, with those of the Eleventh
Corps, were reformed under the direction of Major-General Howard.
Our batteries were placed 'upon the summit of the hill, the Rirst

' Cor(fs having been directed to occupy the ground to the west of the

road, thé Eleventh Corps being on its right. A portion of the troops
was placed behind the Eill in reserve.

Major-General Hancock now rode up, and informed me he had been
placed in command of both corps. He at once directed me to send a
force to support a battery which had been established on a lower
range of hills, some 100 yards to the east of our position, protecting
our flank in that direction. I complied with the order, and sent the
remainder of Wadsworth’s division there. Immediately afterward
orders came from Major-General Howard, who ranked Hancock, to
send the troops in another direction. This occasioned at the time
some little delay and confusion. No very serious demonstrations*
were made against our new position, and the hours passed away until
sundown in comparative quiet.

The operations of the day were of necessity accompanied by severe
losses in killed, wounded, and missing, on account of the great dis-
parity in numbers and the prolonged nature of the contest. This
preliminary battle, however, had the most important bearing on the
results of the next two days, as it enabled the whole army to come u
and re-enforce the admirable position to which we had retreated.
Had we retired earlier in the day, without co-operation with the other’
parts of the army, the enemy by a vigorous pursuit might have pene-
trated between the corps of Sickles and Slocum, and have either
crushed them in detail or flung them off in eccentric directions. The
whole retreat from the commencement was most creditable to the
troops engaged. There was no hurry and no confusion, but the regi-
ments fell back calmly, turning from time to time to check the ene-
my’s advance by volleys of musketry, and again retreating. From
the admixture of so many different regiments at the seminary, it be-
came impossible to reorganize them in good order without a delay
which would have exposed the men to certain destruction. I saw,
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however, no running or undue haste. All the troops passed tran- |
quilly on, although the enemy was firing into them from the side |
streets, and all reformed promptly on their arrival at Cemetery Hill,

and in & very short time were again ready for service. The Sixth

Wisconsin marched through the streets in a body, stopping from time

to time to return the fireof the enemy, and giving hearty cheers for

the good old cause and the Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers.

I have said the losses were exceedingly heavy. More than half of
those who went into the battle were ki%led or wounded. In the Sec-
ond Wisconsin, 69 came back out of 302 ; in the Nineteenth Indiana,
w8 returned out of 288 ; the One hyndred and fiftieth Pennsylvania
Volunteers, Colonel Wister’s regiment,.out of about 400 men. and 17
officers, lost, in killed, wounded, and missing, 16 officers and about
316 men ; the One hundred and and forty-ninth Pennsylvania Vol-
unteers lost in the same proportion. '

That portion of the Eleventh Corps posted be ond the almshouse
had fought with great obstinacy until its right ank was turned b
Early’s division, and further resistance had become hopeless. It
then fell back to the town, and choked up the main street at the very
time Paul’s brigade was attempting to pass. This resulted in heavy
loss to the brigade.

It gives me great pleasure to state that my division commanders
used unwearied efforts to hold the portions of the line assigned-

them. General Robinson guarded the right flank with great cour-

age and skill when it was left exposed toward the close of the day.
General Wadsworth’s division opened the combat, and defended the
center of the line to the very last, while General Rowley held the
left wing under the most adverse circumstances, and, with a portion
of Wadsworth’s men, covered the retreat of the main body by suc-
cessive échelons of resistance.

I concur with the division commanders in their estimate of the’
good conduct and valuable services of the following-named officers
and men. .

General Wadsworth says of the First Division :

The officers of my staff and of my command performed their whole duty without
an exception. Under these circumstances, I cannot particularly commend any of
them without doing injustice to others equally meritorious.

General Cutler, commanding the Second Brigade, First Division,
whose coolness and self-possession were remarkable, and who had
two horses shot under him, says :

Colonel Hofmann, Fifty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers; Major Harney, One hun-
dred and forty-seventh New York Volunteers; Major Pye, Ninety-fifth New York
Volunteers, and Captain Cook, Seventy-sixth New York Volunteers, deserve special
mention for gallantry and coolness. Colonel Fowler, Fourteenth Brooklyn, for
charging the enemy at the railroad cut, in connection with the Ninety-fifth New

| York and Sixth Wisconsin, by which the One hundred and forty-seventh New York

was relieved from its perilous position. Major Grover, commanding the Seventy-
sixth New York Volunteers, a brave and efficient officer, was killed early in the ac-
tion of the 1st instant, and the command devolved upon Capt.John E. Cook, and
most ably and faithfully did he perform his duty. Lieutenant-Colonel Miller, com-
manding the One hundred and forty-seventh New York Volunteers, was severely
wounded at the head of his regiment on the 1st instant. Colonel Biddle, Ninety-
fifth New York, was wounded in the breast. Major Harney, of the One hundred
and forty-seventh New York Volunteers, and Major Pye, of the Ninety-fiftth New
York, on assuming command of their respective regiments, did all that brave men
and good soldiers could do, and deserve well for their services. Sergt. Henry H.
Hubbard, Company C, One hundred and forty-seventh New York, was in command
of the provost-guard of the brigade on the morping of the 1st instant, He formed
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the guard, consisting of 18 men, on the right of the Seventy-sixth New York, and
fought until the battle was over, losing 12 of hismen. He deserves promotion. The
color-sergeant of the One hundred and forty-seventh New York was killed, and the
colors were caught by Sergt. William A. Wybourn, of Company I, One hundred
and forty-seventh New York, and brought off the battle-field by him, notwithstand-
ing he was himself severely wounded. :

In closing, I begleave to acknowledge my great obligations to Capt. J. A. Kellogg,
acting assistant adjutant-general; Capt. William Bloodgood, acting aide; Lieut. S.
‘W. Woodrow, of the Ninety-fifth New York, and Lieut. T. W. Miller, volunteer aide
on my staff. These officers all acted with the most perfect coolness and bravery
throughout the whole action. Every one of my staff and orderlies were dismounted
by having their horses shot; Lieutenant Miller and Captain Bloodgood twice each,
and Lieutenant Woodrow three times. .

The report of General Meredith, commanding the First Brigade,
First Division, has not been received, he having sustained severe in-
ternal injuries by the falling of his wounded horse. Copies of sev-
eral of the regimental reports, however, having been laid before me,
I take pleasure in calling attention to the following-named officers
- and men mentioned by regimental commanders: '

The Seventh Wisconsin Volunteers was commanded by Col. W. W
Robinson, whose conduct was everything that could be desired. He
speaks of Lieutenant-Colonel Callis, who was wounded, and of Major

innicum; also of Sergt. Daniel McDermott, color-bearer, who had
his flag-staff shattered by canister shot during the retreat, and who
was himself severely wounded. While in this condition, he was
placed upon a caisson, and rode off waving his tattered flag in defi-
ance of the enemy.

No report has been obtained from the commanding officer of the
Twenty-fourth Michigan or Second Wisconsin Regiments, excepting
a brief statement from Lieutenant-Colonel Mansfield, of the latter
regiment, giving the number of killed, wounded, and missing.

In the Nineteenth Indiana, Private James Stickley, of Company C,
deserves special mention for refusing to leave the field when badly
wounded. He was killed late in the action. Lieutenant Jones, of
Company B, and Lieutenant East, of Company C, fell while cheering
on their men. Sergeants [James] Ferguson and [ Andrew]| Beshears,
of Company H; [Thomas| Winset and [Thomas J.] Daugherty, of
Company K ; [Thomas K.] Michener, of Company E, and [Allen
‘W.] Ogborn, of Company B, were among the killed who are worthy
of special notice. The active and fearless Lieutenant-Colonel Dudley
lost a leg; Major Lindley, always cool and courageous, was wounded
in the hand; (g‘aptains Holloway, Ives, and Shafer, and Lieutenants
Wilson, Schlagle, Campbell, Witemyre, Macy, Branson, Patrick,
Gisse, and Nash were also wounded while doing all that men could
do to insure success. The two last-mentioned officers refused to leave
the field. Captains Hart, Makepeace, and Greene, and Lieutenant
Richardson, fell into the enemy’s hands. This regiment was com-
manded by Col. Samuel .J. Williams, and to his promptness, courage,
and skill 1t is in a great measure indebted for increasing the high
reputation it already enjoyed.

n the Sixth Wisconsin, Adjt. Edward P. Brooks is mentioned for
greatly aiding the successful capture of the two regiments in the
railroad cut, by throwing a body of men into the cut so as to enfilade
the rebel line. Corpl. ¥. Asbury Waller, of Company I, captured
the eolors of the Second Mississippi previous to the surrender of that
Ife%iment. Major Hauser was particularly brave and-efficient. Capt.
John Ticknor and Lieut. Orrin D. Chapman, who were killed in the
charge, were a great loss to the service. Capt. Rollin P, Converse



CHAP. XXXIX.] THE GETTYSBURG CAMPAIGN. 2565

and Lieut. Charles P. Hyatt, of Company B, and Lieutenant Gol-
termann, of Company F, were also among the highly distinguished.
The commander of the regiment, Lieut. Col. R. R. Dawes, proved
himself to be one of the ablest officers on the field.

General Robinson, commanding the Second Division, thus com-
mends the officers and men of his command:

The instances of distinguished gallantry are too numerous to be embodied in this
report, and I leave it to the brigade and regimental commanders to do justice to
those under their immediate commands. When all did so well it is difficult to dis-
criminate. As, however, they came under my personal observation, I cheerfully
indorse the remarks of General Baxter in commendation of Colonel Coulter, Eleventh
Pennsylvania Volunteers; Colonel Wheelock, Ninety-seventh New York; Colonel
Lyle, Ninetieth Pennsylvania; Colonel Bates and Lieutenant-Colonel Allen, Twelfth
Massachusetts; Lieutenant-Colonel Moesch, Eighty-third New York, and Major
Foust, Eighty-eighth Pennsylvania. After the fall of General Paul, the command
of the First Brigade devolved successively upon Colonel Leonard, Thirteenth Massa-
chusetts, Colonel Root, Ninety-fourth New York, and Colonel Coulter, Eleventh
Pennsylvania, all of whom were wounded while exercising command. My thanks
are due to Brigadier-Generals Paul and Baxter for the able and zealous manner in
which they handled their brigades. The officers of my staff were actively engaged
during the whole of the three days’ engagements. Lieutenant Morgan, acting assist-
ant adjutant-general, Lieutenant Hallock, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenants Bratton
and Mead, acting aides, were at all times distinguished for their gallantry and good
conduct. Captain Hovey, acting assistant inspector-general, was wounded and
taken from the field early in the day. Lieutenant Smith, ordnance officer, was
diligent in the performance of his duty. It affords me pleasure to call special at-
tention to the gallant conduct of one of my orderlies, Sergt: Ebenezer S. Johnson,
First Maine Cavalry, whose chevrons should be exchanged for the epaulette. When
we make officers of such men, the soldier receives his true reward and the service
great benefit.

General Rowley, commanding the Third Division, says:

I take pleasure in calling to the notice of the commanding general, Col. Chapman
Biddle, commanding the First Brigade, and Colonel Dana, commanding the Second
Brigade, and also the following officers, recommended by brigade commanders:
. Colonel Gates, Twentieth New York State Militia; Lieutenant-Colonel McFarland,
One hundred and fifty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers (severely wounded); Lieuten-
ant-Colonel McCalmont and Major Biddle, One hundred and forty-second Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers; Major Musser, One hundred and forty-third Pennsylvania Vol-
unteers; Lieutenant-Colonel Dwight and Captains Irvin and Glenn, One hundred
and forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Colonel Wister, Lieutenant-Colonel
Huidekoper, Major Chamberlain, and Adjutant Ashurst, One hundred and fiftieth
Pennsylvania Volunteers, as being distinguished for bravery. The members of the
brigade staff are likewise favorably noticed. I would also call to the notice of the
commanding general, Lieut. William L. Wilson (slightly wounded), acting assistant
adjutant-general; Captain Flagg (killed July 8), acting assistant inspector-general,
and Lieutenant Moore, One hundred and forty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers, aide-
de-camp—all acting on my staff July 1—for gallant conduct. The death of Colonel
Cummins, One hundred and forty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers, a brave and
efficient officer, has occasioned feelings of regret throughout the command.

My thanks are specially due to a citizen of Gettysburgnamed John
Burns, who, although over seventy years of age, shouldered his
musket, and offered his services to Colonel Wister, One hundred and
fiftieth Pennsylvania Volunteers. Colonel Wister advised him to
fight in the woods, as there was more shelter there, but he preferred
to join our line of skirmishers in the open fields. When the troops
retired, he fought with the Iron Brigade. He was wounded in three
places. Private Dennis Buckley, of Company H, Sixth Michigan
Cavalry, having had his horse shot under him, also joined the One
hundred and fiftieth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and fought through-
out the day. Shortly after he came up, a shell from a rebel battery
exploded in the midst of Company C, killing 2 men and dangerously
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wounding 3 others. Buckley joined this company, saying, ‘ This is
the company for me,” and remained throughout the entire engage-
ment, doing excellent service with hiscarbine. He escaped unhurt.

General Rowley himself displayed great bravery. He was several
times struck by spent shot and pieces of shell, and on the third day
his horse was killed by a cannon-shot while he was holding him by
the bridle and conversing with me.

Colonel Wainwright, chief of artillery, mentions in terms of com-
mendation Captain Reynolds, whose heroism was conspicuous; Cap-
tain Tidball, é)apta,in ooper, Captain Stevens, the oft-distinguished
Lieutenant Stewart, Lieutenant Davison, Lieutenant Breck. Lieu-
tenant Wilbur’s gallantry is also the $ubject of much praise.

In conclusion, 1 desire to speak of the officers of my own staff.
Colonel Wainwright, chief of artillery, was unremitting in the dis-
charge of his duties; Lieutenant-Colonel [Henry C.] Bankhead, in-
spector-general, rendered most valuable services in carrying orders "
and reconnoitering the enemy’s movements; Surgeons Heard and
[Thomas H.] Bache refused to ieave our wounded, and remained with
them as prisoners at Gettysburg until the retreat of the enemy re-
leased and restored them to duty. Lieutenant-Colonel [Charles E.]
Livingston, acting assistant inspector-general; Captain [ Edward C.]
Baird, assistant adjutant-general; Captain [Eminel P.] Halstead,
assistant adjutant-general; Lieutenants [Henry T.] Lee and [Benja-
min T.] Marten, aides-de-camp; Lieutenant [Harry C.] Egbert, com-
missary of musters; Lieutenant [Frank H.] Cowdrey, assistant com-
missary of musters; Lieutenant [ Harrison]| Lambdin, acting aide-de-
camp, all distinguished on other fields of battle, were equally distin-
guished on the present occasion. Lieutenant [Meredith L.] Jones,
acting aide-de-camp, behaved with great coolness and courage. Lieu-
tenant [Jacob F.] Is)lagle, acting judge-advocate-general, was active
in carrying orders to exposed parts of the field.

General Wadsworth has furnished me the following list of his .
staff, all of whom were distinguished for intrepidity and intelligent
action : Lieutenant-Colonel HJ ohn A.] Kress, assistant inspector-
general ; Major [Clinton H.] Meneely, aide-de-camp ; Lieutenant
[Earl M.] Rogers, provost-marshal; Lieutenant [Edward | Carrington,
aide-de-camp; Captain [Charles H.] Ford, acting aide-de-camp; Cap-
tain [Timothy E.] Ellsworth, aide-de-camp, and Captain [Charles]
McClure, commissary of subsistence.

Colonel [John G.] Stephenson, Librarian of Congress, acted as
volunteer aide to General Meredith. He exposed himself freely on
all occasions, and rendered many valuable services.

I am much indebted, too, to Major [William] Riddle and Captains
[Craig W.] Wadsworth and [Robert W.] Mitchell (General Rey-
nolds’ aides), who kindly volunteered their services and were of great
assistance; Captain [ William H.] Wilcox, aide-de-camp, also brought
me some orders from General Howard, and rendered himself useful;
Captain Taylor, commanding General Reynolds’ escort, also reported
to me, and was well employed in various duties, particularly in
driving back stragglers at the close of the day.

Lieutenant-Colonel [James J.] Dana, assistant quartermaster, and
Lieutenant-Colonel [James M.] Sanderson, commissary of subsist-
ence, deserve mention for services rendered in their respective de-
partments.

Colonel Fairchild, Second Wisconsin, who lost an arm, is univer.
ally spoken of in the highest terms, ’
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Colonel Morrow, Twenty-fourth Michigan, who was wounded
while bringing off a regimental flag he had saved, fell into the hands
of the enemy, but escaped afterward when they retreated from Get-
tysburg. Colonel Morrow had some interesting conversations with
General Ewell, of the rebel army, in relation to the battle and its
incidents, and I obtained a statement from him on this subject, show-
ing how the fight was regarded from a rebel point of view, and the
unwilling admiration it excited.*

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. DOUBLEDAY,
Magjor-General of Volunteers.

Brig. Gen. S. WiLLIAMS,
Asst. Adjutant-General, H(liqrs. Army of the Potomac.

JANUARY 2, 1864.
Major-General DOUBLEDAY,
Washington :

In answer to your letter of the 30th ultimo to Major-General Meade,
Tam instructeg by him to say that he has no objection, provided the
War Department consent thereto, to the publication of the report
heretofore presented by you of the operations of your command at.
Gettysburg, which accompanied the commanding general’s report of
that battle, and is now among the records of the Adjutant-General’s
office. But the commanding general declines sanctioning the publi-
cation of the more detailed report you state you have prepared until
he shall have had an opportunity of examining it, ang he considers
that if you have a report designed to take the place of that formerly
rendered by you, the same should be transmifted to him, to be for-
warded to the War Department, with such observations, if any, as he
may desire to offer in connection with it.

Very respectfully, &ec.,
A. A. HUMPHREYS.
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
January 5, 1864.
Major-General DOUBLEDAY,
Washington :

I am directed bﬁ Major-General Meade to inform you that your
revised report of the part taken by your command at the battle of
Gettysburg has been transmitted to the Adjutant-General of the
Army, with the request that it be substituted for the report hereto-
fore rendered by you. '

I am instructed to add that the commanding general has no objec-
tion to the publication of your revised report, if the same be sanc-
tioned by the War Department. :

Very respectfully, &ec.,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

* See Colonel Morrow’s report, p. 272.
17 R R—VOL XXVII, PT I
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NEW YORK, September 19, 1863.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, on the evening of July
1, I resumed command of the Third Division of the First Corps, con-
sisting of Rowley’s and Dana’s brigades. A third brigade of Ver-
mont troops, under General Stannard, also reported to me about
twilight of the same day. It consisted of the Twelfth, Thirteenth,
Fourteenth, Fifteenth, and Sixteenth Regiments. The Twelfth and
Fifteenth had been directed to act as a guard to the wagon train.
The Fifteenth came up the next morning, but was again ordered back
for the same purpose. The remaining regiments, having marched
with General Sickles’ troops through some mistake, were placed in
the same line with them on the night of the 1st. They joined me the
next morning, and were posted with my other brigades principally
in reserve behind the western part of Cemetery Hill, to assist in the
defense of that important position.

On the 2d, the left wing of the Thirteenth Vermont Regiment,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Munson, was ordered forward to support
a battery, and a company of the Sixteenth Vermont was sent out as -
a support to the skirmishers in front.

Toward twilight on the evening of the 2d, I received orders from
the corps commander to form my men at once, and go to the assistance
of Hancock’s corps, which had been driven in by a desperate charge
of the enemy. I marched my command as rapidly as possible to the
place indicated, which was about a quarter of a mile west of the cem-
etery, and formed them on several lines by regiments for a charge: It
was now discovered that the enemy had retired, and we were ordered
to halt. My advance, however, consisting of five companies of the
Thirteenth Vermont, under Colonel Randall, met Major-General
Hancock, and asked permission of him to keep on and eadeavor to
rescue the guns of a regular battery, which had just been captured.
The request was granted. Colonel Randall charged the retreating
enemy in handsome style, retook the four guns that had just been
lost, and also took two rebel guns, making six in all.

My division bivouacked for the night on the ground occupied by
us. The Sixteenth Vermont, under Colonel Veazey, was thrown out
to the front on picket. The Vermonters, with the Twentieth New
York and One hundred and fifty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, held
the front line during the remainder of the action, and the troops of
Rowley’s and Dana’s brigades, with the exceptions I have named,
held the second and third lines.

About 2 p. m. a terrific artillery fire opened on us from more than
100 guns. The firing was accurate and incessant, and lasted for sev-
eral hours, blowing up caissons from time to time, and sweeping away
artillery and staff horses, as well as men, in every direction. I told
the brigade commanders to shelter men and officers as much as pos-
sible, and, when the fire slackened, to be prepared to spring to their
feet and meet the enemy with the bayonet, if necessary.

Toward 5 o’clock I received notice from General Hancock and others
that the final charge of the enemy had commenced. Shortly after-
ward several batteries and divisions from other corps reported to me
asre-enforcements. I posted them, with the approbation of the corps
commander, along the crest, at the points most threatened by tﬁe
enemy’s advance.

With reference to this period of the action, I desire to quote the re-
ports of General Stannard and Colonel Gates, of the Twentieth New
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York, the parties who were most actively engaged in my own divis-
ion in repelling the charge.
General Stannard says:

The front line thus established was held by my brigade for twenty-six hours. At
about 4 o’clock on the morning of the 3d, the enemy commenced a vigorowus artillery
attack, which continued for a short time, upon my position. During its continuance
I moved the Fourteenth, under command of Colonel Nichols, to the front of the
main line about 75 yards, which was done at double-quick in good order. I then,
with permission from my immediate commander, selected a position to occupy, if
attacked with infantry, some distance in front of the main line.

At about 2 p. m. the enemy again commenced a vigorous attack upon my posi-
tion. After subjecting us for an hour and a half to the severest cannonade of the
whole battle, from 100 guns or more, the enemy charged with a heavy column of
infantry, at least one division in close column by regiments. The charge was aimed
directly upon my command, but, owing apparently to the firm front shown them, the
enemy diverged midway, and came upon the line upon my right. But they did not
thus escape the warm reception prepared for them by the Vermonters. During this
charge, the enemy suffered from the fire of the Thirteenth and Fourteenth, the range
being short. Atthe commencement of the attack, I called in the Sixteenth Regiment
from the skirmish line, and placed it in close column by division in my immediate
rear. As soon as the change in the point of attack became evident, I ordered a flank
attack upon the enemy’s column. Forming in the open meadow in front of our
lines, the Thirteenth changed front forward on the first company; the Sixteenth,
after deploying, performed the same, and formed on the left of the Thirteenth, at
right angles to the main line of our army, bringing them in line of battle upon the
flank of the charging divisions of the enemy, and opened a destructivé fire at short
range, which the enemy sustained but a very few moments before the larger portion
of them surrendered and marched in—not as conquerors, but as captives. I then
ordered the two regiments into their former position. The order was not filled when
I saw another rebel column charging immediately upon our left. Colonel Veazey,
of the Sixteenth, was at once ordered to attack it in its turn upon the flank. This
was done as successfully as before. The rebel forces, already decimated by the fire
of the Fourteenth Regiment, Colonel Nichols commanding, were scooped almost en
masse into our lines. The Sixteenth in this charge took the regimental colors of the
Second Florida and Eighth Virginia Regiments, and the battle-flag of another rebel
regiment. The Sixteenth was supported in this new and advanced position by four
companies of the Fourteenth, under conmmand of Lieutenant-Colonel Rose.

* * * * * * *

The movements I have briefly described were executed in the open field under a
very heavy fire of shell, grape, and musketry, and they were performed with the
promptness and precision of battalion drill. They ended the contest in the center
and substantially closed the battle. Officers and men behaved like veterans, al-
though it was for most of them their first battle.

To this splendid record I have nothing to add.
Colonel Gates, <f the Twentieth New York Volunteers, says:

At 12.30 p. m. on the 3d, the enemy opened a furious cannonade upon our left
«center, which continued about two hotrs. At the end of that time his infantry ad-
vanced in two lines upon my position. When his first line received our fire, he
faced to his left, and moved in the new direction until nearly opposite the hill on
our left center, when he faced to the right, and moved rapidly in line of battle to-
ward the hill. The second line followed the movements of the first. Perceiving
that his intention was to get possession of the hill and the batteries upon it, which
would have cut our line and greatly endangered our army, I moved my two regi-
ments by the right flank quickly up to the hillside, which he had already com-
menced ascending. Here some very sharp fighting took place. The enemy had got
possession of the fence at the foot of the hill and of the slashing on the hillside
«caused by felling trees to clear the range for our guns. The fighting was now at
-quarter pistol range, and the fence and fallen trees gave the enemy considerable
protection. I therefore ordered my men forward, and they sprang through and
-over the slashing and up to the fence, the enemy generally dropping their arms and
surrendering themselves. Very few of the force that advanced to this attack got
back to their own lines again. A great many prisoners were taken, whom I sent
to the provost-marshal without guard or escort, as I had no men to spare.
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I think these extracts show that it is to General Stannard and
Colonel Gates the country is mainly indebted for the repulse of the
enemy’s charge and the final victory of July 3.

Theé troops in the second and third lines also deserve special com-
mendation, as they were equally exposed to the enemy’s missiles.
Although the artillery fire was very severe, I did not see a man
desert his post.

‘After the retreat of the enemy, we remained where we were, and
bivouacked upon the field. The Vermont regiment, on picket, was
relieved, through the kindness of General Birney, by a division of
the Third Corps.

On the 4th, my troops still retained the same position on the field
of battle.

On the 5th, they retired a few hundred yards to obtain a more
pleasant encampment.

On the 6th, they remained in the same place.

On the 7th, I left very early under orders for Washington.

Among the circumstances worthy of mention which occurred on the
third day was the death of the rebel General Barksdale. He was
brought into my lines by my acting assistant inspector-general, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel [C. E.] Livingston. His dying speech and last mes-
sages for his family, together with the valuables about his person,
were intrusted by him to Lieutenant-Colonel Livingston.

I have already mentioned my staff in my report of the operations
of the corps on the 1st. They did their whole duty without exception.
Several had their horses shot. Lieutenant Cowdrey, assistant com-
missary of musters, was wounded.

I was myself struck toward the close of the day by a piece of shell,
but was not seriously injured. .

Dr. [George M.] Ramsay, chief surgeon of the division, is entitled
to my thanks for his valuable seryices. Captain [Chandler] Hall,
assistant quartermaster; Captain [John D.] Adair, commissary of
subsistence; Lieutenant [Charles T.] Shaw, ordnance officer, and
Lieutenant [George R.] Snowden, of the ambulance corps, were all
zealous and efficient in the discharge of their duties.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. DOUBLEDAY,
Major-General of Voluniteers.
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Headquarters Army of the Potomac.

No. 30.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John Newton, U. S. Army, commanding ‘
First Army Corps.,

HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY CORPS,
September 30, 1863.

GENERAL : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of this corps at the battle of Gettysburg and subsequently,
until its arrival at Warrenton Junction :

July 1.—The operations of this day are fully set forth in Maj.
Gen. Abner Doubleday’s report, who comman ed the corps in the
bloody and important battle which inaugurated the three days’ fight-
ing at Gettysburg.



The War of the Rebellion : a compilation of the official records of the Union
and Confederate armies. / Pub. under the direction of the ... Secretary of
Har

United States.
Washington : Gowvernment Printing Office, 1880-1901.

Find this Book Online: https://hdl.handle.net/2027/c00.31924077699761

Digitized by Original from

CORNELL UNIVERSITY CORNELL UNIVERSITY

athi
rust

Public Domain

We have determined this work to be in the public domain, meaning that it is
not subject to copyright. Users are free to copy, use, and redistribute the work
in part or in whole. It is possible that current copyright holders, heirs or the estate
of the authors of individual portions of the work, such as illustrations or photographs,
assert copyrights over these portions. Depending on the nature of subsequent
use that is made, additional rights may need to be obtained independently of
anything we can address.

Generated through HathiTrust on 2026-04-19 13:21 GMT


https://www.hathitrust.org/the-collection/search-access/access-use-policy/#pd
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/coo.31924077699761

354 . N. C, VA., W. VA, MD., PA., ETC. [CraP. XXXIX.

probably many of the 26 may prove to have been killed, or severely
wounded, and cared for in some private house.
] FRANCIS V. RANDALL,
Colonel Thirteenth Regiment Vermont Volunteers.

Major-General NEWTON,
Commanding First Army Corps.

No. 71.

Report of Col. Charles S. Wainwright, First New York Light
Artillery, commanding Artillery Brigade, First Army Corps.

HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY BRIGADE, FIrsT CORPS,
July 17, 1863.

GENERAL . I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part taken by my command in the battle of Gettysburg on the 1st,
2d, and 3d instant:

On the night of June 30, the main body of the command lay about
9 miles from Emmitsburg, while the Second Maine Battery, Captain
Hall, was in position a couple of miles farther on, commanding the
bridge on the Gettysburg turnpike over Marsh Creek, having been
ordered to report to Brigadier-General Wadsworth, commanding the
advance division.

About 8 o’clock on the morning of the 1st, we received orders to
march to Gettysburg, no intimation, however, being given that we
were likely to fall in with the enemy near that place, which had
been occupied by our cavalry twenty-four hours before.

The corps marched in the following order : First Division, General
‘Wadsworth, Hall’s battery ; Third Division, General Rowley, Artil-
lery Brigade; Second Division, General Robinson; Major-Gteneral
Doubleday temporarily in command of the corps. About 4 miles
this side of Gettysburg, the Third Division took a by-road to the
left, Captain Cooper’s battery of four 3-inch guns following them.

The first intimation I received of the proximity of the enemy was
_ the sound of firing when we arrived within some 2 miles of Gettys-
burg and at about 10.30 a. m. I immediately joined General Double-
day, and by his order moved the three batteries remaining with me
across the fields toward the seminary or college. On our arrival at this
point, we learned that a portion of the advance division had been
engaged with the enemy and had been drawn in; also the death of
our commanding officer, Maj. Gen. J. F. Reynolds. Captain Hall’s
battery (Second Maine) had been in action at this point. Having
seen nothing of it myself, I insert his own report, as follows :

My battery was ordered into position by General Reynolds on the right of the
Cashtown road, some 400 yards beyond Seminary Hill, on the south and west of the
town. The enemy had previously opened a battery of six guns directly in our front,
at 1,300 yards distance, which they concentrated upon me as I went into position,
but with very little effect.

‘We opened upon this battery with shot and shell at 10.45 a. m., our first six shots
' causing the enemy to change position of two of his guns and place them under
cover behind a barn. In twenty-five minutes from the time we opened fire, a column
of the enemy’s infantry charged up a ravine on our right flank, within 60 yards of
my right piece, when they commenced shooting down my horses and wounding my

men. I ordered the right and center sections to open upon this column with can-
ister, and kept the left firing upon the enemy’s artillery. This canister fire was
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y Very effective. and broke the charge of the enemy, when, just at this moment, to my

' surprise, I saw my support falling back without any orders having been given me
to retire. Feeling that if the position was too advanced for infantry it was equally
so for artillery, I ordered the battery to retire by sections, although having no order
to do so.  The support falling back rapidly, the right section of the battery, which
T ordered to take position some 75 yards to the rear, to cover the retiring of the
other four pieces, was charged upon by the enemy’s skirmishers and 4 of the horses
from one of the guns shot. The men of the section dragged this gun off by hand.
As the last piece of the battery was comi_n% away, all its horses were shot, and I was
about to return for it myself when General Wadsworth gave me a peremptory order
to lose no time, but get my battery in position near the town, on the heights, to cover
the retiring of the troops. I sent a sergeant with 5 men after the piece, all of whom
were wounded or taken prisoners.

I had got near to the position Ihad been ordered to take, when I received another
order from General Wadsworth to bring my guns immediately back; the officer
bringing the order saying he would show me the road to take, which was the rail-
road grading leading out from town, which was swept at the time by two of the
enemy’s guns from the hills beyond, through the excavations at Seminary Hill.
Having gotten on to this road, from its construction I could not turn from it on
either side, and was obliged to advance 1,200 yards under this raking fire. Arriving
at Seminary Hill, I found no one to show me the position I was to occupy, and
placed my battery in park under cover of the hill, and went forward to see where
to take position, when I again met an aide of General Wadsworth, who ordered me
to go to the right along the woods, pass over the crest and over a ravine, and there
take position.  Obeying this order, I moved toward the right until met by an orderly,
‘who informed me I was going directly into the enemy’s lines, which were advanc-
ing from this direction. I halted my command, and rode forwar !, but before
reaching the described position was fired upon by the enemy’s skirmishers. I then
countermarched my battery, and moved to near the seminary.

Gettysburg Seminary is situated on a ridge about a quarter of a
/_mile from the town, the ridge running nearly north and south and
‘\ parallel with the Emmitsburg pike. It is crossed by the Cashtown
turnpike about 100 yards north of the seminary, and cut through b
the railroad some 40 yards farther on. The west front of the semi-
nary is shaded by a grove of large trees, and the whole top of the
ridge on both sides is more or less crowned with open woods through
Xits entire length. Beyond this ridge the ground falls gradually to
the west, and rises again into a parallel‘rif e at a distance of about
400 yards. This second ridge is wider and smoother than that on
¥ which the seminary stands, but ends about 200 yards north of where
the Cashtown pike crosses it.
~On the south side of this point is a house and large barn, with an
apple orchard and some 5 acres of wood to the south of it; the rest
of the ridge is cleared. It was around this house and wood that the
first skirmish, in which General Reynolds fell, took place.

Having massed the batteries immediately in rear of the first ridge,
I rode forward to examine the ground in front, and was met by a
member of General Doubleday’s staff, with an order to post a bat-
tery on the outer ridge, if possible. Directing Captain Reynolds to

Y move his battery of six 3-inch guns forward, I Tode up on to the

- ridge, but finding that the battery would be exposed and totally with-
out support, I withdrew it before it reached the crest. Soon after-
ward the Third Division, with Cooper’s battery, arrived and took
position along the open part of the crest, the battery being posted in
an oat-field some 350 yards south of the Cashtown road.

One brigade of the First Division had meantime reoccupied the
wood where the first engagement took place, and Geeneral Wadsworth
sent to ask for a battery, but as there was no infantry to protect its
Tight flank, and Captain Hall had greviously come so near to losing
his battery in the same position, I did not consider it safe to place a
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battery in that position until our Second Division; which was just
arriving, had taken position and I had examined the ground on the
flank, the enemy being quiet at this time. :

Finding General Robinson’s division and the Second Brigade of
the First Division occupying a wood on the west slope of Seminary
Ridge north of the railroad, and the Eleventh Corps eoming into

osition across the flat at right angles to our front, I returned to the
I()Jashtovvn road, and directed Lieutenant Stewart to report to General
Robinson with his battery, which had previously been posted some
200 yards south of the seminary, but not engaged.

Meantime General Wadsworth had ordered Captain Tidball’s horse
battery into position on the right of his First Brigade, where Cap-
tain Hall’s battery had been, and it had just commenced a sharp en-
gagement with the enemy’s battery directly in front. ~As soon as pos-
sible, I moved Reynolds’ battery up to relieve Tidball’s, but it had not
fairly gotten into position before the enemy opened a severe fire from
a second battery immediately on our right. By this cross-fire both
batteries were obliged to withdraw, Reynolds taking position again
at right angles to the ridge, so that his left was covered by the woods.
While removing his battery, Captain Reynolds received a severe
wound in the right eye, but refused for some time to leave the field.
The enemy’s battery soon after ceased firing. Receiving another re-
quest from General Wadsworth for some guns on his front, I posted
Lieutenant Wilber, with a section of Company L, First New York,
in the orchard on the south side of the Cashtown road, where he was
sheltered from the fire of the enemy’s battery on his right flank by
the intervening house and barn, and moved the remaining four pieces
around to the south side of the wood on the open crest.

Having heard incidentally some directions iiven to General Double-
day about holding Cemetery Hill, and not nowing that there was
such a place, while the seminary was called indiscriminately cemetery
and seminary, I supposed the latter was meant. I therefore directed
Captain Cooper to take a good position in front of the professor’s
house on this ridge, and sent an order to Captain Stevens, of the
Fifth Maine Battery, to occupy the position first assigned to Lieuten-
ant Stewart. Soon after this, the enemy filed in two strong columns
out of the woods, about 500 yards to our front, and marched steadily
- down to our left until they outflanked us nearly a third of a mile.
They then formed in double line of battle, and came directly up the
crest. During this movement, Battery L opened on the columns, but
the firing of Lieutenant Breck’s four guns was much interfered with
by our own infantry moving in front of his pieces. As we had no
regular line of battle on this crest, and the enemy outnumbered us
five to one, I withdrew Lieutenant Breck’s two sections when their
first line was within about 200 yards, and ordered him behind a strong
stone wall on the seminary crest. ‘

Meantime General Doubleday had removed Captain Stevens’ bat-
tery to the right of Captain Cooper’s, and Lieutenant ‘Wilber’s section
falling back with its support came into position at the same point,
thus concentrating twelve guns in so small a space that they were
hardly 5 yards apart. Lieutenant Stewart’s battery was also in posi-
tion on the same line, half the battery between the Cashtown pike
and the railroad, the other half across the railroad in the corner of a
wood.

“The enemy’s lines continued to advance steadily across the space
between the two crests, but when the first line was within about 100
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ards of the seminary, Lieutenant Davison, commanding the left
ialf of Stewart’s battery, swung his guns around on the Cashtown

ike, so as to enfilade the whole line. This, with the fire of the other
%atteries, checked them for a moment at this point, but it was only
for a moment, as their second line did not halt, but pushed on,
strongly re-enforced by a third column deploying from the Cashtown
road. An order was now received by Captain Stevens from General
Wadsworth to withdraw his battery. Not knowing that he had re-
ceived such an order, end still under the false impression as to the
importance attached to holding Seminary Hill, I directed all the bat-
teries to remain in position. A few minutes, however, showed me
our infantry rapidly retreating to the town. All the batteries were
at once limbered to the rear, and moved at a walk down the Cashtown
pike until the infantry had all left it and passed under cover of the
railroad embankment. By this time the enemy’s skirmishers had
lapped our retreating columns and opened a severe fire from behind
a paling fence running parallel to and within 50 yards of the road.
The pike being clear, the batteries now broke into a trot, but it was
too late to save everything. Lieutenant Wilber’s (Battery L, First
New York) last piece had the off wheel-horse shot, and just as he had
disengaged it, 3 more of the horses were shot down and his own horse
killed, so that it was impossible for him to bring it off. It affords
me pleasure to say that not the slightest blame can be attributed to
Lieutenant Wilber in the loss of this gun.

Three caissons belonging to Battery B, Fourth U. 8. Artillery, also
broke down before we entered the town, and the bodies had to be
abandoned. Another caisson of the same battery was struck by a
. shell and destroyed. Four officers were struck while in position on
Seminary Hill, two of them severely wounded.

The loss of the batteries during the day’s engagement was heavy,
amounting in all to 83 officers and men and about 80 horses. A large
proportion of the last were hit while passing over the short open
space between Seminary Ridge and the town, the enemy having at
that time a fire upon us from three sides, and our infantry not
replying.

The batteries passed immediately through the town along with the
- other troops, anopl were placed in position again on reaching Cemetery
Hill along with séveral of the Eleventh Corps batteries, so as to com-
mand the town and the approach from the northwest in case the
enemy should attempt to follow us through the town.

At dusk, no attack having been made, the batteries on the hill out-
side the cemetery gate were posted as follows, and light earthworks
thrown up in front of each gun to protect the men from the fire of
the enemy’s sharpshooters: Four guns of Battery B, Fourth U. S.
Artillery, across the road so as to command the approaches from the
town (two guns of this battery had been disabled by loss of pointing
rings) along the north front of the hill; four guns of Battery I, First
New York Artillery (Captain Wiedrich’s, Eleventh Corps), on the
left; next Cooper’s battery, and then Reynolds’, giving thirteen 3-inch
guns on this front, some of which could also be turned to bear upon
the town and our old position of the morning. The Fifth Maine bat-
tery was posted to the right and some 50 yards in front of this line, on
a small knoll, from whence they could obtain an oblique fire upon
the hills in front of our line as well as a flanking fire at close quar-
ters upon any attacking columns. Captain Hall’s (Second Maine) re-
maining three guns (the others had been dismounted) were in posi-
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tion on the left of the cemetery—Dby order of Major-General Howard—
where he remained during the next day’s engagement, after which he
reported to General Tyler for repairs.

July 2.—During the morning several moving columns of the
enemy were shelled at intervals, but no engagements occurred until
about 4 p. m., when they planted a battery of four 20-pounders and
six 10-pounder Parrotts in a wheat-field on our immediate front, at
about 1,300 yards, and opened the most accurate fire I have ever yet
seen from their artillery. We replied with our thirteen 3-inch guns
with good effect. It was an hour and a half, however, before we
were able to compel them to withdraw, and then they hauled off
their two right pieces by hand. Twenty-eight dead horses were found
on the knol% occupied by this battery. A portion of the guns again
took position farther to the right, but were soon silenced, as we could
bring an additional number of pieces to bear on them there. Soon
after, Captain Cooper’s battery, which had suffered considerably, was
relieved by Captain Ricketts’ battery of six 3-inch guns.

About dusk they again opened from a knoll on our left and front,
distant 1,800 yards, which fire was followed by a strong attack upon
our position by General Rodes’ Louisiana [ ?] brigade. ~As their col-
umn filed out of the town they came under the fire of the Fifth Maine
Battery at about 800 yards. Wheeling into line, theﬁ swung around,
their right resting on the town, and pushed up the hill, which is
quite steep at this corner. As their line became fully unmasked, all
the guns which could be brought to bear were opened on them, at
first with shrapnel and afterward with canister, making a total of
fifteen guns in their front and six on their left flank. Their center
and left never mounted the hill at all, but their right worked its way
up under cover of the houses, and pushed completely through Wied-
rich’s battery into Ricketts’. The cannoneers of both these batteries
stood well to their guns, driving the enemy off with fence-rails and
stones and capturing a few prisoners. I believe it may be claimed
that this attack was almost entirely repelled by the artillery. My
surgeon, who was in the town and dressed many of their wounded
that night, tells me that they reported their loss in this attack as
very great. '

July 3.——There was no serious attack upon the position we held
during this day’s fight. The batteries fired occasional shots at bodies
of the enemy’s troopsin the distance during the morning, and joined
in the general artillery engagement in the afternoon. The fire of
the enemy’s batteries was noticed to be much less accurate than on
the previous day, owing, I think, in a measure to their keeping
their guns too much under cover of the hills on which they were

osted. :
P ‘With regard to the behavior of the batteries during this three
days’ fight, I have only to say that all the officers and men performed
their duty to my perfect satisfaction. I would mention the case of
a shell exploding immediately under one of Captain Cooper’s guns
in the heat of the second day’s engagement, killing or wounding all
the detachment around the gun, yet fire from that piece was reopened
before all the wounded men were removed. I do not know that 1
can mention any officer or man in the batteries as particularly promi-
nent above the others, but would respectfully call attention to First
Sergt. John Mitchell, of Battery B, Fourth U. S. Artillery, who took
command of the left half battery after Lieutenant Davison was
wounded, and showed himself as efficient as an officer during an en-
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gagement as I have noticed him to be in his drill and the general
routine of the battery.
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. S. WAINWRIGHT,
Col. First N. Y. Art., Comdg. Art. Brig., First Army Corps.

Brig. Gen. HENRY J. HUNT,
Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac.

No. 72.
Report of Capt. James A. Hall, Second Maine Battery.

NEArR BERLIN, MD.,
July 16, 1863.

CoLoNEL: I have the honor to submit the following as my report
of the %art taken by my battery at the battle of Gettysburg, on July
1, 2, and 3:

We were in camp on the morning of July 1, at Marsh Creek, 4 miles
from Gettysburg. At 9 a. m. marched, following the advance bri-
gade of the First Division, First Army Corps, to the battle-field, about
a half mile south and west of town, where we were ordered into posi-
tion by General Reynolds on the right of the Cashtown road, some
400 yards beyond Seminary Hill. The enemy had previously opened
a battery of six guns directly in our front at 1,300 yards distance,
which they concentrated upon me as I went into position, but with
very little effect.

We opened upon this battery with shot and shell at 10.45 a. m.,
our first six shots causing the enemy to change the position of two of
his guns and place them under cover behind a barn, In twenty-five
minutes from the time we opened fire, a column of the enemy’s in-
fantry charged up a ravine on our right flank within 60 yards of my
right” piece, when they commenced shooting down my horses and
wounding my men. I ordered the right and center sections to open
upon this column with canister, and kept the left firing upon the
enemy’s artillery. This canister fire was very effective, and broke the
-charge of the enemy, when, just at this moment, tomy surprise I saw
my support falling back without any order having been given me to
retire. Feeling that if the position was too advanced for infantry it
was equally so for artillery, I ordered the battery to retire by sec-
tions, although having no order to do so. _The support falling back
rapidly, the right section of the battery, which I or ered to take posi-
tion some 75 ﬁards to the rear, to cover the retiring of the other four

ieces, was charged upon by.the enemy’s skirmishers and 4 of the
orses from one of the guns shot. The men of the section dragged
this gun off by hand.

As the last piece of the battery was coming away, all its horses
were shot, and I was about to return for it myself, when General
Wadsworth gave me a peremptory order to lose no time, but get my
battery in position near the town, on the heights, to cover the retiring
of the troops.

I sent a sergeant with 5 men after the piece, all of whom were
wounded or taken prisoners. I had got near to the position I had been
ordered to take, when I received another order from General Wads-
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My officers and men did all that could be asked of brave men. Of
the enlisted men it is but just to mention Corporal [Patrick] Burns. of
Company D, acting color-bearer, who was wounded while gallantly
waving the flag in the face of the enemy on the evening of the 2d
instant. Private [George] Nolter, of Company D, was successful in
capturing a major of the rebel army on the morning of the 4th in-
stant. ,

Of the officers wounded, Lieutenant Gordon, Company B, has
since died. A list of names of the killed and wounded is herewit
submitted.* ’ M ~

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. HOFMANN,
Colonel, Comdg. Fifty-sizth Pennsylvania Volunteers.

Captain KELLOGG,
A. A. A. G-, 2d Brig., 1st Div., 1st Army Corps.

No. 43.

‘ Report of Brig. Gen. John C. Robinson, U. S. Army, commanding
v Second Division.

Hbp@rs. SEcoND DivisioN, FIRsT ARMY CORPS,
July 18, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of this division in the engagements of the 1st, 2d, and 3d in-
stant :

On the morning of Wednesday, the 1st, the division marched from
Emmitsburg, bringing up the rear of the column, and when about 3
miles from Gettysburg, hearing firing in front, it was pushed rapidly
forward, and, arriving on the field, was placed, by order of the major-
general commanding First Corps, in reserve, near the seminary.
Almost immediately after taking this position, I received notice that
the enemy was advancing a heavy column of infantry on the right
of our line of battle, when I sent the Second Brigade, under Briga-
dier-General Baxter, to meet it. Orders being received at this time
to hold the seminary, the First Brigade, under Brigadier-General
Paul, was set at Worl}; to intrench the ridge on which it is situated.
I then rode to the right of the line, to superintend the operations
there. On my arrival, I found my Second Brigade so placed as to
cover our right flank, but with too great an interval between it and
the line of the First Division. I at once directed General Baxter to
change front forward on his left battalion, and to close this interval,
toward which the enemy was making his way. By the time this
change was effected, the whole front of the brigade became hotly en-
gaged, but succeeded in repulsing the attack. Theenemy, however,
soon after brought up fresh forces in increased masses, when, find-
ing the position so seriously threatened, I sent for and brought up the
First Brigade, and placed part of it in the position first occupied by
Baxter’s brigade, and the remaining battalions as a support to his
second position. The enemy now made repeated attackson the di-
vision, in all of which he was handsomely repulsed, with the loss of
three flags and about 1,000 prisoners.

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 173
19 R R—VOL XXVII, PT 1
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In one of these attacks I was deprived of the services of the veteran
commander of the First Brigade; Brigadier-General Paul, who fell,
sevexéely wounded, while gallantly directing and encouraging his com-
mand. :

The division held this position on the right—receiving and repel-
ling the fierce attacks of a greatly superior force, not only in front,
but on the flank, and, when the enemy’s ranks were broken, charg-
ing upon him and capturing his colors and men—from about noon
until nearly 5 p. m., when I received orders to withdraw. These
orders not being received until all other troops (except Stewart’s
battery) had commenced moving to the rear, the division held its
ground until outflanked right and left, and retired fighting.

From the nature of the enemy’s attacks, frequent changes were
rendered necessary, and they were made promptly under a galling
fire. No soldiers ever fought better, or inflicted severer blows upon
the enemy. When out of ammunition, their boxes were replenished
from those of their killed and wounded comrades.

The instances of distinguished gallantry are too numerous to be
embodied in this report, and I leave it to the brigade and regimental
commanders to do Justice to those under their immediate command.
Where all did so well, it is difficult to discriminate. As, however,
they came under my personal observation, I cheerfully indorse the
remarks of General Baxter in commendation of Colonel Coulter,
Eleventh Pennsylvania; Colonel Wheelock, Ninety-seventh New
York ; Colonel Lyle, Ninetieth Pennsylvania; Colonel Bates and
Lieutenant-Colonel Allen, Twelfth Massachusetts ; Lieutenant-Col-
onel Moesch, Eighty-third New York, and Major Foust, Eighty-
eighth Pennsylvania.

After the fall of General Paul, the command of the First Brigade
devolved successively upon Colonel Leonard, Thirteenth Massachu-
setts, Colonel Root, Ninety-fourth New York, and Colonel Coulter,
Eleventh Pennsylvania, aﬁfof whom were wounded while exercising
the command.

After withdrawing from this contest, T took up a position on a ridge
to the left of the cemetery, facing the Emmitsburg road, and re-
mained there until afternoon of the next day,when I was relieved by
a division of the Second Corps, and ordered to the support of the
Eleventh Corps. In the evening, I was ordered to the left of our line,
but was soon after directed to return.

On Friday morning, 3d instant, the division was massed, and held
ready to push forward to the support of the Twelfth Corps, then en-
gaged with the enemy on our right.

About noon, I was informed by the major-general commanding the
army that he anticipated an attack on the cemetery by the enemy’s
forces massed in the town, and was directed to so place my command
that if our line gave way I could attack the enemy on his flank. I
proceeded to make this change of position at the moment the enemy
commenced the terrific artillery fire of that day. Never before were .
troops so exposed to such a fire of shot and shell, and yet the move-
ment was made in perfect order and with little loss.

Later in the day, the enemy having made his attack on our left
instead of the center, I was ordered to the right of the Second
gorps, which position I held until Sunday, when the line was with-

rawn.

My thanks are due to Brigadier-Generals Baxter and Paul for the
able and zealous manner in which they handled their brigades, The
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officers of my staff were actively engaged during the whole of the
three days’ engagements. Lieutenant [Samuel M.] Morgan, acting
assistant adjutant-general ; Lieutenant &Frederick M.] Hallock,
aide-de-camp, and Lieutenants Bratton and Mead, acting aides, were
at all times distinguished for their gallantry and good conduct.
Captain [John G.] Hovey, acting assistant inspector-general, was
wounded and taken from the field early in the fight. Lieutenant
Smith, ordnance officer, was diligent in the performance of his duty,
and collected and turned in 2,251 muskets and a large number of
equipments.

It affords me pleasure to call special attention to the gallant con-
duct of one of my orderlies, Sergt. Ebenezer S. Johnson, First Maine
Cavalry, whose chevrons should be exchanged for the epaulette.
‘When we m ke officers of such men, the soldier receives his true re-
ward and the service great benefit.

This division went into battle with less than 2,500 officers and men,
and sustained a loss of 1,667, of which 124 were commissioned offi-
cers.

I transmit herewith a nominal and tabular statement of casualties,
showing the loss of each regiment.* :

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. ROBINSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

The ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
First Army Corps.

ADDENDA.

Hp@rs. SEcOND DivisioN, FIrsT ARMY CORPS,
November 15, 1863,

Maj. Gen. GEORGE G. MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I feel it is my duty to inform you of the intense morti-
fication and disappointment felt by my division in reading your re-
port of the battle of Gettysburg.

For nearly four hours on July 1 we were hotly engaged against
overwhelming numbers, repulsed repeated attacks of fhe enemy,
captured three flags and a very large number of prisoners, and were
the last to leave the field.

The division formed the right of the line of battle of the First
Corps, and during the whole time had to fight the enemy in front
and protect our right flank (the division of the Eleventh Corps being
at no time less than half a mile in rear). We went into action
-with less than 2,500 men and lost considerably more than half our
number.

We have been proud of our efforts on that day, and hoped that they
would be recognized. It is but natural we should feel disappointed
that W(la are not once referred to in the report of the commanding
general.

Trusting that you will investigate this matter and give us due
credit, I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. C. ROBINSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

* Embodied in revised statement, pp. 173, 174,
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