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Testimony of Major General Abner Doubleday.

‘WASHINGTON, March 1, 1864.
Major General ABNER DoUBLEDAY sworn and -examined.

By the chairman:

[See testimony— Army of the Potomac—Genera] Hooker.”’]

Question. You were with the army of the Potomac when the battle of Get-
tysburg was fought ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

.Question. Give the committee an account of that battle in your own way.

Answer. When we marched to Marsh creek there was a rebel force on our
left flank at Fairfield. When General Meade assumed the command of the
army he gave General Reynolds the command of the right wing of the army,
consisting of the 1st, 3d, and 11th corps. General Reynolds told me that his
duties frequently required him to absent himself from the 1st corps—his own
corps—and that I must assume command of it, wiich I did.

After we got to Marsh creek it was found that the force of the enemy which
had been at Fairfield had left—had gone north—so that we had then no enemy
directly to the west of us. General Buford’s cavalry had gone to Gettysburg,
and were engaged in feeling the enemy on the roads leading from that town.
They reported that the enemy were in heavy force at Cashtown and Mum-
mashurg, places to the northwest of Gettysburg. Cashtown is on the great
road from Chambersburg.

- On the 30th of June General Meade sent a circular to the effect that the
enemy were apparently marching in heavy force on Gettysburg, stating that we
should remain as we were until the enemy developed his intentions. This was
very much like saying that he would give us orders after the battle was fought,
for he had already stated the intention of the enemy to be to take Gettysburg.
That place was a point of very great importance. It is like the hub of a wheel,
having seven great roads and a railroad leading out of it, namely, the roads to
Hagerstown, Chambersburg, Caslisle, Harrisburg, York, Frederick, and Taney-
town, all of which places may be considered as on the circumference of the
wheel. 'With our troops in possession of Gettysburg we could check the enemy
on any one of these roads, as we would hold the centre. The enemy in pos-
session of that point would have gained a great advantage, in my opinion;
shortening and strengthening his line to Williamsport, from which place his sup-
plies of ammunition, &c., were supposed to come, and being in a condition to
strike in any direction.

General Reynolds, believing that it was the best policy to fight the enemy
as soon as he could meet him, and prevent his sending off those immense quan-
tities of supplies from Pennsylvania, and finding on the morning of the 1st of
July that Buford’s cavalry were hard pressed, directed me to put the 1st corps
in motion to go to the assistance of Buford. He told me that he had already
ordered Wadsworth’s division to go forward, and that it was already under way.
I think this was about half past seven o’clock in the morning. General Rey-
nolds read his telegrams to me, showing where our troops were, and what they
were doing, He then sprang on his horse and rode forward to join Wads-
worth’s division, which had started, directing me to bring up the balance of the
corps and the batteries. Wadsworth’s division had but one battery with it,
Hall’s Maine battery. :

I waited until I had drawn in my pickets, and pui the other two divisions
and the batteries of the 1st corps in motion; I then heard rapid cannon firing,
showing that the cavalry were briskly engaged. I say “cavalry,” for there
had not been time for Wadsworth’s division of infantry to reach there. Hear-
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ing this cannon firing I put spurs to my horse, and with my staff galloped in
advance of the last two divisions of infantry, and reached the ground just as the
head of Wadsworth’s division was going into action. I had previously sent
my adjutant general and an aid to General Reynolds for orders. There are two
roads leading into Grettysburg from the westward, the one from the northwest,
and the other from the southwest. It was on the road from the northwest that
the main force of the enemy were approaching. '

To the west of Gettysburg is an eminence that we called Seminary ridge,
because there is a seminary situated on it, between the two roads referred to.
This ridge runs north and south, and is about a quarter of a mile to the west
of Gettysburg. About four hundred yards to the west of the first ridge there
is another, also running north and south. Nearly parallel to the road from the
northwest there is a railroad grading, part of it embankment and part of it deep
cut, passing through these ridges. General Reynolds simply said to me, «I
will defend this Cashtown road,” or rather, “I will hold on to this road, and

ou hold on to the other.” These were the orders he sent to me. He es-
tablished a brigade and a battery to hold the road which came from Cashtown,
placing his men under shelter of the most westerly of the ridges. Wadsworth’s
division now going into action consisted of two brigades—one under General
Cutler, and the other, usually called the Iron brigade, under General Mere-
dith—and one battery, called Hall’s battery. General Reynolds took Cutler’s
brigade and Hall’s battery to hold his part of the line, and directed the other
brigade to be placed on a line with the first in a piece of woods which lay
between the two roads. These woods were already occupied by the enemy,
who opened fire upon us, killing General Reynolds almost at the first volley.

The Iron brigade charged with great gallantry ; rushed into the woods, and
on the left and somewhat on the right of the woods, and drove the enemy be-
fore them into a little ravine called Willoughby’s run; there they captured a
large number of prisoners, with general officers. They formed on the high
ground on the other side of the run. This was being accomplished as I rode
up. I sent word to them that this movement had carried them too far to the
front, and they must fall back on a line with Cutler’s brigade. They had got
several hundred yards beyond that. I think some one else gave a similar
order—whether General Meredith or General Wadsworth I do not know.
They returned and took up a position in the woods and on the left of the

“woods. In the mean time Cutler’s brigade had been ordered back by General
Wadsworth. Its right flank had been turned and the battery attacked, and it
was ordered back to Seminary ridge, as I have stated, leaving the battery and
two regiments standing on the left of the battery. The right of the battery
was now uncovered. The enemy charged up the railroad grading and attacked
the right of the battery, killing, I think, all the horses and wounding all the
men at one piece—doing a great deal of damage. The battery was directed
by General Wadsworth to take up a new position, and finally was withdrawn
by way of the railroad grading—the captain of the battery said, by an aid of
General Wadsworth. He complained of this route, inasmuch as once on the
grading there was no getting off it for a long distance, and the ememy had
guns planted to enfilade it. He states that he finally reached Seminary ridge
and took shelter behind it, and was again ordered to the front by another aid
of General Wadsworth ; that he advanced towards the position indicated until
he found that the enemy held the ground he had been ordered to take, and that
if he went any further he would lose his battery; he then returned. That
gives the history of the battery so far.

Cutler’s brigade, as 1 have stated, fell back, with the exception of two regi-
ments—the 14th Brooklyn and the 95th New York. When this condition of
affairs attracted my attention, I found the enemy massing themselves in front
of Cutler. I had kept one regiment, the 6th Wisconsin, ag a reserve. I or-
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dered that regiment to attack on the flank of the enemy as he formed, if he
formed in front of Cutler. That regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel Dawes,
together with the 14th Brooklyn, under Colonel Fowler, and the 95th New
York, under Colonel Biddle, made a most gallant charge, and surrounded the
enemy, who had rushed into the railroad cut, and after a short but desperate
conflict we captured two rebel regiments, with their battle-flags. The remain-
der of the enemy retreated to their first position. I ordered the line of battle
to be resumed as it was originally. The enemy, to all appearance, were re-
pulsed, and we were perfectly successful at this stage, having captured Briga-
dier Geeneral Archer and a large number of prisoners from his brigade, two
regiments, with their battle-flags, from Davis’s rebel brigade, and driven the
enemy back so that their attack had become comparatively a feeble one. Shortly
after this the remaining divisions of the 1st corps, with the batteries, came up.
One of these divisions (Robinson’s) I kept in reserve behind the Seminary. I
placed one brigade of the other division on the right, and one on the left, of
the woods ; and General Howard arrived at Gettysburg about the same time
with the 11th corps, The most prominent successes of the day occurred before
he assumed command of the field. I now received information from General
Buford, in person, that the troops of the enemy with which we had been con-
tending were A. P. Hill’s corps, numbering altogether, I suppose, some 30,000
or 35,000 men ; opposing them we had the 1st corps, numbering about 8,200
men.

Geeneral Buford now reported to me that the rebel General Ewell, with his
whole corps, was coming down from York on my right flank, making another
30,000. I sent word to General Howard, and requested him to keep Ewell
off of my flank, as I had as much as I could do to attend to A. P. Hill.
About the same time I received an order from General Howard to this effect :
“ Tell Doubleday to fight on the left, and I will fight on the right.” About
the same time he sent word to me that if forced back I must try and hold on
to the Seminary. These were all the orders I received from him during the
day that I remember. He also sent me word of Ewell’s approach about the
same time that I informed him of it, and formed the 11th corps to keep Ewell
off. Ewell now made a junction with A. P. Hill’s corps, so that Ewell’s line
was northwest and east of me, and A. P. Hill's was nearly west. The men
on our side were in very fine spirits, and were elated to the highest degree.
One division that I had was composed almost entirely of Pennsylvanians. I
made short speeches to each regiment as it passed and went into action, and the
men were full of enthusiasm.

I had assigned one brigade, under Colonel Stone, to quite an open position,
where they were shelled pretty severely. Colonel Stone remarked, as he took
the position, ¢ We kave come to stay.” This went quickly through his brigade,
the men adopting it as a watchword ; they all said, “ We kave come to stay,”

- and a very large portion of them never left that ground.

My attention was called to a wide and dangerous gap between the 11th and
1st corps, and I sent two regiments of Baxter’s brigade, Robinson’s division,
to fill it and keep the enemy out. After a short time I found that that force
was inadequate, and I then gent the remainder of the brigade. This left me
but one brigade in reserve. But I found that even that force was inadequate,
and with the greatest reluctance was compelled to send General Robinson and
the last brigade of my reserve to assist in holding the position, which was on
our extreme right. They held it successfully, capturing a large number of pris-
oners, estimated as high as a thousand, and taking several battle-flags from the
enemy. But the division of the 11th corps on our right fell back about half
past 2 o’clock. The time is given by General Wadsworth in his report. I did

- not look at the time myself. One of my generals—General Baxter—said that
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division fell back before the enemy’s line of skirmishers. General Wadsworth,
in his report, says they ¢ partially” engaged the enemy. ,

The enemy entered into this interval and folded their lines right around my
right flank. T did not think I ought to retreat until General Howard gave the
order, as he was then the ranking officer on the field, and I held on until a
quarter before 4 o’clock, when the whole country was filled with the advancing
lines of the enemy, double lines, in some cases treble lines, with reserves of
batallions in mass. Our forces had fought with desperation, a portion of them
for nearly six hours. Regiments were reduced to mere squads. They had made
repeatedly the most heroic bayonet charges against overwhelming masses and
driven them back. It was not possible to remain a moment longer. I had
given orders in the morning to throw up a little rough rail intrenchment, a fee-
ble pile of rails, around the seminary, and behind this the remnants of my line
rallied. They fought by the seminary until the artillery, ambulances, and ev-
erything had retired in safety. When they were overpowered and fell back, I
wanted to gain a little longer time, and 1 threw my personal guard of forty men
around and into the building, and then fought a whole brigade for twenty
minutes. In the onslaught upon us at this point, our artillery gained an en-
filading fire on the front line of the enemy and swept it away. But the other
rebel lines came up and outflanked us on all sides, and when we fell back we
did so in fact between two lines of the enemy. I remained at the seminary
myself until I thought everything had been got off, and was among the last to
leave. -1 then rode through the streets of the town and rejoined my command.

I think the retreat would have been a very successful one, if it had not been
unfortunately the case that a portion of the 11th corps, which had held out
very well on the extreme right, had been surrounded and had fallen back at
the same time that my right flank fell back. These two bodies of men became
entangled in the streets of the town, and quite a number were captured. I lost
but one gun and two or three caisson bodies. The men behaved in the most he-
roic manner in falling back. They would retreat a hundred or a hundred and
fifty yards and then turn around and face the enemy again, fire upon them and
keep them off for a time ; then fall back another hundred yards, turn around and
make a further stand. They passed through the town quietly and calmly; I
saw no running, no undue haste. We re-formed our lines about a mile and ‘a
half from our first position, on an eminence called Cemetery hill, where the bat-
tle of the next day was fought.

During this time General Meade was at Taneytown, some ten or twelve miles
off, engaged in laying out a very long line of battle—I should judge ten miles
long at least—from Taneytown to Manchester, along Pipe creek. He seemed
to have determined that the battle should take place there. It is inexplicable
to me that he could hear the thunder of that battle all day without riding up to
see something in relation to it, as he could have come up in an hour. Had he
done 50, there were two corps in our vicinity which he could have ordered to
our assistance. General Sickles did start for that purpose without orders,
though too late to be of service. There was no enemy in front of either of
those two corps, but Slocum refused to leave without orders from General
Meade, and I suppose he was right on strict military principles.

At the close of the day an order arrived from Gteneral Meade displacing both
Howard and myself, placing me under the command of a junior officer, General
Newton; and placing General Howard under General Hancock, who was his
junior officer also. I thought this was done as a token of disapprobation at our
fighting at all that day. When General Meade issued the order he was absent
from the field and knew but little of the battle. He never asked me a single
question in relation to the operations of that day.

Question. Had you received any orders from General Meade before this bat-
tle commenced, with regard to what you should do?
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Answer. If any orders were received they are buried with General Reynolds;
his staff know of none. 'When we went into this battle we supposed, as General
Reynolds was very high in General Meade’s confidence, that it was understood
that the remainder of the army would come to our assistance. I think every-
thing was left at loose ends, and there were no orders at all. I do not believe
that our forces actually engaged, belonging to the two corps, amounted to over
14,000 men. There was a reserve of 3,000 or 4,000 of the 11th corps which
did not join actively in the fight. It fired some shots from Cemetery hill, but
the most of them fell short into our own front line. Now, 14,000 men were
wholly inadequate to contend against two immense corps of the enemy,
amounting to 60,000 men. I do not mean that 60,000 of the enemy were in
the front line opposed to us, but that there were 60,000 including the reserves
of the two rebel corps, enabling them to bring up fresh troops continually to
attack us while our men were worn out.

The long, feeble line of battle on Pipe creek, laid out by General Meade,
seemed to be chosen for defensive purposes, to cover Washington and Balti-
more. It appears to me that the result of occupying that line would have been
that the enemy would simply have let us severely alone, and either have taken
Harrisburg or gone on ad infinitum plundering the State of Pennsylvania.

Question. You have described the first day of the fight?

Answer. Yes, sir. According %o the reports rendered to me, we entered the
fight with 8,200 men in the 1st corps, and came out with 2,450.

Question. Go on and describe the fight of the second day.

Answer. On the second day I was in command of a division stationed
behind Cemetery hill. Nothing remarkable oecurred in which I was engaged
until towards sundown, when Sickles, who was pretty far advanced 1o the front,
wag driven in, and a part of Hancock’s force sent to help him was also thrown
back. I had been joined the night before by a Vermont brigade under General
Stannard, increasing my force to about 2,500 men.

I received orders on the evening of that day to bring up this force with all
haste to Hancock’s assistance, who was suffering severely and being driven
back. My division was formed in several lines, I think five lines in all. Hav-
ing arrived at the place, a charge was ordered. This was about dusk. Gen-
eral Newton issued orders that that charge should be stopped. My front
line, however, kept on at the request of Geeneral Hancock, who happened to be
near them. He told them that he had lost four guns, and asked them to try
and retake them, as the enemy were retiring. This front line continued on their
charge and did not halt, but went in and regained Hancock’s four guns which
he had lost, and captured two guns from the enemy, and brought in quite a num-
ber of prisoners. They apologized to me for not halting, and I accepted the
apology. We remained in that position for the remainder of the battle.

About 2 o’clock in the afternoon on the third day of the battle a tremendous
cannonade was opened on us from at least 125 guns. They had our exact range,
and the destruction was fearful. Horses were killed in every direction; I lost
two horses myself, and almost every officer lost one or more, and quite a large
number of caissons were blown up. I knew-this was the prelude to a grand in-
fantry charge, as artillery is generally massed in this way, to disorganize the
opposing command, for the infantry to charge in the interval. I told my men
to shelter themselves in every way behind the rocks, or little elevations of ground,
‘while the artillery firing took place, and to spring to their feet and hold their
ground as soon as the charge came.

‘When the enemy finally charged, they came on in three lines, with additional
lines called, in military language, wings, the object of the wings being to prevent
the main force from being flanked. This charge was first directed towards my
lines, but seeing that they were quite strong, five lines deep, and well strength-
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ened with rails, stones, and behind which the men lay, the enemy changed
his mind, and concluded to make the attack on the division of 2d corps, on-my
right, where there were but two lines. He marched by his right flank, and
then marched to his front. In doing this, the wing apparently did not under-
stand the movement, but kept straight on. The consequence was, that there
was a wide gap between the wing and the main charging force, which enabled
my men on the right, the brigade of General Stannard, to form immediately on
the flank of the charging column, while the enemy were subjected to an awful
fire of artillery in front. It is said some few of them laid their hands on our
guns. The prisoners state that what ruined them was Stannard’s brigade on
their flank, as they found it impossible to contend with it in that position; and
they drew off all in a huddle to get away from it. I sent two regiments to charge
them in front at the same time. While this was going on the enemy were sub-
jected to a terrific artillery fire at short range, and the result was that they re-
treated with frightful loss.

Some five minutes after the charge was broken up and they began to retreat,
a large number of batteries and regiments of infantry reported to me, as I sat
on horseback, for orders to repulse the attack. I posted them, with the ap-
proval of the corps commander, though they were a little too late to be of
essential service.

I would state that the wing of the enemy which got astray was also met by
part of Stannard’s brigade, which also formed on its flank, and it also retreated.
Thus the day was won, and the country saved.

Question. That was the last day of the battle ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Chandler:

Question. In your judgment, which army suffered the most in those three
days’ battles?

Answer. I think the enemy suffered far more than we did. We suffered
heavily the first day, on account of the overpowering army brought against us,
But the other days we were partially sheltered by stone barricades, &c., which
protected our men from musketry fire, while the enemy advanced through the
open fields.

By the chairman:

Question. How far was General Meade from where the battle of the last day
was fought ?

Answer. The battle-field was very contracted, and he could not have been
very far from it.

Question. If I have understood you, from what you could learn, the plan and
intention of Gieneral Meade was not to fight the battle where it was fought ?

Answer. It would seem not; and yet the enemy was in General Reynolds’s
immediate front. They were tiree or four miles from Gettysburg on one side,
and we were three or four miles on the other. Under those circumstances it was
almost impossible to-prevent a collision, unless one party or the other withdrew.

Question. Do you know whether there were any orders from General Meade
to retreat before this battle of the first day?

Answer, I do not think there were when General Reynolds commenced the
fight. About the close of that day’s fight I have no doubt such orders were
issued. I have alluded to a circular informing us that the enemy was marching
in heavy force on Gettysburg. It was of vital importance to know whether
we were to defend the place or give it up. But we got no orders, although the
enemy were marching on the town, and something had to be done immediately.

Question. Did you know that General Reynolds and General Sickles had an
order to retreat just before that battle commenced ? .
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Answer. I do not know that General Reynolds had such an order. He was
a man who always obeyed orders literally.

Question. You do not know whether General Sickles had such an order ?

Answer. 1 do not.

Question. Which army outnumbered the other ?

Answer. He thought the enemy had 90,000 men, while we had but 70,000.
That is the best information T could gather.

Question. Did you have to assist you in that battle the troops stationed in
and around Baltimore under General Schenck ?

Answer. Not to my knowledge.

Question. Can you tell why, after that fight, General Howard and yourself
were removed from your command ?

Answer. I was removed from the command of the 1st corps. General How-
ard was not removed from command of his corps, but was directed to obey
General Hancock, who was his junior, after the first day of the fight.

Question. Why was that ?

Answer. I think General Meade thought a couple of scapegoats were neces-
sary; in case the next day’s battle turned out unfavorably, he wished to mark
his disapprobation of the first day’s fight. General Meade is in the habit of
violating the organic law of the army to place his personal friends in power.
There has always been a great deal of favorisism in the army of the Potomac.
No man who is an anti-slavery man or an anti-McClellan man can expect de-
cent treatment in that army as at present constituted.

Question. Has that, in your judgment, led to great disasters, from time to
time, in the army of the Potomac ?

Answer. Yes, I think it has.

Question. You speak of political favoritism. Explain what you mean by
that.

Answer. I think there have been pro-slavery cliques controlling that army,
composed of men who, in my opinion, would not have been unwilling to make
a compromise in favor of slavery, and who desired to have nobody put in
authority except those who agreed with them on that subject.

Question. Do you believe that this feeling of rivalry and jealousy, that seems
to have actuated the high corps commanders of that army, has been detrimental
to the public service, and led to checks and defeats ?

Answer. Undoubtedly. I cannot but think that there has been an indif-
ference, to say the least, on the part of certain officers, to the success of our
army. I do not believe that General Pope received all the co-operation he was
entitled to; and 1 do not believe that General Burnside received it.

, Question. Can you give any reason why, after you had whipped the enemy,
and they finally retreated, they were not followed up vigorously ?

" Answer. I have no idea why they were not pursued. I believe the 6th corps
had not been very actively engaged-—at least not so much as the other corps.
They were comparatively fresh, and could have been thrown upon the enemy.

By Mzr. Chandler: »

Question. After the repulse of the enemy, were our troops so much exhausted
by the three days® fighting, that it was impossible for them to follow up the
enemy vigorously ?

Answer. I think not; our troops for two days had been lying down a great
deal in a defensive position. ,

By the chairman :
Question. Could our troops have been as much fatigued after the fight as
the troops of the enemy ? :
Answer. No, sir; I think the enemy must have been the most fatigued, as
they made the attack.
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Question. Were you down at Williamsport, or near there, where the enemy
effected a recrossing of the Potomac ?

Answer. I was not. I left the army on the 7th of July.

Question. You have heard that a council of war was held down there ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

- Question. And you know how they voted ?

Amnswer. I have heard partially how the vote was. I am not sure as to the
vote of every member.

Question. Can you give any reason, satisfactory to yourself, why that couneil
came to the conclusion that it was not best to attack the enemy before they re-
crossed the river? ‘

Answer. I can give no reason; it is perfectly absurd to suppose that the
enemy would choose a position on the bank of a deep river for the purpose of
fighting us. You would as soon expect a man to place his back to a precipice,
and then engage in a life and death struggle with another.

- Question. Have you any doubt that, after the enemy got to the river, and
were unable to cross on account of the water being so high, it was in the power
of our army to have conquered them ?

Answer. I have no doubt; not a particle.

Question. You know the march General Lee had been compelled to make;
the distance he was from his base of supplies, and the amount of ammunition
he must have spent in such a battle as you had witnessed there ?

Answer. I think he must have almost completely exhausted his ammunition.

Question. I was going to ask whether, as a military man, you would not
come to the conclusion that, after the battle, the enemy must have been very
destitute of ammunition ?

Answer. I certainly should.

Question. You left the army on the 7th of July ?

Answer.- Yes, sir.

Question. Where were you then ?

Answer. I was on the battle-field of Gettysburg.

Question. So that you know nothing personally of what occurred after that ?

Answer. I do not.

Testimony of General A. P. Howe.

‘WASHINGTON, March 3, 1864.
General A. P. HowE sworn and examined.
By the chairman :

[See testimony—‘ Army of the Potomac—General Hooker.”]

Question. General Meade succeeded General Hooker in the command of the
army of the Potomac.

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Go on and state the operations of the army under his command,
particularly the battle at Gettysburg; how it was brought on, and all about it,
2o far as you know.

Answer. We continued our movement until the 6th corps reached Manchester.
We reached there the last day of June, I think. We remained there one night,
and the next evening about 8 o’clock, I think, we received orders to move on
Gettysburg. The other corps had been moving on our left and rear as we
reached Manchester. From my own knowledge, I cannot tell what positions
the other corps had, only as given in the reports. The evening that we received
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